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Bicester Town Council 
 

 

Bicester Town Council Meeting 

Ref: BTC06/2425 

Monday 20th January 2025 at 19:00hrs 

Council Chamber, Garth House, Launton Road, OX26 

6PS 

 

Members: 

 Cllr Damien Maguire – Chair, Cllr Jim Webb – Vice - Chair  
Cllr Harry Knight, Cllr Tom Beckett, Cllr Nick Cotter, Cllr Donna Ford,  

Cllr Dan Hallett, Cllr Sam Holland, Cllr Rachel Mallows, Cllr Nicholas Mawer,  
Cllr Christopher Pruden, Cllr Alisa Russell, Cllr Les Sibley,  

Cllr John Willett and Cllr Paul Wheatley  
 

 

Other Circulation: 

Cllr John Broad, Cllr Simon Lytton, Cllr Calum Miller, Cllr Michael Waine,  

Cllr Rob Parkinson and Cllr Frank Ideh 
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Council Offices, The Garth, 
Launton Road, 

Bicester, 
Oxon. OX2 6PS 

Telephone: 01869 252915 
Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk 

www.bicester.gov.uk  
 

 
 

 
Tuesday 14th January 2025, 
 
To all members of the Bicester Town Council,  
 

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Full Council that will be held on Monday 20th 

January 2025, in the Council Chambers based within the Garth House, Launton Road, OX26 6PS to 

commence at 19:00 for the transaction of the following business. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Phil Evans 
Town Clerk 
 

Agenda 
All Council Meetings are open to the public and press, unless otherwise stated. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
To consider apologies and reasons for absence. Committee members who are unable to attend 
the meeting should notify Bicester Town Council (enquiries@bicester.gov.uk) prior to the 
meeting, stating the reason for absence. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this Agenda in accordance 
with Bicester Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

3. Public Session                  
In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make representations, ask 
questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  
 
Time allocated shall not exceed 10 Minutes. No member shall speak for more than 2 minutes. 
 

4. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting      (Pages 5 - 7) 
To confirm the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following Town 

Council Meeting: 

- BTC05/2425 – Monday 14th October 2024 

5. Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting            (Pages 8 - 12 ) 
To confirm the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following Finance 

Committee Meeting: 

file://///GB-BIC-AD/BTC$/MEETING%20DOCUMENTATION/enquiries@bicester.gov.uk%20
file://///GB-BIC-AD/BTC$/MEETING%20DOCUMENTATION/www.bicester.gov.uk%20
mailto:enquiries@bicester.gov.uk
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- FIN02/2425 – Tuesday 9th July 2024 

 

6. Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting            (Pages 13 - 17) 
To confirm the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following 

Planning Committee Meeting: 

- PL03/2425 – Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

7. Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting           (Pages 18 – 27) 
To confirm the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following Policy 

Committee Meeting: 

- POL01/2425 – Tuesday 18th June 2024 

- POL02/2425 – Monday 16th September 2024 

- POL03/2425 – Tuesday 8th October 2024 

8. Minutes of the Working Parties Meetings            (Pages  28 - 30) 
To confirm the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following 

Working Party Group Meeting: 

- BTAG02/2425 – Thursday 19th September 2024 
 

9. Market Square CDC Update  
A verbal report will be offered from officers at CDC to offer updates on progress to 

the above project. 
 

10. Budget Setting for 2025/2026 (Full detail report Appendix 2)     (Pages 31 – 35) 
Councillors are asked to APPROVE the budgets for the following financial year. 

10.1 Breakdown for Precept Request 

10.2 Alternative Budget Motion Proposal by Cllr Ford 

Item 11.2 to be addressed before finalising Report 11 (Full detail Report APPENDIX 3) 

 

11. Financial Report(s) Pass Through              (Pages 36 - 41) 
In line with Finance Regulations the Council is asked to APPROVE the following 

Reports that have been approved through the relevant committees. 

11.1 Outdoor Team Rest Room  

11.2 Asset Disposal 

11.3 Earmarked Reserve spends 

 

12. Conclusion of Audit (Audit Report APPENDIX 1 (Page 52))          (Pages 42 - 48) 
12.1 Interim Audit 

12.2 Independence and competence of the internal auditor 

12.3 Notice of conclusion of audit and external auditors report 

Councillors are asked to APPROVE the Audit conclusion. 
 

