BTC04/2021
Minutes of the Council held on Tuesday 1st September 2020 by Zoom. 

Present:
Cllr Jason Slaymaker – Chairman 
Cllr Dan Hallett
Cllr Harry Knight
Cllr Nick Mawer
Cllr Zoe McLernon
Cllr James Metcalf
Cllr Richard Mould
Cllr Robert Nixon
Cllr Alex Thrupp 
Cllr Frazer Webster
	
In Attendance:
Samantha Shippen – Chief Officer
Julie Trinder – Administration Officer
	
	
	
Minute Number
	
Agenda item
No
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1

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

RESOLVED that apologies were received from Cllr Les Sibley and 
Cllr Lynn Pratt.  


	101/2021
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

RESOLVED that no declaration of interest were received.  


	102/2021
	3





	PUBLIC SESSION

Lt Col Alex Atherton Commanding Officer of Bicester Garrison attended the meeting and thanked the Mayor and Councillors for considering the Freedom of Entry to Bicester Garrison. 
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	MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the following minutes and resolutions of the Town Council meeting:

BTC03/2021 – 22nd June 2020 to be signed at a later date. 

The Chairman brought forward item 12 on the agenda.

FREEDOM OF ENTRY

RESOLVED that the Committee:
1. APPROVED the Freedom of Entry be bestowed upon Bicester Garrison HQ.
2. AGREED the date for such be discussed with the Garrison and Church.

3. AGREED that a church service and a reception be arranged to mark the occasion where a commemorative scroll and appropriate gift will be exchanged.  

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the following minutes and resolutions of the Environment Committee Meeting:

ENV02/2021 – 21st July 2020 to be signed at a late date. 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

COUNCIL noted amendments to minutes FIN02/2021 – 27th July 2020:

Item 9, Chief Officer to investigate the possibility of transferring funds to a higher yielding account. 
 
RESOLVED that subject to amendments the Minutes be confirmed and signed at a later date.   

MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

RESOLVED that the Council confirmed the following minutes and resolutions of the Planning Committee Meetings:

PL03/2021 – 13th July 2020
PL04/2021 – 10th August 2020

QUESTIONS OF WORKING PARTIES & OTHER GROUPS

No questions were raised.  

REPORT FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY/CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr Mould reported:

Cherwell District Council had been discussing the effect of COVID-19 and how funding from central government has been left short.

Funding from reserves and the rest from staff vacancies which will not be filled along with savings from staff working at home and no incurring costs in the office such as heating, printing, stationery, no visitors on site and a significant saving with travel costs.   

Cllr Sibley asked for any Oxfordshire County Council specific issues please email him directly.




REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR

RESOLVED that the report was NOTED.  

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL PLAN REVIEW CONSULTATION

Chief Officer informed the meeting that the Local Plan had only arrived on the previous Friday before the last Planning Meeting and the report has been appended to Council Committee.  

RESOLVED that:
Council COMMENTED on the Cherwell Local Plan Review 2020:  
· Housing, what do we want to see?  Bungalows/housing for the elderly, affordable/social housing
· Infrastructure needs to be in place
· Speed limits to be put in place which will cause traffic to go through Market Square
· Green spaces, these need reserving
· Local Sports Facilities, not just football and rugby, Healthy Town, make sure sport provisions are within the town and built in the plan
· Town Centre, vitality is important, Town Centre first
· Water stress an issue
· Post COVID-19 world

Chief Officer to draft a response and take back to Planning Committee. 
 
Cllr Mould to submit Bicester Vision and Bicester Chamber of Commerce comments to Council. 

INVESTMENTS

RESOLVED that Council NOTED the update.

BANKING ARRANGEMENTS

RESOLVED that Council NOTED the update on investment account and the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CONTRACT

RESOLVED that Council APPROVED the extension of Christmas Lights Contract with Cherwell District Council at a cost of £26,007.04 for 2020.  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 23rd November 2020 – 7pm

CLOSE OF MEETING: 8.03pm  
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