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Grant Aid 2015

Bicester Town Council publishes the Bicester Garth Gazette, 
which is delivered by Redcore Marketing to 13,800 homes and 
businesses. The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Bicester Town Council or its members, and the inclusion of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement of any 
products or services. 
Further copies of the Bicester Garth Gazette are available from 
the Town Council and local libraries. A pdf version can be 
downloaded from the Council website.
For editorial contributions and diary entries, please call or 
write to Sue Mackrell at 01869 252915, susan.mackrell@
bicester.gov.uk. 
To advertise, please call Lucy Lavers 07813 846569. Produced 
and designed by Push Start Marketing; printed by Oxuniprint.

Staff
Chief Officer / Sue Mackrell MAAT
Operations Manager / Chris Johnson
Administrator Cemeteries and Planning / Julie Trinder
Administrator Receptionist / Kim Simpson
Administrator Events / Laura Wilson
Administrator / Angie Suter
Outdoor Team Leader / Rob Thompson
Outdoor Technician / Lloyd Allen
Outdoor Technician / Ray Crutchfield
Outdoor Technician / Mark Jones
Outdoor Technician / Nigel Williams
Outdoor Technician (Sports) / Phillip Robbins

Contacting Your Town Council
LOG IN to Bicester Town Council on www.bicester.gov.uk, 
or email us at enquiries@bicester.gov.uk.
PHONE IN on 01869 252915.
DROP IN to our office at 
The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester, OX26 6PS.

Welcome to the June 2015 edition of 
the Garth Gazette.

On May 7th residents of Bicester went 
to the polls to elect a new MP, Town 
and District Councils. Bicester now has 
7 wards and in this issue we feature 
a double page election special with 
information about our new MP for 
Oxfordshire North Victoria Prentis, 
and a ward by ward break down with 
pictures and information of your new 
town council.

There are lots of things happening in Bicester this summer with the 
Carnival in June; and Folk Festival, activity day and various music 
and tribute nights all planned for August. Look out for info on the 
bandstand which will have a variety of entertainment for all the family 
on Sunday afternoons from July 5th.  

This edition includes lots of exciting information about local 
organisations and green initiatives; from electric car demonstrations 
to ‘good’ wood and bike schemes. We are also proud to feature the 
brilliant work undertaken on a largely voluntary basis by local groups 
and residents. Congratulations to Beth’s Pink Ladies on their award 
and thank you to all those involved in Bicester's organisations who 
do so much to support the community. Below is a graph that details 
this year's successful Grant Aid applicantions, small grants that will go 
towards specific projects.

Garth House’s hidden history makes for a fascinating read and we shall 
enjoy looking at the various historical items featured with a renewed 
interest. 

Sue Mackrell 
Chief Officer, Bicester Town Council 
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MayoR'S REvIEW

At the beginning of my Mayoral 
year we raised the army flag  at 
The Garth to celebrate Army Day 
and at the end of that week we 
held our annual Carnival, albeit in 
horrible rain! Despite the weather 
the people of Bicester watched 
the parade and finally the sun 
did appear. We were also well 
supported by our troops from 
Bicester Garrison.

Bicester’s long association with 23 
The Pioneer Regiment came to an 
end in July as the regiment prepared 
to be disbanded. Following a 
church service and parade, we 
returned to Garth Park for the 
farewell speeches. I have never 
felt quite so emotional as I did 
looking down at all the service men 
and women both past and present, 
including two Chelsea Pensioners 
who had come from London for 
the day. In September I attended 
the Garrison’s own farwell parade 
in the presence of the Duke of 
Gloucester. It was a privilege to 
have lunch with the Duke along with 
Heather Woods (the widow of 
Charley Woods, who was killed in 
Afganistan), a young private from 
23 Pioneer, and the Colonel of the 
Regiment. I was invited by the Army 
to go to Germany in March as part 
of a delegation of people from 
the town including representatives 
of Ambrosden School, Bicester 
Community College, The Health 
Service, and a housing organisation, 
to speak to the soldiers and 
families of 1st Regiment, Royal 
Logistic Corp who will be coming 
to Bicester in summer 2015.

