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BTC05/1819
Council Offices,
The Garth,
Launton Road,
Bicester
Oxon, OX26 6PS

Telephone: 01869 252915
Email: enquiries@bicester.gov.uk

Monday 14" January 2019

SirfMadam

All members of Bicester Town Council are summoned to attend a meeting of the Council on
Monday 21%! January 2019 at The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester 0X26 6PS to
commence at 7.00 pm for the transaction of the following business.

N

Spttet

Samantha Shippen
Chief Officer

Members of the public and press are welcome to aftend in accordance with the Public Bodies

(Admission to meetings) Act 1960

Agenda
item
No

Copy
Attached

AGENDA

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this agenda
in accordance with Bicester Town Council's Code of Conduct.

PUBLIC SESSION

In accordance with Standing Orders 1 d-f, members of the public may make
representations, ask questions and give evidence in respect of any item of
business included in the agenda.

Time allocated shall not exceed 10 minutes. No member of the public shall
speak for more than 2 minutes.

MINUTES OF THE BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

To confirm the minutes and RESOLUTIONS of the following Town Council
meetings:

BTC05/1819 - 12t November 2018

Agenda: BTC06/1819 Bicester Town Council Meeting: Page 1 of 3
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Agenda
item
No
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Attached

AGENDA
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MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

To confirm the RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following
Environment Committee meeting:

ENV03/1819 4 December 2018
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

To confirm the RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following
Finance Committee meeting:

FIN04/1819 10 December 2018
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
To confirm the minutes of the following Planning Committee meetings:

PL07/1819 19 November 2018
PL08/1819 19 December 2018

MINUTES OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

To confirm the RESOLUTIONS contained in the minutes of the following
Policy Committee meeting:

POL04/1819 26 November 2018
QUESTIONS ON WORKING PARTIES & OTHER GROUPS

Members are asked to raise any questions they may have regarding the
minutes of Working Parties and Other Groups contained in the Minute Book.

REPORT FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY/ CHERWELL DISTRICT
COUNCILLORS

A report may be delivered to Bicester Town Council from Oxfordshire County
and Cherwell District Councillors.

REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR
Council is asked to note the report of the Town Mayor.
FREEDOM OF ENTRY/LIBERTY

Council is asked to consider the attached report.

Agenda: BTC06/1819 Bicester Town Council Meeting: Page 2 of 3
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3 Agenda AGENDA
O g item
Z No
v 12 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2019/20
Council is asked to note the attached report.
13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 18" March 2019 at 7.00pm.

Agenda: BTC06/1819 Bicester Town Council Meeting:
Monday 21t January 2019
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Mayors Report — 9" November 2019 — 11" January 2019

The Mayor and his Consort have attended the following functions in a Mayoral Capacity:

“9th November

Chair of South Oxfordshire District Council Race Night

10" November

Didcot Town Council Murder Mystery Ball

11t November

Remembrance Day Service, St Lawrences Church, Caversfield

11t November

Remembrance Day Service and Parade, Bicester Town Council

1st December

Christmas Lights Switch On

14 December

The Mayor of Witney's Carol Service

18t December

Bicester Village Christmas Drinks

24 December

Bicester Community Hospital — Christmas Visit

25t December

South Central Ambulance Service — Christmas Visit

8th January

Bicester Concert Band — Practice Night

10t January

DEMS Training Visit

| bz
o,

The Mayor has attended the following functions on his own:

13t November

Forget Me Not Limited

13" November

Sanctuary Housing Volunteer Awards

12 November

Girl Guides UK Parliament Week

7th December

St Edburg’s Christmas Tree Festival Opening

7th December

Tesco & Home Instead Launch, Santa to a Senior

13 December

Dick Whittington, Oxford Playhouse

16 December

Lord Mayor of Oxford's Carol Service

18 December

Fire Station Training Night — Christmas Visit

24 December

Thames Valley Police — Christmas Visit

The Deputy Mayor has attended the following functions:

10" November

Witney Town Council Armistice Centenary Dinner

23" November

Oxfordshire County Council Charity Civic Dinner

11t December

Scouts Carol Service, St Edburg’'s Church

10t January

DEMS Training Visit




Agenda Item 11
BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL
Monday 21%t January 2019

Freedom of Entry/Liberty

Chairman: Councillor Sean Gaul

sean.gaiul@bicester.gov.uk

Contact Officer: Samantha Shippen — Chief Officer
& 01869 252915 samantha.shippen@bicester.aov.uk
Ward Affected: All
1. Background
1.1 The Town Council agreed in principle on 12" November 2018 (minute 239/1819) to

1.2

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

offer the Freedom/Liberty of the Town on Sunday 7" July 2019 to DEMS (Defence
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), Munitions and Search) Training Regiment. Full
details and wording of scroll to be agreed at future Full Town Council meeting.

