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Bicester Town Council 
 

 

Events Working Party Meeting 

Ref: BE04/2425 

Wednesday 29th January 2025 at 19:00hrs 

The Council Chamber, Garth House, Launton Road, 

OX26 6PS 

 

Members: 

 Cllr Christopher Pruden – Chair  
Cllr Alisa Russell, Cllr Donna Ford, Cllr Damien Maguire and Cllr Jim Webb 

 
 

Substitute Members: 
Cllr Tom Beckett, Cllr Nick Cotter, Cllr Dan Hallett, Cllr Sam Holland,  

Cllr Harry Knight, Cllr Rachel Mallows, Cllr Nick Mawer, Cllr Les Sibley,  
Cllr Paul Wheatley and Cllr John Willett 
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Council Offices, The Garth, 
Launton Road, 

Bicester, 
Oxon. OX2 6PS 

Telephone: 01869 252915 
Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk 

www.bicester.gov.uk  
 

 
 

 
Wednesday 22nd January 2025 
 
To all members of the Events Working Party, 
 

 
 
Phil Evans 
Town Clerk 
 
 

Agenda 
All Council Meetings are open to the public and press, unless otherwise stated. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
To consider apologies and reasons for absence. Committee members who are unable to 
attend the meeting should notify the Town Clerk (phil.evans@bicester.gov.uk) prior to the 
meeting, stating the reason for absence. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this Agenda in 
accordance with Bicester Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

3. Minutes of the Events Working Party                  (Pages 4 - 5) 

To APPROVE the MINUTES and RESOLUTIONS of the following Events Working Party 
Meeting held on: 

• BE03/2425 – Thursday 14th November 2024 

4. Public Session 
In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make 
representations, ask questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business 
included in the agenda. 

Time allocated shall not exceed 10 minutes.  No member shall speak for more than 2 
minutes. 
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5. Events Committee Report       (Pages 6 - 106)                                                                                                       
  The Working Party is asked to NOTE and COMMENT on the reports. 

 

6. Provisional Event and Marketing Strategy 2025          (Pages 107 – 112) 

   The Working Party is asked to NOTE and COMMENT on the reports. 

 

7. Forward Plan                                (Page 113) 
     The Working Party is asked to NOTE and COMMENT the Forward Plan. 

 

8. Date of Next Meeting: 
To be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Page 4 
 

Agenda Item 3 
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Agenda Item 5 

 

BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT  

29th January 2025 
 

 

 

Chair: Councillor Chris Pruden 
Contact: 01869 252915 chris.pruden@bicester.gov.uk       

Officer  – Paul Canning 
Contact: 01869 252915 paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

Ward Affected: All 

Civic and Democratic Event Plans 2025 
1. Background 

1.1 Our civic and democratic events play a crucial role in fostering community spirit and civic 

engagement. As we look ahead to spring and summer 2025, we are committed to building on 

this foundation by introducing a series of events designed to celebrate our community's 

diversity and encourage active participation in local governance. 

2. Overview 

2.1 The Mayor Making Ceremony is a cherished tradition that celebrates civic leadership and 

community spirit, marking the beginning of a new chapter in our town's governance (Event 

Plan Appendix a). 

 

2.2 The Flag Raising ceremony is a meaningful way to recognize and honour the dedication and 

bravery of our armed forces, bringing the community together in a shared expression of 

respect and gratitude (see Event Plan Appendix b). 

 

2.3 The Easter Egg Hunt event promises to be a delightful and engaging experience for families, 

fostering a sense of community and celebration during the Easter season (Event Plan 

Appendix c). 

 

2.4 This 80th anniversary event aims to honour the legacy of those who served, educate the 

community about the historical significance of VE Day, and foster a sense of unity and 

remembrance (Event Plan Appendix d). 

 

2.5 Armed Forces Day is a meaningful opportunity for the community to come together, show 

support for our military, and celebrate the dedication and bravery of our service members 

(Event Plan Appendix e). 

 

2.6 Family Fun Day (Teddy Bears' Picnic) is a wonderful opportunity for families to come together, 

enjoy a day of outdoor activities, and create lasting memories (Event Plan Appendix f). 
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2.7 The Outdoor Cinema Event promises to be a memorable evening of entertainment and 

community bonding, perfect for families and friends to enjoy together (Event Plan Appendix 

g). 

 

2.8 The Music Event promises to be a vibrant and enjoyable experience, celebrating local talent 

and fostering a sense of community (Event Plan Appendix h).  

 

1. Recommendation 

Committee is RECOMMENDED to NOTE and COMMENT on this report.   
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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Agenda Item 6 

 

     BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL 
EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT  

29th January 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

Chair: Councillor Chris Pruden 
Contact: 01869 252915 chris.pruden@bicester.gov.uk       

Officer  – Paul Canning 
Contact: 01869 252915 paul.canning@bicester.gov.uk 

Ward Affected: All 

Provisional Event & Marketing Strategy 2025 
1. Background 

1.1 While past efforts in events marketing have faced challenges. The new Events and 

Marketing Administrator is actively developing a comprehensive and robust plan to enhance 

our future Civic and Democratic initiatives.  

 

2. Overview 

2.1 Increase Community Engagement: Develop and promote events that resonate with 

the community, encouraging higher participation and fostering a sense of belonging. 

2.2 Enhance Visibility: Utilise various marketing channels, including social media, local 

media, and partnerships, to increase awareness and attendance at events. 

2.3 Diverse Event Offerings: Introduce a variety of events catering to different interests 

and demographics to ensure inclusivity and broad appeal. 

2.4 Strengthen Partnerships: Collaborate with local businesses, organizations, and 

stakeholders to create mutually beneficial opportunities and enhance event offerings. 

2.5 Feedback and Improvement: Implement mechanisms to gather feedback from 

attendees and continuously improve the quality and relevance of events. 

These goals aim to create a vibrant and engaging events calendar that meets the needs and 

interests of Bicester  residents.  

2.6 Please see Appendix 1 (Provisional Event Marketing Strategy 2025) for more 

details. 

 

3. Recommendation 

The Working Party is RECOMMENDED to NOTE and COMMENT on this report.   

 

mailto:chris.pruden@bicester.gov.uk
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BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL  

EVENTS WORKING PARTY FORWARD PLAN 
Wednesday 29th Jan 2025 

 

 

 

Christmas Light Switch On 2024  -  Report 

 

Christmas Light trail 2025 -  Report   

  

 