In August we commemorated the 
start of the First World War with a 
‘Lights Out Ceremony’ in St Edburg’s 
Church, a very moving experience.

In December we had our Santa Run, 
entries exceeded expectation with 
400 plus runners taking part and 
money was raised for the Mayor’s 
Charities and The Hummingbird 
Centre in Launton. I also attended 
seven carol services in the run-
up to Christmas, including Cub 
Scouts, Cooper and Glory Farm 
Schools, and Bullingdon Prison. 

Christmas visits were made to the 
Fire Station, Police Station and Post 
Office Sorting Office. On Christmas 
Day my Deputy, Cllr French, visited 
the hospital, Langford View 
Nursing Home and a Christmas lunch 
organised for people who are 
alone on Christmas Day.

I have been lucky enough to visit 
the Brownies and Girl Guides 
and I attended the Scouting for 
Oxfordshire AGM. I was also 
invited to a service to celebrate 
the bi-centenary of Methodism 
in Bicester, and visited Bicester 
Hockey Club, to name but a few 
of the wonderful volunteer led 
activities in Bicester. I have also had 
the pleasure of attending events 
at USAF Croughton, our near 
neighbours, including a service to 
celebrate Thanksgiving held  in St 
Edburg’s Church, and it was good 
to share this occasion with our 
American friends, many of whom  
live and work in Bicester. 

I have attended events representing 

the town throughout Oxfordshire, 
and have been lucky enough to 
attend concerts of all genres of 
music including our own Bicester 
Operatics rendition of The Messiah.

I would like to end by saying 
that I have attended so many 
wonderful events and visited 
organisations that are run entirely 
by volunteers; from the Scouting 
and Guiding Movement, Army and 
Air Cadets, Food Bank, and many 
more. Without these people much 
of the incredibly important work 
done by these groups would just 
not happen. It is up to all of us to 
encourage the people who are new 
to our community - and yes there 
will be a lot of new residents in the 
coming months and years - to get 
involved in the many organisations 
that are happening in Bicester.  
Perhaps those who have lived here 
for some time might think about 
undertaking some voluntary work.

Cllr Lynn Pratt
Mayor of Bicester 2014-2015 

The Mayor's Review 2014 - 2015

Cllr Lynn Pratt at the Mayor’s Walk (pictured left)
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ELECTIonS

Election Special 2015
The 7th May 2015 saw residents of Bicester going to 
the polls to vote in the General Election and Local 
Elections. We have briefly profiled each of your new 
Town Councillors, District Councillors, MPs and their 
roles. 

Members of Parliament
MPs hold a 'surgery' in their constituency where local 
people can come along to discuss any matters of 
concern for the MP to help with or raise within the 
formal Parliamentary setting.  The dates, times and 
venues of surgeries are normally advertised through 
the local press.  Use the MP’s contact details found on 
their website to make an appointment. 
When Parliament is sitting (meeting), MPs spend most 
of their time working in the House of Commons, raising 
issues affecting their constituents, attending debates 
and voting on new laws.

MPs also try to spend as much time as they can in 
their constituencies, attending functions, making visits 

to schools and businesses etc, and generally trying to 
meet as many people as possible in order to be able 
to fully represent them and their concerns when they 
return to Westminster.

District Councillor
District Councils are the middle tier of local government, 
and deal with a range of local issues and spending. The 
district council is a large organisation which plays a big 
part in the local economy and influences many aspects 
of the district. A large proportion of the work councils 
do is determined by central government. Cherwell 
District Council covers a range of local services which 
include;

 Rubbish collection
 Recycling
 Council Tax collections
 Housing
 Planning applications

and many more.  Visit their website to find out the full 
range of responsibilities and your local District Council 
elected member representative. 

