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PUBLIC DOCUMENT PACK 

 

Bicester Town Council 

 

Events Working Party Meeting 
Ref: EV02/2627 

Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 19:00hrs 
The Council Chamber, The Garth,  

Launton Road, OX26 6PS 
 

Members: 
Cllr Damien Maguire – Chair 

Cllr Sam Holland, Cllr Harry Knight, 
Cllr Chris Pruden and Cllr Dr Paul Wheatley 

 
Substitute Members: 

Cllr Tom Beckett, Cllr Nick Cotter, Cllr Donna Ford, Cllr Dan Hallett,  
Cllr Rachel Mallows, Cllr Nick Mawer, Cllr Alisa Russell,  

Cllr Les Sibley, Cllr Jim Webb and Cllr John Willett 
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       Council Offices, The Garth, 

Launton Road, 
Bicester, 

Oxon. OX2 6PS 
Telephone: 01869 252915 

Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk 
www.bicester.gov.uk  

 
Thursday 27th August 2026 

To all members of the Events Working Party,  

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Events Working Party at the Council 
Chamber, The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 6PS on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 to 
commence at 19:00hrs for the transaction of the following business.  
 
Paul Canning 
Deputy Town Clerk  
   

Agenda 
All Council Meetings are open to the public and press, unless otherwise stated. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

To consider apologies and reasons for absence. Committee members who are unable to 
attend the meeting should notify Bicester Town Council (clerk@bicester.gov.uk and 
enquiries@bicester.gov.uk) prior to the meeting, stating the reason for absence. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this Agenda in accordance 
with Bicester Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

 
3. Minutes of the Events Working Party    (Pages 4 - 5) 

To APPROVE the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS of the following Events Working Party 
held on: 

• BE01/2627 – Wednesday 17th June 2026 
 

4. Public Session 
In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make representations, 
ask questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 
Time allocated shall not exceed 10 Minutes. No member shall speak for more than 2 minutes. 

 
5. Sundays in the Park Report      (Pages 6 - 7) 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
 

6. Flag Raising and Armed Forces Day Report   (Page 8) 
 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 

file://GB-BIC-AD/BTC$/MEETING%20DOCUMENTATION/enquiries@bicester.gov.uk%20
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7. World Cup Semi Final Report     (Page 9) 
 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
 

8. Motown Music Night Report     (Page 10) 
 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
 

9. Teddy Bears Picnic Report      (Page 11) 
  The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
 

10. Elton John Music Night Report     (Page 12) 
 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
  

11. Civic Service and Parade Report     (Pages 13 - 23) 
 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 

 
12. Proposed Mayoral Fundraising Events Report  (Page 24) 

 The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
 

13. Event Outlines / Proposals 2027     (Pages 25 - 39) 
The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE and COMMENT on this report. 
 

14. Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 2nd November, at 7pm, The Council Chamber, Garth House 
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Agenda Item 3 
Minutes of the Events Working Party Meeting 

A meeting of the Events Working Party Meeting was held on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 19:00 
hrs at The Chamber Room, The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 2PS. 
 
Present:  
Cllr Damien Maguire (Chair) 
Cllr Harry Knight 
Cllr Damien Maguire 
Cllr Rachel Mallows (substitution for Cllr Dr Paul Wheatley) 
Cllr Chris Pruden 
 
In Attendance: 
Isobel May, Officer 
Paul Canning, Deputy Town Clerk 
 
Representatives from: 
Bicester Live 
U3A 
 
1/ 
2627 

Appointment of Chair 
RESOLVED that Cllr Damien Maguire was appointed Chair of the Events 
Working Party. 

  
2/ 
2627 

Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that apologises were received from Cllr Dr Paul Wheatley.   

  
3/ 
2627 

Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED that declarations of interests were received from Cllr Damien 
Maguire as he is affiliated with U3A. 

