POL05/2021

	
Minutes of the Bicester Town Council 
Policy Committee Meeting

A meeting of the Bicester Town Council Policy Committee was held on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 19:00hrs on Zoom.  

Present: 
Cllr Richard Mould - Chairman
Cllr Lynn Pratt – Vice-Chairman
Cllr Dan Hallett
Cllr Nick Mawer 
Cllr Dan Sames – entered the meeting at 7.29pm
Cllr Les Sibley
Cllr Jason Slaymaker
Cllr Alex Thrupp
Cllr Fraser Webster

In Attendance: 
Samantha Shippen – Chief Officer
Julie Trinder – Administration Officer
Donna Ford

334/2021Apologies for Absence
RESOLVED that apologies were recorded from Oxfordshire County Councillor Lawrie Stratford. 

335/2021 Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED that Councillor Lynn Pratt declared an interest in item 7 as a member of the Strategic Delivery Board and Cherwell District Council executive member.

336/2021 Minutes of Policy Committee 
RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the Policy Committee meeting POL4/2021 held on 21st December 2020 to be signed at a later date.

337/2021 Public Session
RESOLVED that the Committee received no representations.

338/2021 Assets Management Update
1.1 Garth House
Chief Officer informed the Committee weddings will resume as from Easter weekend.
1.2 Garth Stables
Chief Officer informed the Committee that a pre-start meeting had been held with Ridge & Partners LLP and works will commence 6th April 2021.
1.3 Burials Grounds
Chairman of the Committee reported that a meeting has been arranged for NW Bicester’s Agent to discuss availability of new burial ground.

Chief Officer and Chairman of the Committee will be hosting a meeting on Monday 8th March with Funeral Directors and Clergy to make sure they understand the issues Bicester Town Council has. 

RESOLVED that Committee:
1. ENDORSED the actions of the Chief Officer in respect of the planned preventative maintenance project at Garth House;
2. REVIEWED the Masterplan Programme received from Ridge & Partners LLP;
3. APPOINTED councillors and officers to attend a briefing session with Ridge & Partners LLP and agree dates/times suitable for a meeting;
4. CONSIDERED the update on the burial ground.

The Chairman brought forward item 10 on the agenda.
 
10. 339/2021 Burial Space
RESOLVED that Committee NOTED the update on burial space at the Cemetery and instruct officers in respect of options identified. 
	
340/2021 Major Town Initiatives
RESOLVED that the Committee NOTED the minutes from:

6.1 Bicester Strategic Delivery Board: 29th October 2020 
6.2 Bicester Vision CIC Executive Board Meeting: 7th January 2021
6.3 Bicester Vision CIC Meeting: 4th February 2021

341/2021 Strategic Delivery Board Review 
1. RESOLVED that the Committee ADVISED the Chairman of Policy of the response to the Strategic Delivery Board Review;
2. RESOLVED to make a recommendation to Council in regard of the two representatives for Bicester Town Council.  

       The Chairman of the Committee requested that the Chief Officer is elected on to the proposed Board as a Senior Officer in the town. 

342/2021 Financial Regulations (GP8) Review
RESOLVED that the Committee REVIEWED Financial Regulations (GP8) and recommend they are delayed until June 2021 for approval by Council. 

343/2021 Grant Applications Privacy Notice Review
RESOLVED that the Committee AGREED to APPROVE the revised Grant Applications Privacy Notice. 

1. 344/2021 OYPA Agreement
RESOLVED that the Committee:
1. CONFIRMED arrangements for financial support to OYAP beyond November 2021;
2. CONSIDERED the OYAP proposal;   

3. 345/2021 TOWN ENTRANCE SIGNS
RESOLVED that the Committee APRROVED the design for town entrance signs and await a further report on costings. 


4. 346/2021 Photocopier Replacement
RESOLVED that the Committee:
1. CONFIRMED supplier number 2 as the preferred option;
2. AGREED the Council purchases a photocopier, 

5. 347/2021 HR Advice and Support
RESOLVED that the Committee AGREED to consider views on options for HR advice/support. 

6. 348/2021 Forward Plan
RESOLVED that Committee reviewed the forward plan and AGREED to remove the date April 2021 from ‘new burial ground and memorial policy’.

7. 349/2021 Exclusion of Press and Public
That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the items set out below on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the general interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

8. 350/2021 Land and Leases Update
RESOLVED that the Committee ADVISED Officers of the direction to take in relation to the land matters. 

It was AGREED that:
1. the Chief Officer continues to advise the Committee on the basis that this is not in the ‘open’ interest;
2. update on the ‘pink’ at each Policy Committee meeting
3. it was suggested a meeting be held with Cherwell District Council to establish ownership of land.   

351/2021 358/2021 Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 26th April 2021 –   7.30pm

Meeting close: 8.42pm
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