Town Councillor
Your Town Council is the first line of local government 
which deals with many local spending issues.    Bicester 
Town Council provides the following services to local 
residents;

 Allotments
 Public realm management 
 Events, eg summer ‘Music in the Park’   
 and Christmas Lights 
 Sports pitch hire and  management 
 Bus shelters
 Play areas and play equipment
 Grants to help local organisations
 Consultee services for all planning    
 applications within the Bicester Town 
 boundary. 

Visit the Bicester Town Council website to find out 
details of your local elected representative. 

Garth House - Home of Bicester Town Council

new MP for oxfordshire north
The new Conservative MP for North 
Oxfordshire is Victoria Prentis, 
taking over from Sir Tony Baldry 
who served the constituency 
for over 30 years. Victoria is a 
dedicated local resident, she was 
born at the Horton General Hospital 
and grew up on the family farm in 
Aynho, she has always lived locally.
She attended Universities in both 
London and Cambridge, and 

has degrees in English and Law, 
qualifying as a Barrister in 1995. For 
seventeen years Victoria worked 
in the Civil Service as a lawyer, 
and until November 2014 was 
head of the government’s Justice 
and Security team. This involved 
providing advice on military, 
prisons, and national security 
matters, and representing the 
government in court.
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Central Ward

Jolanta Lis-Jolanta was born in Poland and has
lived in the UK since 1971, having served on Bicester 
Town Council for 8 years and as a governor at Bardwell 
Special Needs School in Bicester taking on the role of 
lead governor for Safeguarding. Jolanta also works 
with Children’s Centres, Bicester Citizens Advice Bureau 
and Oxfordshire Schools Forum.

East Ward

north Ward

West Ward

South-East Ward

South-West Ward

Town Ward

Debbie Pickford- Born in Kenya she moved to
the UK when she was 17. Debbie has lived in Bicester 
for 30 years and has served on the Town Council 
for over 20 years and the District Council for 14 
years. Debbie has served as The Mayor, Chairman of 
Environment and she oversaw the introduction of the 
Good Citizens Award.

James Porter- James has represented Bicester
East since 2007, and was privileged to be Mayor of 
Bicester in 2009.
James is involved in many local groups including; 2507 
Squadron ATC Civilian Committee, Oxfordshire Youth 
Arts Project (OYAP), Enrych (Oxfordshire) and is a 
Governor at Bardwell Special Education School. 

Lawrie Stratford- Lawrie moved to Bicester
with his wife Rose over twenty years ago. Lawrie has 
been a governor at several schools within Bicester, 
currently serving at Bure Park Primary. 
Lawrie has been a councillor at Town, District and 
County levels for over 13 years, and was Bicester Town 
Mayor in 2001. 

Rose Stratford- Rose is very active in the
community; she is Chairman of the Bicester Hospital 
League of Friends, a school governor and sits on the 
committee of Bicester East Community Association.
She has served on the council for a number of years 
and as Mayor in 2011. She is Cherwell District Council's 
representative on the County Council's Joint Health 
Scrutiny Committee.

David Magee- David moved to Bicester in 2000
with his family and has lived in Bicester North since 
2002. David was elected to the Town Council in 2011. 
David is passionate about the local environment and 
infrastructure investment.

Melanie Magee- Melanie and her family moved
to Bicester in 2000, and have lived on Bicester North 
since 2002. 
Melaine is passionate about the community and 
employment, specifically tackling youth unemployment. 
She was elected as a Town and District Councillor in 
2011 and in 2013 served as Mayor.

Lynn Pratt- Lynn has lived on Southwold for 14
years, worked at North Bicester Surgery in Bure Park 
and is a Community Governor at Southwold School.
Lynn was initially elected to Bicester Town Council in 
1999 and has represented Bicester North since 2003, 
she has served twice as Mayor of Bicester.