Until 2010, town councils did not have the power to award Freedom of Entry which
was changed following amendments to the Local Government Act 1972 introduced
through the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009.

Previously this Council has bestowed the honour of Liberty upon 23 Pioneer Regiment
(which is now disbanded) and the 2507 (Bicester) Air Training Corps. The honour of
Liberty has no basis in statute.

In 2018, the Council awarded Freedom of Entry to 1 Regiment RLC in accordance with
the statutory provision.

The Council needs to decide whether Freedom of Entry or Liberty is to be offered to
DEMS.

A vote on “Freedom” requires 2/3 majority of votes rather than the usual simple majority
of those present and voting. A vote on Liberty has no requirement other than simple
majority.

It is usual to acknowledge honours with a church service, although weapons will need
to be kept outside of the church, and a parade. It is also usual to mark the occasion
with an illustrated scroll and sometimes a gift to the Regiment. Council is requested to
consider an appropriate item.

If approved, the suggested wording of a scroll should be agreed and the details of any
gift.

Recommendation

The Council is recommended to

1.

2.

Approve the Freedom of Entry be bestowed upon DEMS Training Regiment on 7t
July 2019;

Agree any details of a commemorative scroll and appropriate gift to be
exchanged.
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BICESTER TOWN COUNCIL
Monday 21°t January 2019

Budget and Precept 2019/20

Chairman: Councillor Sean Gaul

Sean.gaul@bicester.gov.uk

Contact Officer: Samantha Shippen — Chief Officer

& 01869 252915 samantha.shippen@bicester.gov.uk
Ward Affected: All
1. Introduction /Background

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

2.1

2.2

The level of Band D equivalent during the current financial year (2018/19) is £124.75, with
a tax base of 11,253.2. The tax base for 2019/20 has been advised by Cherwell District
Council at an increase of 322.7 to 11,575.9. Although approved by CDC Executive on 7
January 2019, this figure could still be adjusted by the S151 Officer until 31 January 2019,
although unlikely.

The budget attached indicates the actual figures for 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17 and
2017/18; the current year budget, 2018/19 actuals to 30/9/18 (6 months), expected outturn
for 2018/19 and a draft budget figure for 2019/20.

Initial drafts have been presented to the Policy, Environment and Finance Committees,
following which the Chief Officer has made suggested adjustments. The budget comes
with a recommendation for approval from the Finance Committee held on 10 December
2018 (minute 303/1819) following a line by line review.

The budget has been prepared on the base principle of a below 2% increase in Band D,
the increase is currently at 1.98%. It is known that there will not be a government imposed
cap for 2019/20, although advice from government is to keep increases to a minimum.

All budget lines have been reviewed with the historical data taken into account in addition
to known additional requirements.

Attached papers

The attached papers show the detailed budget for all cost centres, a summary of net
expenditure by budget heading, a preliminary precept calculation and a summary of
expenditure, income and net expenditure by cost centre.

The overall requirement for funding on this draft budget is £1,472,686. Band D raised by
1.98% to £127.22 and multiplied by the anticipated tax base of 11,575.9. Only half of the
current year LCTS grant from Cherwell District Council has been taken into account which
in previous years has amounted to £61,716. If the LCTS Grant is received at the current
level a contribution to general reserve of £30,858 will resuit.

Recommendation:
The Council is RECOMMENDED to APPROVE:

1. The budget for 2019/20 with a gross expenditure of £1,687,157, income of
£214,471 and a resulting net expenditure of £1,472,686;

2. The total precept for 2019/20 at £1,472,686;

3. The Band D be increased by 1.98% to £127.22, an increase of £2.47 per year
per Band D property.
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