13. Councillor Stepping Down from Role            (Page 49) 
Councillors are asked to APPROVE an adjustment to roles for the year 2024/2025 
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14. Mayor’s Report                 (Pages 50 - 51) 
Councillors are asked to NOTE the Mayor’s Report. 
 

15. Councillor Motion               (Page 52) 
Councillors asked to APPROVE the following motions as laid out by the proposer Cllr 

Sam Holland. 
 

16. Exclusion of Press and Public       

That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the 

consideration of the items set out below on the grounds that publicity would be 

prejudicial to the general interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted. 

 

17. Whitelands Lease Legal Steer  
A verbal report will be offered from our legal advisor as to the councils position on 

the delay incurred from the new lease/ Service level agreement being received by 

Cherwell District  
 

18. Date of Next Meeting: 
 
Monday 10th  March 2025 – 7pm, The Chamber Room, Garth House 
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Agenda Item 4 
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Agenda Item 10 

  

 

      BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Budget Setting for 2025/2026 
 

1. Overview 
 

To give the Committee the opportunity to review the draft budget for the financial year 1st 

April 2025 to 31st  March 2026 before the full council approves the budget and agrees a 

precept.   

Detailed budget Figures are provided in Appendix 1 – this was created from the Detailed 

Income and Expenditure Report to 30/09/2024 from Rialtas.  The following columns were 

added: 

Draft Budget 25/26 – The Town Clerk’s draft budget with alterations to figures highlighted in 

yellow and red. 

Total estimated expenditure for 24/25 – RFO’s estimated figures subject to accruals at year 

end and further expenditure during the year. 

Actuals for the previous 5 years and two years future predictions. 

 

2. Alterations since the Environment and Policy Committee meetings: 

 

The presented budget at the Environment Committee Meeting and the Policy Committee 

Meeting was deferred in the last Finance Committee meeting on Wednesday, 4th 

December 2024. 

 

It contained the alterations made to the following ledger codes considering new information 

regarding NI increases and predicted growth in Band D households and the amounts are 

highlighted in yellow: 
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Ledger Code:   Original Budget figure  Altered figure 

108/1076 Precept   £1,836,242.76  £1,872,967.62 

105/4001 Central NI   £32,500   £33,973.70 

300/4001 Environment NI  £30,750   £33,494.52 

308/4001 Whitelands NI  £15,375   £20,297.28 

110/4313 Play Area   £51,648.16   £79,232.52 

 

Further alterations have now been suggested in budget meeting held on the 20th December 

2024 after taking into account queries raised from the Finance Committee meeting held on 

the 4th December 2024 and are in red. 

 

Ledger Code:   Original Budget figure Altered figure 

108/1096 Inc – Interest rec.  £65,000   £85,000 

110/4301 Garth House   £17,500   £5000 

110/4313 Play Area   £79,232.52   £51,732.52 

301/4190 Parks and Gardens   £400,000   £460,000 

 

3. Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to NOTE the contents of this report and the 2025/2026 budget 

as set out in Appendix 2/3  

The Committee is asked to refer to agenda item 11.2 and conclude the proposed motion  

The Committee is asked to APPROVE the budget for the year 2025/2026.   
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Agenda Item 10.1 

  

 

      BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Precept Breakdown  
1. Overview 

 

To give the Committee the opportunity to review the precept for 1st April 2025 to 31st  

March 2026 before the full council approves the budget and agrees a precept.  We have 

applied a 2.3% increase to the amount that Bicester Residents pay. 

 

2. Background 
 

Bicester Town Council is obliged to set a balanced budget and to agree a precept 

annually. This report covers the Financial Year 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026. The 

precept is the amount of money that is collected on the council’s behalf from the council 

taxpayers in the town area. The precept is expressed as a total cash sum and as an 

amount per Band D household.  

 

3. Tax Base 
 

Cherwell District Council (CDC) calculates the tax base figure for the district and for each 

town or parish within the district – the tax base figure is expressed as an averaged number 

Band D households.  

 

The Draft Tax Base Band D increase from last year to this year has been issued.   