Nick Mawer- Nick has lived in Bicester for more
than 10 years since he moved from the West Midlands. 
He has represented Bicester West for the last eight 
years. Nick works hard to improve the services that the 
Council offers its citizens.

Les Sibley- Les lives in Bicester with his wife Mary
and has two grown up daughters.  
Les has been a Town and District Councillor since 1995 
for the West Ward and served as Mayor in 1997. Les 
was also Vice-Chairman of Cherwell District Council 
1998-99.

Nick Cotter- Nick is a qualified lawyer and former
leader of Cherwell District Council Liberal Democrats. 
Having resigned he is now elected as an Independent 
candidate. Nick lives in Langford Village. He has a 
specific interest in promoting affordable housing and 
pushes for a steady increase in recycling routes and 
inititatives.

Dannie Magee- Dannie moved to Bicester with
her family in 2000, and was educated at primary and 
secondary schools in the area. Currently employed 
in public service, Dannie studied planning at Oxford 
Brooke's University. She has a particular interest in 
infrastructure and youth employment

Dan Sames- Dan has lived in Langford Village for 18
years with wife Susan and sons Thomas and Harry. He 
has served on the Town Council for over 16 years and 
is also a District Councillor. Dan has served two terms 
as Mayor.
Dan is a keen supporter of the work of the Langford 
Village Community Association and the school PTA.

Jim French- Having lived in Oxfordshire his whole
life, Jim joined the Conservative Club in the 1970’s and 
stood as a candidate for Oxford City Council. Upon 
moving to Bicester Jim was nominated and elected 
to the town council eight years ago. Jim is currently 
Chairman of the Traffic Advisory Group and the 
Environment Committee.

Richard Mould- Having lived in Bicester since
1987, Richard has been a councillor since 2008. He 
was previously Town Mayor and is currently Chairman 
of the Policy Committee. Richard is a Trustee of the 
Rainbow Play Group and Feoffee Charity, he acts as a
Govenor of Longfields Primary School and is Chairman 
of the Bicester Children's Centre Partnership Board.
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SuMMER EvEnTS

This year the carnival will be bigger and better than 
ever! 

The theme for the procession is Alice in Wonderland 
to mark 150 years since its first publication. There will 
be a Mad Hatter's fancy hat parade in the arena at 
1pm. We invite all children to make their own ‘Mad Hat’ 
to bring along, each entrant gets a token gift and the 
winners will each receive a prize. 

Alongside all the fantastic arena events, and new for 
2015, we will have donkey rides in the main field. The 
mini steam engine will be returning for rides and keep 
your eyes out for the real thing in the procession 
as we welcome back the Bicester Sweepers steam 
engine to the event. 

As with 2014 we are delighted to be working with 
the DEMS Training Regiment from Arncot who will 
be bringing more of their equipment and will be 
doing a ‘gun run’ style event in the arena. Other firm 
favourites at the event include the petting zoo and 

football freestyling, so there really will be something 
for everyone. 

The gate entry remains at £3 for over 16’s with under 
16’s free.

The procession begins at 12 Noon with the event 
officially opening at Pingle Field at 1 p.m.

27th June - Bicester Carnival 2015 in association 
with armed Forces Day

18th July - Robbie Williams & olly Murs Tribute night
New for 2015 we have the ever popular Robbie Williams tribute act Paul Reason who - along with Mitch Corner 
as Olly Murs - will bring you a ‘poptastic’ musical event with a live band and dramatic lighting. This really will 
be a show not to miss!

Gates open at 6.30 p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. start. Tickets are £10 for over 16’s, £5 for under 16’s, under 5’s free.

