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PUBLIC DOCUMENT PACK 

Bicester Town Council 

 

Extraordinary Environment Committee Meeting 

Ref: EN04b/2627 

Wednesday 11th November 2026 at 19:00hrs 

The Council Chamber, The Garth,  

Launton Road, OX26 6PS 

 

Members: 

Cllr Les Sibley – Chair, Cllr Rachel Mallows – Vice Chair 

Cllr Donna Ford, Cllr Dan Hallett, Cllr Damien Maguire,  

Cllr Nick Mawer, Cllr Chris Pruden, Cllr Alisa Russell and Cllr John Willett 

 

Substitute Members: 

Cllr Tom Beckett, Cllr Nick Cotter, Cllr Sam Holland, Cllr Harry Knight,  
Cllr Dr Paul Wheatley and Cllr Jim Webb  

 

Other Circulation: 

CDC 

Cllr Frank Ideh, Cllr Simon Lytton, Cllr Julius Parker, Cllr Rob Parkinson, Cllr George Popescu, 

Cllr Bryonie Wells and Cllr Michael Wilson 

OCC 

Cllr Sean Gaul, Cllr John Shiri and Cllr Matt Webb 
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       Council Offices, The Garth, 
Launton Road, 

Bicester, 
Oxon. OX26 6PS 

Telephone: 01869 252915 
Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk 

www.bicester.gov.uk  

 

Thursday 5th November 2026 

To all members of the Environment Committee,  

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Environment Committee at the Council 
Chamber, The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 6PS on Wednesday 11th November 2026 to commence 
at 19:00hrs for the transaction of the following business.  

 
Mick Lee 

Service Manager  

   

Agenda 
 

All Council Meetings are open to the public and press, unless otherwise stated. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 
To consider apologies and reasons for absence. Committee members who are unable to attend 

the meeting should notify Bicester Town Council (clerk@bicester.gov.uk and 

enquiries@bicester.gov.uk) prior to the meeting, stating the reason for absence. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 
1. Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this Agenda in accordance 

with Bicester Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

 

3. Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting  (Pages 4 - 5) 
To APPROVE the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS of the following Environment Committee 

Meeting held on: 

• ENV04/2627 – Thursday 22nd October 2026 

 

4. Public Session 
In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make representations, 

ask questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

Time allocated shall not exceed 10 Minutes. No member shall speak for more than 2 minutes. 

 

5. 2027 - 2028 Environment Budget    (Pages 6 - 7) 
The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE the 2027 – 2028 Environment budget. 
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6. Events Budget 2027 - 2028     (Pages 8 - 9) 
The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE the 2027 – 2028 Events budget. 

 

7. Civic Service and Parade 2027 Report   (Pages 10 - 11) 
The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE that the Civic Service and Parade for 2027 

does not take place. 

 

8. Date of Next Meeting         
Monday 18th January 2027, at 19:00 hrs, The Council Chamber, Garth House, Launton 

Road, OX26 6PS 
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Agenda Item 3 

Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting  

A meeting of the Environment Committee Meeting was held on Thursday 22nd October 2026 at 
19:00 hrs at The Chamber Room, The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 2PS. 
 
Present:  
Cllr Les Sibley (Chair) 
Cllr Rachel Mallows (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Donna Ford 
Cllr Damien Maguire 
Cllr Chris Pruden 
Cllr John Willett 
 
In Attendance: 
Michael Lee, Officer 
Isobel May, Office Lead and Events and Marketing Administrator 
 

44/ 
2627 

Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that apologises were received from Cllr Dan Hallet. 
It was noted that no apologies were received from Cllr Nick Mawer and Cllr Alisa Russell. 

  
45/ 
2627 

Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED that declarations of interests were received from Cllr Chris Pruden, Cllr Les 
Sibley and Cllr John Willett as CDC Cllrs. 

  
46/ 
2627 

Minutes of the Environment Committee  
RESOLVED that the Committee APPROVED the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS of the 
following Environment Committee Meeting held on: 
 

• ENV02/2627 – Monday 13th July 2026 
• ENV03b/2627 – Monday 5th October 2026 

  
47/ 
2627 

Public Session 
RESOLVED that no members of the public were present. 

  
48/ 
2627 

Presentation by Proludic 
RESOLVED that the Committee NOTED and COMMENTED on the presentation. 
Proludic Representatives: 

• Outlined that they design and manufacture inclusive playground equipment. 
• Stated the equipment is designed for repair and long service life. Most products score 

above 9/10 for repairability, over 80% of spare parts are held in the UK, and long-term 
warranties are available.  

• Proposed designs for the Langford Super Park with a robust and financially viable 
design, with nearly 60% of equipment made from recycled or bio-based materials and 
nearly 90% recyclable. The proposal included recycled household waste and Nike 
Grind surfacing. 
 

Cllrs raised the following: 
• Questioned emergency response time, to which Produlic confirmed equipment is 

modular and the target response time is within 24 hours. 
• Queried the expected equipment lifespan. The representatives confirmed that steel 

and HPL equipment is expected to last around 25 years. 
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• How surfacing shrinkage is managed. Produlic confirmed Nike Grind replaces virgin 
rubber in the wearing course but does not remove wet-pour maintenance 
requirements. 