  
4/ 
2627 

Minutes of the Events Working Party 
RESOLVED that the Working Party APPROVED the MINUTES and 
RESOLUTIONS of the following Events Working Party Meeting held on: 
 

• BE04/2526 – Wednesday 29th January 2026 
  
5/ 
2627 

Public Session 
RESOLVED that members of the public were present. 
Representatives from: 
Bicester Live: 

- Requested a debrief on Sundays in the Park and clarification of plans 
for 2027. Officers confirmed a debrief will take place in August, 
alongside planning for next year.  

 
U3A: 

- Outlined plans for a community event on 29th July to mark their 40th 
anniversary. 

- Officers agreed to promote the event and consider a simplified booking 
form for bandstand events.  

 
  
6/ 
2627 

U3A Music Afternoon Application 
RESOLVED that the Working Party APPROVED the event.  
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7/ 
2627 

Hire Fee’s Report 
RESOLVED that the Working Party APPROVED and COMMENTED on the 
change in fees and grant aid charges. 

• Cllrs agreed that a more structured process should be implemented for 
organisations hiring Council grounds. The Officer confirmed that a 
formal agreement, incorporating all relevant terms and conditions for 
the hire of the spaces, will be introduced. 

• Cllrs confirmed that OPA should continue to have use of the grounds 
free of charge, as it is a community event that provides benefits to the 
town. 

• Cllrs agreed that Bicester Pride will be required to pay a 20% non-
refundable deposit in respect of the hire of the grounds.  

  
8/ 
2627 

Resident Tickets Report 
RESOLVED that the Working Party APPROVED the proposed changes to the 
resident ticket allocation. 

  
9/ 
2627 

Easter Egg Fun Day Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
10/ 
2627 

Mayor Making Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
11/ 
2627 

Sundays in the Park Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
12/ 
2627 

Flag Raising and Armed Forces Day Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
13/ 
2627 

The Motown Music Night Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
14/ 
2627 

Family Fun Day (Teddy Bears Picnic) Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
15/ 
2627 

Elton John Music Night Report  
RESOLVED that the Working Party NOTED the report. 

  
16/ 
2627 

Date of Next Meeting: 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026, at 19:00 hrs, The Council Chamber, The 
Garth 
 
CLOSE OF MEETING: 19:49 hrs 
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Agenda Item 5 
 

 BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 

 
Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 
 

Sundays in the Park Report 
1. Background 
1.1 Following the success of the bandstand events held in previous years, Bicester Live and 
Bicester Town Council partnered in 2026 to deliver a programme of five free Sundays in the 
Park events for the local community. 

1.2 The events featured live music from a variety of performers, including brass bands, local 
soloists and bands, providing a programme of entertainment for residents and visitors 
throughout the summer. 

2. Overview 
2.1 All five Sundays in the Park events were successfully delivered and were well received by 
the local community. The varied programme of musical performances provided entertainment 
for a wide range of audiences, with positive feedback received throughout the series. 

2.2 The events were held as follows: 

• Sunday 31st May – Ukesnaile, Bicester Concert Band and MALISH 
• Sunday 14th June – Hook Norton Brass Band and local soloists 
• Sunday 12th July – Oxford Cherwell Brass and Space Pigs 
• Sunday 26th July – Jubilee Brass-Oxford and The Bellas 
• Sunday 9th August – Bletchington Silver Band and The Village Beats Band 

2.4 The programme successfully showcased a mixture of local and visiting musical talent, 
with the performances creating a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere in Garth Park. 

2.5 Garth Park Kitchen provided refreshments and food options from the café and grill next to 
the bandstand, adding to the overall experience for attendees. 
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2.6 Feedback received from the public was positive, and the events demonstrated the 
continued popularity of free live music within the park. Learning from previous bandstand 
events was also incorporated into the 2026 programme, including the provision of additional 
toilet facilities to ensure suitable facilities were available throughout the events. 

2.7 The partnership between Bicester Town Council and Bicester Live worked well, with all 
five events delivered successfully and providing a valuable programme of free entertainment 
for the community during the summer months. 

