BTC04/2122
Minutes of the Bicester Town Council Meeting

A meeting of the Bicester Town Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 16th November 2021 at 19:00hrs at The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester, Oxon OX26 6PS

Present: 
Cllr Nick Mawer – Chairman 
Cllr Alex Thrupp 
Cllr Nick Cotter
Cllr Sandy Dallimore
Cllr Donna Ford
Cllr Dan Hallett
Cllr Harry Knight
Cllr Zoe McLernon
Cllr Lynn Pratt 
Cllr Les Sibley
Cllr Jason Slaymaker

In Attendance: 
Paula Lopez - Locum Clerk Support 
Julie Trinder – Administration Officer
Cllr Calum Miller - OCC

329/2122 Apologies for Absence
RESOLVED that apologies were received from Phil Evans - Acting Chief Officer,
Cllr Richard Mould, Cllr Dan Sames and Cllr Fraser Webster.

330/2122 Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED that no declarations of interest were received.

331/2122 Public Session
RESOLVED that representation was received from Cllr Calum Miller in regard to matters surrounding the former Chief Officer. 

Chairman of the Council, Cllr Nick Mawer, clarified for Cllr Calum Miller the appropriate process for raising concerns. 

332/2122 The Stables
A presentation was given by Giles Brockbank from Ridge and Partners LLP with proposed plans for the redevelopment of the stables and site yard.  

Thanks, was given to Ridge and Partners LLP for the presentation.

A request was made for a Recommendation for high level costings for the redevelopment of The Stables for discussion at the next Town Council meeting. 

333/2122 Minutes of the Town Council Meeting
RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the minutes and resolutions of the following Bicester Town Council Committee meeting. 

BTC03/2122 - 7th September 2021 



[bookmark: _Hlk88039534]334/2122 Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting
RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the minutes and resolutions of the following Environment Committee meeting:

ENV03/2122 - 27th September 2021

Agenda Item 15 - 229/2122 should read Postponement and not Cancellation

335/2122 Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the minutes and resolutions of the following Finance Committee meeting:

	FN03/2122 – 5th October 2021
		
336/2122 Minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings
RESOLVED that Council confirmed the minutes and resolutions of the following Planning Committee meetings: 

PL05/2122 - 13th September 2021
PL06/2122 - 11th October 2021

337/2122 Minutes of the Policy Meetings
RESOLVED that Council confirmed the minutes of resolutions of the following Policy Committee meetings:

POL03/2122 - 2nd August 2021
POL04/2122 - 20th October 2021

338/2122 Questions on Working Parties and Other Groups
RESOLVED that no questions were raised.

339/2122 Report from Oxfordshire County/Cherwell District Councillor
Councillor Sibley reported:
· The 20-mph scheme will eventually apply across the county.  
· The design for the Banbury Road Roundabout was approved by Cabinet 16th November 2021.
· Plans for the Graven Hill Surgery are still on-going.  

Councillor Lynn Pratt reported:
· [bookmark: _Hlk88043552]The Sainsbury's fins are due to be replaced week commencing the 10th January 2022. 
· Site Visits for members of CDC Planning Committee to the properties on Queens Avenue and North Street have still not been arranged.
· Funds have been handed over to OCC from Sainsbury's for the repair of the lights in Manorsfield Road

Councillor Nicholas Mawer reported:
· [bookmark: _Hlk88043852]Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) need to provide a good network to include all areas and the London Road level crossing. 

12. 340/2122 Report of the Town Mayor
RESOLVED that Council NOTED the Mayor’s report. 

13. 341/2122 The Banbury FM Motion
      RESOLVED that the decision WELCOMED OFCOM (UK communication regulator) and support Banbury FM to allow a truly local radio station in Bicester. 

14. 342/2122 Welcome Back Fund Pop-up Art Gallery
       It was NOTED that permission was given to go into the old Marks and Spencer’s (44-46 Sheep Street) building for 6 weeks commencing 20th November 2021. 

15. 343/2122 External Audit
RESOLVED that the Council REVIEWED and ACCEPTED the external audit and the notice of conclusions of audit.

The Council thanked Bicester Town Council staff for their hard work in achieving this audit.  

16.  344/2122 Exclusion of Press and Public

RESOLVED That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the items set out below on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the general interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

17.  345/2122 Whitelands
    The Locum Clerk Support stated that she had advised the Acting Chief Officer to do a full business plan and bring back to Full Council before a decision is made as to whether to transfer responsibility for this to Bicester Town Council. 

RESOLVED that authority be given to Cllr Richard Mould, Phil Evans - Acting Chief Officer and Cllr Jason Slaymaker to proceed with a business plan.  

The Council thanked The Chairman of Policy for his commitment and time.

18. 346/2122 Freedom of Entry or Honour Alderman
 RESOLVED that the motion as amended was agreed by Council that the Award should be presented with the title being either a Freeman or Freewoman and not Alderman or Alderwoman as this award is reserved for principal councils.  

19. 347/2122 Banbury Road Roundabout
       RESOLVED that there was an amendment to the recommendation to add Bicester North Councillors to discussions with OCC Officers and Gately Hamer.  
Council RESOLVED to give authority to arrange a meeting with Gately Hamer to discuss the proposals.  It was also agreed that the Acting Chief Officer engages a valuer to value the land in question. 
Close of Meeting: 21.02 hrs
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