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PUBLIC DOCUMENT PACK 

Bicester Town Council 

 

Planning Committee Meeting 

Ref: PL02/2627 

Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 19:00hrs 

The Council Chamber, The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 

6PS 

 

Members: 

Cllr Nick Mawer – Chair, Cllr Chris Pruden - Vice Chair 

Cllr Tom Beckett, Cllr Nick Cotter, Cllr Dan Hallett, Cllr Sam Holland,  
Cllr Harry Knight, Cllr Damien Maguire, Cllr Rachel Mallows, 

Cllr Jim Webb and Cllr John Willett 
 

Substitute Members: 

Cllr Donna Ford, Cllr Alisa Russell, Cllr Les Sibley and Cllr Paul Wheatley 
 

Other Circulation: 

CDC 

Cllr Frank Ideh, Cllr Simon Lytton, Cllr Julius Parker, Cllr Rob Parkinson,  

Cllr George Popescu, Cllr Bryonie Wells and Cllr Michael Wilson 

OCC 

Cllr Sean Gaul, Cllr John Shiri and Cllr Matt Webb 
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       Council Offices, The Garth, 
Launton Road, 

Bicester, 
Oxon. OX2 6PS 

Telephone: 01869 252915 
Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk 

www.bicester.gov.uk  

 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 

To all members of the Planning Committee, 

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Planning Committee at the Council Chamber, 
The Garth, Launton Road, OX26 6PS on Tuesday 7th July 2026 to commence at 19:00hrs for the 
transaction of the following business.  
 

 
 

Paul Canning  

Deputy Town Clerk  

   

 

Agenda 
All Council Meetings are open to the public and press, unless otherwise stated. 

 

1. Appoint Vice Chair 
The Committee is asked to APPROVE the Vice Chair to hold the meeting in the absence of the 

Chair. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 
To consider apologies and reasons for absence. Committee members who are unable to attend 

the meeting should notify Bicester Town Council (clerk@bicester.gov.uk and 

enquiries@bicester.gov.uk) prior to the meeting, stating the reason for absence. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest 
1. Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this Agenda in accordance 

with Bicester Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest for District & County Councillors 

District and County Councillors on this Planning Committee will make their comments and 

decisions based upon information available at the time of the Meeting. It is accepted that District 

and County Councillors may come to different decisions in the light of more information being 

made available at District or County Planning Meetings. 
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4. Minutes of the Planning Committee     (Pages 4 - 8) 
To APPROVE the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS of the following Planning Committee 

Meeting held on: 

• PL01/2627 – Monday 8th June 2026 
 

5. Public Session 
In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make representations, 

ask questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

 

Time allocated shall not exceed 10 Minutes. No member shall speak for more than 2 minutes. 

 

6. Puy Du Fou Presentation 
The Committee is requested to NOTE and COMMENT on the presentation. 

 

7. Response from CDC regarding Elmsbrook Local Centre (Pages 9 - 10) 

The Committee is requested to NOTE and COMMENT on the report. 
 

8. MOD Bicester Site       (Pages 11 - 12) 
The Committee is requested to NOTE and COMMENT on the report. 

 

9. Update on Large Developments and associated issues (Page 13) 
1. North West Bicester 

2. Graven Hill 

3. Other Business Strategic Sites 

 

10. Planning Applications from Cherwell District Council  (Pages 14 - 21) 
The Committee is asked to CONSIDER and COMMENT on the attached list of applications. 

Members are advised that the full planning applications are available for inspection on 

the Cherwell District Council website. 

 

11. Notification of Planning Decisions from CDC  (Pages 22 - 25) 
The Committee is asked to NOTE the attached planning decisions, 

  

12. Forward Plan        (Page 26) 

The Committee RECOMMENDED to REVIEW and COMMENT on the Forward Plan. 

 

13. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 11th August 2026, at 19:00 hrs, The Council Chamber, Garth House 
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           Agenda Item 7 

  

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  Planning Committee Meeting  
  Tuesday 7th July 2026 

 

 

Chair: Cllr Nick Mawer 

Contact: 01869 252915 | nick.mawer@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Paul Canning  
Contact: 01869 252915 | paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

 

 

Response from CDC regarding Elmsbrook Local Centre 

 
1. Background 

 

1.1  Following a resolution of Full Council, Bicester Town Council wrote to Cherwell District 

Council to reaffirm its support for the delivery of the approved Elmsbrook Local Centre 

(planning application 19/01036/HYBRID). The Council expressed the view that the reasons 

given in 2021 for scaling back the proposal are no longer applicable and highlighted the 

success of the local centre delivered at Graven Hill as evidence of the benefits such facilities 

can provide. The Town Council also formally recorded its support for the Elmsbrook 

Residents Association's campaign for the centre's delivery. The correspondence sought 

clarification on the status of the Section 106 requirement to offer the land for £1.00, whether 

Cherwell District Council intends to bring forward development of the local centre should the 

permission lapse on 12 July 2026, and whether the District Council would oppose any actions 

that could delay or prevent delivery of this important community infrastructure.  

 

1.2  A response has been received from Cherwell District Council and is attached for members' 

information (Appendix 7a). 

 

2.    Proposal  

       The Committee is requested to NOTE and COMMENT on the report. 
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Appendix 7a. 