 

Estimated 2025/2026 = 13,439.40 

 

Broadly speaking, the tax base figure increases in line with the number of homes in the 

town. 
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The precept is calculated by dividing the total precept sum by the tax base.  For Bicester 

Town Council, the estimated tax base figure for 2025/26 is 13,439.40 being a small 

increase on the 2024/25 figure of 13,219.40.   

 

Below is an excerpt from the draft figures report: 

 

 
4. Council Tax Calculations 
 

Precept request per 
year   Amount 

     

2025/2026  £1,872,967.62 

2024/2025  £1,800,238.00 

     

Tax Base per year   
Band D Equivalent 
Properties 

     

2025/2026  13,439.4 

2024/2025  13,219.4 

      

 

Draft estimated Council tax bill for a Band D property: 

Year 2025/2026:  £1,872,967.62 / 13,439.4 = £139.36 

Year 2024/2025:  £1,800,238.00 / 13,219.4 = £136.18 

An estimated 2.3% increase will show on the bill of each resident at Band D, it 

increases from £136.18 (2024/25) to £139.36 (2025/26): 

£139.36 - £136.18 = £3.18 

£3.18 / £136.18 x 100 = 2.3%  

 

5.  Recommendation 
 

The Committee is asked to RECOMMEND the precept with the understanding that the 

precept is subject to change once the Band D numbers are confirmed by Cherwell District 

Council and will ask the Full Council to APPROVE the precept and the amount of the 

precept of £1,872,967.62. 
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Agenda Item 10.2 

 

  

 

        BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Alternative Budget Motion 

 
1. Overview 

 
Standing Order 2.0 allows councillors to raise a motion supported by a Councillor that’s 
seconds the motion (in this case seconded by Councillor Nick Mawer) 
 
The Motion to propose an Alternative budget has been made by Councillor Ford. 
 
Full Detail found in APPENDIX 3 
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Agenda Item 11.1 

 
 

 

 

  BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Outdoor Restroom 
 

1. Overview 
1.1. Currently the outdoor team are based in the stables yard. The current restroom facilities 

are now out of date, open to the elements and do not allow for a drying room, proper 

toilet facilities or kitchen. 

 

2. Proposal  
2.1. The existing condemned portacabin is removed from Claytons yard with electricity and 

water and drains disconnected. 

 

2.2. A new anti-vandal portacabin is installed with restroom facilities, toilet and drying room. 
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2.3. Quotes below include delivery and installation from Supplier A. 

 

Supplier A - £18,000 excluding VAT  

Supplier A was approved by the Environment committee on the 18th November 

 

2.4. Service and Infrastructure - Cut off and re-connect mains electricity, water, drainage, 

install CCTV and new chairs and tables - £8,500 

 

3. Recommendation 

The Council is asked to APPROVE Supplier A , in line with the finance regulations , 

supporting the approval already given by the Environment and Finance Committee. 
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Agenda Item 11.2 

 

 

    BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Asset Disposal 
 

1. Overview 
The RFO is required to ensure that an appropriate and accurate Register of Assets is 

maintained. 

2. Background 
According to Financial Regulations: 

14.2.  No tangible moveable property shall be purchased or otherwise acquired, sold, 

leased or otherwise disposed of, without the authority of the council, or relevant 

committee together with any other consents required by law, save where the estimated 

value of any one item or tangible movable property does not exceed £1000. 

3. Obsolete Items 
 
List below is a table illustrating obsolete items that will be removed from our Asset 
Register as they are beyond repair. 
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4. Recommendation 
The Council is asked to APPROVE the removal of the above asses , in line with the 

finance regulations , supporting the approval already given by the Environment and 

Finance Committee.- Officers will try to sell the listed equipment as spare and repairs. 
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Agenda Item 11.3 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Earmarked reserve spend 
1. Overview 

Cherwell District Council sent a late quarterly invoice for landscape recharges due from 

last year.  

 

2. Background 
 

i. The amount of £132,765.93 (exc.VAT) from CDC pertains to part of the green 
infrastructure and is from the last finance year budget 301/4190 Parks and Garden 
Contract.  Ledger 4190 was overspent at the end of 2024/25 so it was requested that 
it be taken from Earmarked Reserves 901/9014 Green Infrastructure.   

ii. Councillors asked the RFO to take advice from the Internal Auditor as to whether this 
should be a revenue expenditure or taken from Earmarked Reserves. 
The advice given was: ‘So long as an earmarked reserve legitimately exists for this 

type of expenditure then the reserve can be used for that purpose. 