2.8 Budget for the event was £5,000, spent £4,040. 

2.9 No income. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 6 
 BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 
 
 

Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 

Flag Raising and Armed Forces Day Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The Flag Raising and Armed Forces Day for 2026 took place on Saturday 27th June, at 
Pingle Field. This event is organised by the Bicester Town Council in cooperation with 
Bicester Garrison. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 The event provided an opportunity for the local community to come together to recognise 
and celebrate the contribution of the Armed Forces. The day included the formal flag raising 
ceremony, military displays and activities for families and members of the public. 

2.2 The event was successful overall, with positive feedback received from members of the 
public and participating military personnel. The military were pleased with how the event went 
and expressed an interest in developing the flag raising element further for future events. 
This could potentially include a military march as part of the formal ceremony, subject to 
further discussion and agreement with Bicester Garrison. 

2.3 Weather conditions on the day were exceptionally hot. While the weather provided 
favourable conditions for an outdoor event, the high temperatures did have an impact on 
attendance and participation. A number of vendors withdrew from the event due to the heat, 
and unfortunately the planned dog show also had to be cancelled. 

2.4 Despite these challenges, the event continued successfully and provided a positive 
experience for those who attended. The Town Council and military representatives worked 
together effectively to ensure the event ran smoothly. 

2.5 Budget for the event was £250 (FR) and £9,500 (AFD), spent £5,944  

2.6 Total income £777. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 7 
  

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 

 
Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 
 

World Cup Semi Final Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The World Cup Semi-Final event took place on Wednesday 15th July 2026. The event 
provided the local community with the opportunity to come together and enjoy the match in a 
family-friendly community setting. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 The World Cup Semi-Final event was a great success, attracting approximately 2,000 
people. The strong attendance demonstrated the popularity of the event and provided a lively 
atmosphere for the community to enjoy the match together. 

2.2 The event was very well received, with positive feedback from those who attended. The 
atmosphere throughout the event was excellent, with members of the community enjoying 
the opportunity to watch the match together. 

2.3 The event also supported the Mayor's chosen charities, raising a total of £270.61. This 
provided an additional positive outcome and allowed attendees to contribute towards 
supporting the Mayor's charitable causes. 

2.4 Funding was approved by the Chair of Environment and used from the budget code 110/ 
Projects 4313/ Open Space Investment. Total cost was £5,428.50. 

2.5 The combination of strong attendance, positive public feedback and charitable 
fundraising made the World Cup Semi-Final event a successful community event. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 8 
 BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 
 
 

Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 

Motown Music Night Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The Motown Music Night took place on Saturday 18th July 2026 at Garth Park. The event 
was organised by Bicester Town Council and provided an evening of live music and 
entertainment celebrating the iconic Motown sound. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 The Motown Music Night was a great success, attracting a strong audience of 1,150 
attendees. The event created a lively and enjoyable atmosphere and was very well received 
by those who attended. 
 
2.2 Feedback received from the public was extremely positive, with attendees praising the 
entertainment, atmosphere and overall experience. The event provided an enjoyable evening 
for the local community and successfully delivered a high-quality programme of Motown 
music and entertainment. 
 
2.3 The success of the event demonstrates the continued popularity of live music events 
within the town and the value of providing a varied programme of entertainment for the local 
community. 
 
2.4 The positive feedback and strong attendance indicate that the Motown Music Night was 
successful both in terms of community engagement and financial performance, and 
consideration could be given to delivering similar music events in future years. 
 
2.5 Budget for the event was £12,500, spent £15,230. 

2.6 Total income was £14,963. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 9 
 BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 
 
 
 

Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 

Teddy Bears Picnic Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The Teddy Bears Picnic took place on Wednesday 5th August 2026 at Garth Park. The 
event provided a fun and family-friendly day for the local community. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 was a great success and was very well received by families and children who attended. 
The event created a fun and welcoming atmosphere, with a range of activities and 
entertainment available throughout the day. 
 
2.2 Feedback from the public was extremely positive, with attendees commenting on how 
much they enjoyed the event. The Teddy Bears Picnic continues to prove popular with the 
local community, with families particularly enjoying the opportunity to spend time together in 
the park. 
 