 

Response received from Cherwell District Council 

 

Thank you for your correspondence on behalf of Bicester Town Council regarding the 

Elmsbrook Local Centre (planning permission 19/01036/HYBRID). 

The Council notes the Town Council’s continued support for the delivery of the 

consented Local Centre and the points raised in relation to comparable provision 

elsewhere. 

Based on current monitoring records, no formal offer of the land to the Council has yet 

been made in accordance with the Section 106 Agreement. The Section 106 Monitoring 

Team is currently engaging with the developer to confirm the status of the marketing 

exercise and whether the trigger for any such offer has been reached. 

This matter is also being reviewed as a potential breach of planning control. An 

enforcement case was opened on 22 June 2026 and is currently at an early stage of 

investigation (ref. 26/00289/ENF). The Council’s Local Enforcement Plan sets out how 

such matters are investigated and prioritised. 

At this stage, the Council has not made any formal commitment to bring forward 

development of the Local Centre itself. This position will be kept under review in light of 

the outcome of the enforcement investigation, including any updated marketing position 

and ongoing discussions with the developer. 

At present, no proposals have been put forward in respect of alternative uses of the 

land, such as landscaping, and therefore no decisions have been made in this regard. 

The Council recognises the importance of the Local Centre as a key piece of community 

infrastructure and will continue to monitor the situation closely. If development does not 

commence before 12 July 2026, the outline planning permission will lapse, and any 

future scheme would require the submission of a new full planning application. 

I trust this provides helpful clarification at this stage. Further updates will be provided 

once the position with the developer and the marketing process has been clarified. 

Kind Regards, 

  

Chief Executive 

Cherwell District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cherwell.gov.uk%2Finfo%2F115%2Fplanning-process%2F169%2Fplanning-enforcement%2F4&data=05%7C02%7Cpaul.canning%40bicester.gov.uk%7C5d74c1aa445048b7993008ded37d22b6%7C7bc7c4c040604eeaa2033933d07e0803%7C0%7C0%7C639180731632838913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AH97OWpAhMdo4HSitkDFRcHsLTVQOs6O1vIyqiHOyW0%3D&reserved=0
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           Agenda Item 8 

  

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  Planning Committee Meeting  
  Tuesday 7th July 2026 

 

 

Chair: Cllr Nick Mawer 

Contact: 01869 252915 | nick.mawer@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Paul Canning  
Contact: 01869 252915 | paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

 

 

MOD Site use for Asylum Accommodation 

 

1. Background 

The Home Office plans to use former military sites to house 1,250 of asylum seekers with planning 

permission being sought to build accommodation at MOD Bicester in Oxfordshire.  

 

Questions have been raised as to why the government would want to build asylum accommodation 

at the location, given that the last attempt to do so in 2001 was halted. Members of the public have 

raised their concerns and have been signing petitions to prevent this from being approved.  

 

Concerns surrounding costs, locality, economic impacts as well as environmental are all needing to 

be reviewed to fully understand the viability of the proposal.  

(See Appendix 8a) 

 

 

2.  Proposal  

     The Committee is requested to NOTE and comment on the report. 
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Appendix 8a. 

 

Cherwell District Council update on MOD site in Bicester 

 

No engagement or consultation had taken place with the district, in any capacity, 

beforehand, and full details have not been provided. What is known is the Home Office 

intends to explore use of the currently redundant MOD site located at site A of the 

Bicester Garrison, located between Piddington and Upper Arncott, as early as the end 

of 2026. 

The centre forms one of three new sites announced by the Home Office to house 3,700 

people, with an average of 1,200 per site, as part of the government’s ambition to end 

the use of hotels for asylum accommodation. 

Councillor Lesley McLean, Leader of the Council, said: “This is another arbitrary 

decision from the Home Office, taken yet again, without any consultation with the 

council, residents or locally elected members.  

“It’s astounding to think that proposals of this scale are being brought forward by 

government without communication with the local authority and affected communities. 

“I have serious concerns about whether sufficient considerations have taken place to 

ensure the right support, infrastructure and safeguards will be in place ahead of the 

proposed opening later this year. I will be writing to the minister to press for clarity, 

transparency and guarantees that the government will have the resources needed to 

mitigate the impact on our communities and local services if, and when their facility 

opens. 

“The council will be asking the Home Office and other partner agencies including 

Oxfordshire County Council and Thames Valley Police to work with us to ensure that 

any provisions are suitable both for those staying there and those who live alongside”. 

 

Dated 26th June 2026 
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Agenda Item 9 

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  Planning Committee Meeting  
  Tuesday 7th July 2026 

 

 

Chair: Cllr Nick Mawer 
Contact: 01869 252915 | nick.mawer@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Paul Canning  
Contact: 01869 252915 | paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

 

Updates on Large Developments and associated issues    
1. North West Bicester 

2. Graven Hill 

3. Other business Strategic Sites 
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Agenda Item 10 
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Agenda Item 12 

  

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 

   

  Planning Committee Meeting  
  Tuesday 7th July 2026 

 

 

Chair: Cllr Nick Mawer 

Contact: 01869 252915 | nick.mawer@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Officer: Paul Canning  

Contact: 01869 252915 | paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Forward Plan 

 
1. London Road level crossing 

 

2. A41 Review 

 

3. Market Square 

 

4. S106 funding for Cemetery 

 

 
The Committee RECOMMENDED to REVIEW and COMMENT on the Forward Plan. 

 