In terms of in year reporting though – the items will still fall to be reported as current 

year expenses and will be reportable in box 6 of the AGAR as such.  The expenses 

can’t be posted directly to reserves.’ 

 

3. Proposal 
 

i. Pay for the invoice out of 301/4190 Parks and Garden Contract demonstrating the 
current year expenditure as the accrued invoice amount had not been set aside in 
the Earmarked Reserves. 

ii. Pay for the invoice of £132,765.93 (exc. VAT) out of 901/9014 from Earmarked 
Reserves 901/9014 Green Infrastructure. 
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4. Recommendation 

The Council is asked to APPROVE the above spend from earmarked reserves , in line with 

the finance regulations , supporting the approval already given by the Finance Committee. 
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Agenda Item 12.1 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Interim Audit 
 

1. Overview 
The Council has received the first interim audit for 2024/2025.   

 

The Internal Auditor, Mulberry & Co conducted a remote audit commencing on the 28th 

November 2024.  Recommendations for actions required are shown in bold text in the 

Interim Audit report and is attached as Appendix 2. 

 

2. Recommendations for actions by the Auditor:  
 
Actions required to be addressed, have been listed below with explanations of 
requirements. 

 

iii. A.  Books of Account (page 3 of the report) 

In account 4160 CC 102 Civic Expenses there were 10 sales invoices posted to this 

expense code.  These need to be removed to an income code as income and 

expenditure must not be netted off. 

 

Action taken:  The RFO has now journalled the sales invoices to the correct ledger 

code. 

 

iv. B.  Financial regulations, governance and payments (page 5) 

The council is reminded that it is a legal requirement of the Freedom of Information 

Act to publish draft minutes within 20 working days of each meeting. 

-  Town council – last set 20/05/2024 

- Environment – last set 19/03/2024 

- Finance committee - last set 26/03/2024 

- Planning – Last set 16/04/2024 

- Policy – last set 22/04/2024 

mailto:damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk
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Action taken:  All dated minutes require publication as soon as possible; Town Clerk 

has been notified, the task will be addressed by the new Events and Marketing 

Administrator. 

v. C. Risk Management and Insurance 

The wording of the minute approving the precept must be sufficiently clear to show 

beyond reasonable doubt that council approved the precept and the level of that 

precept as it is not clear from the minutes what has been requested. 

 

Action taken:  The RFO has inserted the following wording in the Finance Committee 

Budget Report for 2025/2026 that will be recommended to the Full Council: 

‘The Committee is asked to RECOMMEND the precept with the understanding that 

the precept is subject to change once the Band D numbers are confirmed by 

Cherwell District Council and will ask the Full Council to APPROVE the precept and 

the amount of the precept of £1,872,967.62.’ 

vi. G. Payroll 

The auditor was unable to verify the PAYE payments to the government gateway 

account. 

 

Action taken:  The RFO has raised the enquiry with the Town Clerk and contacted 

our payroll provider to investigate if this is something they hold as they complete 

PAYE payments on our behalf.  Should an account not be held, the RFO will apply 

for one. 

 

vii. J. Year End Accounts 

The council, at its meeting to sign off the year-end accounts, must discuss Section 2 

of the AGAR (Annual Governance Statement) and record this activity in the minutes 

of the meeting.  Council is reminded that this must be a separate agenda item prior to 

the signing of Section 2 of the Agar (Annual Accounts) 

 

The following were the minutes from our year end Full Council meeting held on the 

Monday 24th June 2024: 

19/2425 Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Section 1) Report 
 
The Full Council NOTED the accompanying documents and CONSIDERED and 
AGREED the contents of Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2023/2024 
 
20/2425 Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Pt 2) Report 
 
The Full Council thanked the Officers for their work with the Internal Audit and year end 
reports. 
The Full Council CONSIDERED and AGREED the contents of the Annual Governance 
Statement (AGAR Pt 2). 
 
 

Action taken:  Although we had two separate agenda items for Section 1 and Section 
2, there was no recording of the discussions that took place when reviewing Section 
2 of the AGAR.  Further evidence of what was considered needed to have been  



Page 44 
 

 
recorded.  In the next year’s meeting when the 24/25 AGAR is discussed, greater 
detail is required and needs to be recorded in the minutes. 