2.3 A highlight of this year's event was the cherry picker, which proved to be a huge hit with 
attendees and provided an exciting and memorable experience for children and families. 
 
2.4 The event also successfully raised money for the Mayor's chosen charities, adding an 
important charitable element to the day and allowing the community to support good causes 
while enjoying the event. 
 
2.5 The overall response to the event was extremely positive, with the combination of 
activities, entertainment and fundraising contributing to a successful community event. 
 
2.5 Budget for the event was £4,000, spent £3,295. 

2.6 Total income was £596 and total donations £331.35. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 10 
 BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 
 
 
 

Chair: Damien Maguire  
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 

Elton John Tribute Night Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The Elton John Tribute Night took place on Saturday 22nd August 2026 at Garth Park. 
The event was organised by Bicester Town Council and provided an evening of live music 
and entertainment celebrating the music of Elton John. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 The Elton John Tribute Night was a great success, with 700 tickets sold. The event 
created a lively and enjoyable atmosphere and was very well received by those who 
attended. 
 
2.2 Malish performed a supporting act before the main performance and successfully got the 
crowd going, creating a positive atmosphere and building excitement for the main event. 
 
2.3 The Elton John tribute performer delivered a fabulous performance, which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the audience. The evening provided a high-quality programme of live music and 
entertainment for the local community. 
 
2.4 The strong attendance and positive response demonstrate the continued popularity of live 
music events within the town and the value of providing a varied programme of entertainment 
for the local community. 
 
2.5 Budget for the event was £12,500; total spend will be discussed in the meeting.  

2.6 Total income to be discussed in the meeting and total donations £82.08. 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 11 
 

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 

 
Chair: Damien Maguire 
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 
 

Civic Service and Parade Report 
1. Background 
1.1 The Civic Service and Parade will take place on Sunday 6 September, bringing together 
military representatives, the ATC marching band, youth organisations, civic representatives 
and invited guests for a formal civic occasion. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 The military, ATC marching band and youth organisations will assemble at St Edburg’s 
Church from 1:50pm, with the parade departing at 2:20pm and proceeding to Market Square 
for the inspection of troops. The parade will then continue around the Market Square before 
returning to St Edburg’s Church, where participants will fall out ahead of the Civic Service. 
 
2.2 The Civic Service will begin at 3:00pm and conclude at approximately 4:00pm, followed 
by a procession out of the church. An invited guests’ reception will then take place at The 
Littlebury from 4:10pm until 5:30pm. The event plan and detailed timings are being 
coordinated with the relevant organisations. 
 
2.3 Event plan attached. 
 
The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE this report. 
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Agenda Item 12 
  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  EVENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT  
  Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 
 
 

Chair: Damien Maguire 
Contact: 01869 252915 | damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk 
 
Officer: Isobel May  
Contact: 01869 252915 | isobel.may@bicester.gov.uk 

 
Ward Affected: All 
 

Proposed Mayoral Fundraising Events Report 
1. Background 
1.1 A programme of Mayoral events is proposed for 2026 and 2027, with a focus on providing 
affordable, family-friendly activities for local residents, particularly during school half-term 
periods. 
 
2. Overview 
2.1 Halloween Event – 30 October 2026 
The event would open from 12:00 noon with stalls, fairground rides, games and family 
activities. The evening Halloween trail and treasure hunt would run from 5:00pm to 8:30pm, 
with closure at 9:00pm. 
 
Ticket prices are proposed at £4.00 per child or three for £10.00. Stalls would include local 
charities, businesses and food providers. 
 
A fancy-dress competition with medals and a Halloween Story Competition for local schools 
would also be held. The Mayor would select the winning story from Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2, with the winners announced at the event. 
 
2.2 Other 2026 Events 
Proposed activities include: 

• Pottery classes with Afternoon Tea at The Littlebury Hotel. 
• School poppy-making, with displays at Garth Park. 
• A Remembrance Poem Competition, with winning poems read at Market Square 

and/or the Church. 
• Wreath-making classes with Afternoon or Cream Tea at The Littlebury Hotel. 
 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE on report. 
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Agenda Item 13 
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