• Requested the presentation slides to be sent to the Officer. 
 
The Chair determined that the agenda should be reordered to allow the Mallards Way Super 
Park proposal to be considered immediately following the related presentation by Proludic. 

  
49/ 
2627 

Mallards Way Super Park Proposal 
RESOLVED that the Committee APPROVED the consultation. 

  
50/ 
2627 

Replacing Seasonal Bedding with Hardy Plants 
RESOLVED that the Committee APPROVED replacing the bedding plants with perennials. 
The Officer noted that the estimated £3,000 installation cost was comparable to one year of 
seasonal bedding and that weed-suppressant ground cover and matting should reduce 
ongoing labour and maintenance. A one-year trial was agreed. 
 
It was noted that seasonal displays could be retained in other beds within Garth Park. 

  
51/ 
2627 

Forward Plan  
RESOLVED that the Committee NOTED and APPROVED the forward plan. 
Cllrs requested that the land management of the area between Langford and London Road 
will be added to the Forward Plan to clarify responsibility for the trees and adjoining land. 

  
52/ 
2627 

2027 – 2028 Budget 
URESOLVED that the Committee DID NOT APPROVE the 2027 - 2028. 
The Chair confirmed that an extraordinary meeting will be planned to discuss the budget. 

  

53/ 
2627 

Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 18th January 2027, at 19:00 hrs, The Council Chamber, The Garth, Launton Road, 
OX26 2PS. 
CLOSE OF MEETING: 20:35 hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 of 11 
 

Agenda Item 5 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
  11th November 2026 

 

 

 

Chair: Les Sibley 

Contact: 01869 252915 | les.sibley@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Michael Lee  
Contact: 01869 252915 | michael.lee@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: All 

 

2027 - 2028 Environment Budget 

1. Background 

1.1 Each year, the Environment Committee, along with the other Council Committees, is asked to 

review and approve its proposed budget for the forthcoming financial year. 

 

1.2 Each Committee is responsible for reviewing and agreeing the relevant sections of the overall 

Council budget. Once all Committees have finalised their respective budget proposals, the 

consolidated budget is presented to the Finance Committee for consideration before being submitted to 

Full Council for final approval. 

 
*Please note a larger copy of the budget will be provided at the meeting and as an appendix. 
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The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE the budget. 
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Agenda Item 6 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
  11th November 2026 

 

 

 

Chair: Les Sibley 
Contact: 01869 252915 | les.sibley@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Michael Lee  
Contact: 01869 252915 | michael.lee@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: All 

 

Events Budget 2027 - 2028 

1. Background 

1.1 Officers have prepared the draft budget for 2027/28 in accordance with financial 

regulations and the methodology used in previous years. The Events Working Group reviewed 

the draft budget and approved it for submission on Monday 2nd November. 

 

*Please note a larger copy of the budget will be provided at the meeting and as an appendix. 
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The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE the budget. 
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Agenda Item 7 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
  11th November 2026 

 

 

 

Chair: Les Sibley 
Contact: 01869 252915 | les.sibley@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Michael Lee  
Contact: 01869 252915 | michael.lee@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: All 

 

Civic Service and Parade 2027 Report 

1. Background 

1.1 At its meeting on 2nd November, the Events Working Party considered this report and 

requested that it be submitted to the Environment Committee for approval. 

 

1.2 The Events Working Group had previously confirmed 13th June 2027 as the date for the 

2027 Civic Service and Parade. This date was approved on 2nd September. 

 

1.3 However, following this year's Civic Service and Parade, which took place on 6th 

September, the military has requested that the event does not take place again in 2027. This 

request is due to the limited resources currently available to them and the need to manage 

existing military commitments considering current global circumstances. 

 

2. Proposal 

2.1 The military has suggested that organising and supporting the Civic Service and Parade 

again next year would place additional pressure on its resources. Taking these concerns into 

consideration, it is recognised that proceeding with the event in 2027 could create 

unnecessary demands on military personnel and their resources. 

 

2.2 It is therefore considered appropriate and reasonable for the Civic Service and Parade not 

to go ahead in 2027, to support the military's request and acknowledge the pressures they are 

currently facing. 

 

2.3 Furthermore, this provides an opportunity to develop the annual flag-raising ceremony and 

make it a more significant civic occasion. As discussed at a previous Events meeting, the 

military has expressed an interest in parading to the flag. This could provide a suitable focus 

for the ceremony, allowing it to be enhanced while making effective use of the military's 

available resources. 
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2.4 The Church has also been consulted and informed that the Civic Service and Parade may 

not be taking place next year. 

 

2.5 The decision on whether the Civic Service and Parade will resume in 2028 will be reviewed 

on an annual basis, taking into consideration the military’s availability and resource 

commitments. 

 

The Committee is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE that the Civic Service and Parade for 2027 

does not take place. 

 