 

3.  Recommendation 

Councillors are asked to NOTE the information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 45 
 

Agenda Item 12.2 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

 

Independence and Competence of the internal Auditor 
 

1. Overview  

19. The purpose of this report is to: 

• confirm the current appointment of the internal auditor; 

• review the independence and competence of the Council’s internal auditor in 

accordance with good practice guidance offered by the Joint Panel on 

Accountability and Governance (JPAG) Practitioners’ Guide published by NALC. 

 

2. Background  

It is a requirement that each local authority demonstrates annually that it has considered 

the independence of its internal auditor.  

 Best practice guidance for Internal Audit may be found in Section 4 the Joint Panel on 

Accountability and Governance (JPAG) Practitioners’ Guide published by NALC.  That 

guidance is reproduced as an annexe to this report. The Practitioners’ Guide is updated 

annually and the version annexed is the most recent published in March 2024. 

The guide says the following about Independence (paras 4.9-4.11): 

• “Independence requires the absence of any actual or perceived conflict of 
interest. It means that whoever carries out the internal audit role does not have 
any involvement in, or responsibility for, the financial decision making, 
management or control of the authority, or for the authority’s financial controls 
and procedures. 

 
 

• A current or recent authority member, who cannot demonstrate independence 
from decisions in the year to be audited, cannot be its internal auditor. Similarly, 
it would not be appropriate for any individual or firm with a personal connection to 
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a member or officer of the authority to be appointed. Conflicts of interest must be 
avoided, such as in cases where an external provider of accounting software or  
 
services to the authority, also offers internal audit services through an associate 
company, firm or individual. 

• There is no requirement to rotate auditors but the independence of the appointed 
person or firm should be reviewed every year with regard to; personal 
independence, financial independence, and professional independence.”  
 
Further the following guidance is offered on the subject of Competence: 

• “Evidence as to competence might include letters of recommendation from other 
similar Authorities.” 
 

3. Findings 

The Council’s current internal auditor – Mulberry & Co was first appointed in the 
2017/18 financial year as an outcome of a tendering exercise that took place in October 
2017. The initial contract covered the internal audit for the years ended 31 March 2018, 
2019 and 2020 with an option to extend to cover the years ended 31 March 2021 and 
2022.  Full Council agreed to the appointment of Mulberry & Co for 2024/25 & 2025/26 
(in addition to 2023/24) in the meeting BTC05/2324. 
 

 Mulberry & Co has an extensive practice across the south-east of England.  

 Mulberry & Co is a member of the internal Audit Forum which was set up in 2022 with 

the following aims: 

• To promote the provision of high-quality Parish and Town Council internal audits. 

• To promote the provision of high-quality internal auditors. 

• To foster good working relationships between internal auditors, councils and 
external auditors. 

 

 Mulberry & Co passes the independence test, in that there is an absence of any actual 

or perceived conflict of interest and the size of the practice indicates that there is also 

financial and professional independence. The competence test is also passed in that 

the evidence demonstrates that Mulberry & Co has an established practice in local 

council audit. 

4. Recommendations: 

The Committee is asked to REVIEW the independence and competence of the 

Council’s internal auditor in accordance with good practice guidance offered by the Joint 

Panel on Accountability and Governance (JPAG) Practitioners’ Guidance published by 

NALC and to make recommendations to Full Council confirming the current 

appointment of the internal auditor. 
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Agenda Item 12.3 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

 

Notice of Conclusion of Audit and External Auditors report 
 

1. Overview - External Audit Financial year 2023/2024 

The Council has received Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 

2023/2024.   

2. The Background 

By law, Council must approve the conclusion of audit.  This Committee is asked to note the 

audit and recommend it to Council for approval.  Below is an excerpt - External Auditor 

Limited Assurance Opinion 2023/2024.  The Full Report is Appendix 4. 
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5. Future Actions required 

 

i. Greater attention is required by the RFO when reporting minute references and 

ensuring that references match those approved minutes. 

ii. The published Notice of Public Rights for 2024/2025 must contain the contact details 

so as to satisfy the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

iii. The Fraud and Corruption policy requires reviewing at the next Policy Committee 

meeting on the 10th February 2025. 

 

Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to NOTE the Notice of Conclusion of Audit and the report of the 

External Auditor as well as future actions required. 
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Agenda Item 13 

 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Councillor Role Change 
 

1. Report Detail 

For personal reasons Deputy Mayor Jim Webb has reluctantly decided to step down from 

his role as deputy Mayor.  

2. Standing Order 13 (Below) 

 

 

3. Nominations 

Councillors are asked in line with Standing Order 13 to NOMINATE a candidate to 

assume the role of the deputy Mayor for the remainder of the 2024/2025 period.  
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Agenda Item 14 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   

Contact: damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk  

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

Ward Affected: All Wards  
 

Overview 
 

During the period of 8th October 2024 to 13th January 2025  - the following visits were made:   

 

The Mayor, Cllr Damien Maguire, attended the following functions: 

October 

  9th – St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Radio Show 

  11th – SSAFA, Open Doors Café  

  14th -18th – Assemblies, The Cooper School 

15th – Bicester Baby Bank, Visit 

15th – The High Sheriff’s Court Sermon & Glove Ceremony, Christ Church Cathedral, 

Oxford 

20th – Langford Community Orchard, Bicester 

24th – Assembly, The Cooper School 

25th – Wildlife Trust Awards 

November 

  1st – Imagex Prize Draw, Pioneer Square 

6th – Home Start AGM, Banbury 

11th – Remembrance Service, Caversfield 

20th – RAF Croughton, Civic Information Evening 

28th – 30th Bicester Foodbank, Tesco 

28th – 7 Year Celebration, Forget Me Not, Bicester 
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28th – 30th Bicester Foodbank, Tesco 

December 

6th – Christmas Tree Festival Opening, St Edburgs Church, Bicester 

12th – Carol Service, HMP Bullingdon Prison 

January  

  11th – Bicester Foodbank  

 

The Mayor Cllr Damien Maguire and Consort Mrs Amanda Maguire, attended the 

following functions: 

October 

20th – Mayor of Thames Civic Service, St Mary’s Church, Thame 

22nd – Annual Lord Lieutenants Civic Service, Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

November 

10th – Remembrance Service, Parade and Lunch, St Edburgs Church / Officers’ Mess, 

Bicester 

  16th – Chairman of Cherwell District Council, Charity Dinner, Banbury 

December  

13th - 16th – Twinning, Neunkirchen Seelscheid, Germany,  

16th – Chair of Oxfordshire County Council  Carol Service, Abingdon 

22nd – Annual Christmas Carol Concert, Lord Mayor of Oxford, Town Hall 

24th – Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas, Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

January  

  10th – Chair of Oxfordshire County Council’s Charity Gala, Mercure, Oxford 

 

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr Jim Webb and Consort Deb Webb, attended the following 

functions: 

November  

  30th – Christmas Light Switch on, Market Square, Bicester 

December 

1st – Burford Civic Carol Service 

  15th – Santa Fun Run, Pingle Field, Bicester 

16th – Oxfordshire County Council Chair’s Carol Service, Abingdon 
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Agenda Item 15 

  

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
20th January 2025 

 

 

Chair: Mayor Damien Maguire   
Contact: 01869 252915 damien.maguire@bicester.gov.uk       

Phil Evans – Town Clerk 

 

Ward Affected: ALL 

Councillor Motions 
 

1. Overview 
 

Standing Order 2.0 allows councillors to raise a motion supported by a Councillor that’s 
seconds the motion (in this case seconded by Councillor Nick Mawer) 
 
The Motion to propose an Alternative budget has been made by Councillor Holland. 
 
Motion 1 
 
"This council re-affirms that it wants to retain access for all vehicles over the London Road 
Crossing Railway level Crossing. And, that it will respond to the non-statutory East West 
Rail consultation to that effect, urging them to re-consider their proposals”. 
 
The council should vote on whether to approve or reject the motion.  
 
Motion 2 
 
"This council views Oxfordshire County Council’s 'Dark Skies' proposals with deep concern. 
Whilst the County Council have pledged to consult, we are deeply concerned about the 
impact this proposal will have on all Bicester residents' safety, but particularly that of 
women and girls, at night in our town.  
 
We therefore request that the Town Clerk writes to Oxfordshire County Council confirming 
that this council will not support any proposal which negatively impacts the safety of its 
residents”. 
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Appendix 1 