The Bandstand
The Sunday afternoon slots on the bandstand will be filled with a variety of different performers, so 
come and join the Bicester Concert Band on Sunday 5 July  and the Bicester Comedy Players on Sunday 
12 July– these events are free and run from 2-4 p.m. There will be other acts confirmed throughout the 
summer so pop along and see what’s on!
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SuMMER EvEnTS

5th august - Bicester 
activity Day & Teddy 
Bears' Picnic
A firm favourite for young people aged 0-19, the 
Activity Day and Teddy Bears' Picnic returns with a 
climbing wall, Zorbs, face paints, junk modelling and 
much much more...

Don’T FoRGET aLL THE aCTIvITIES aRE FREE!!

29th august - Summer Season 
Finale SoulSide Band
Our season draws to a close with the welcome return of the SoulSide 
band who will be bringing you all the hits from the worlds of Soul, 
Motown and Disco. Gates open at 6.30 p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. start. 
Tickets are £10 for over 16’s, £5 for under 16’s, under 5’s free.

Trinity Camerata
Summer 2015 

Sunday 21 June 2015, 3.45 p.m. at 
St. Edburg's Church, Bicester

Conductor: Sam Laughton

Verdi: Overture to Nabucco

Bruch: Violin Concerto No. 1 
(Soloist: Joo Yeon Sir)
Dvorak: Symphony No. 6

Tickets £10 (children £5) on the door
“Great Music on your doorstep”

www.trinitycamerata.org
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CoMMunITy

Tesco Pingle Drive Bicester would 
like to introduce Sue Evans, Alison 
Sainsbury and Susan McCloskey, 
who all work closely with our local 
community and local charities. They 
are able to offer physical help with 
community projects eg; help with 
school gardens or litter picking 
in local parks. We also offer free 
school visits for tours of the store, 
to teach children more about 
where their food comes from. The 
tours are open to all primary aged 

children including, Cubs, Beavers, 
Rainbows and Brownies. If you 
can't get to us we can bring our 
tour to you.
If you have any suggestions of 
how you think the Tesco Bicester 
Team might get involved in our 
community please contact Sue 
Evans on 07597 194012 or email 
at 2113@uk.tesco.com. 
All resonable requests are seriously 
considered and every enquiry will 
be responded to.

Tesco's new community links

How a Foodbank works...
Food is donated
Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, in-date food to the 
foodbank. All food given out by foodbanks is donated.
Supermarket collections are one of the main ways that food is donated: These are food 
drives held at supermarkets where volunteers give shoppers a ‘foodbank shopping list’ and 
ask them to buy an extra item or two for local people in crisis. 
We also publish a downloadable shopping list and details of places that you can leave your 
donation on our website www.bicester.foodbank.org.uk

Frontline care professionals identify people in need
Care professionals such as doctors, health visitors, social workers, Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Police identify people 
in crisis and issue them with a foodbank voucher.

Clients receive food
Foodbank clients bring their voucher to a foodbank centre where it can be redeemed for three days emergency food. 
Volunteers meet clients over a cup of tea or free hot meal and are able to signpost people to agencies able to help 
solve the longer-term problem.

Our foodbank also runs a rural delivery service, which takes emergency foodboxes to clients living in rural areas who 
cannot afford to get to a foodbank.
Please visit our website for more information or to make a donation www.bicester.foodbank.org.uk

2015 is OYAP Trust’s 10th birthday and Bicester 
Village’s 20 year anniversary. We are delighted to 
be celebrating together by running a summer of 
inspirational events for 7 - 24 year olds in The Studio, 
generously sponsored by Bicester Village.

This summer's highlights include:

- Join us this summer as we build characters and sci-fi 
sets to create our own Star Wars-themed animation 
films with accompanying futuristic soundtracks in our 
“Star Warz – Sounds of the Future” workshop (ages 
7-11).
- Why not practice your drama skills while you try 
your hand at stage combat and experiment with stage 
make-up this summer, as we create and perform our 
own outlandish versions of a Horrible History (ages 
7-11).
- Following on from our recent teen-focused YouTubes 
workshop, get creative with music this summer and 
work alongside musicians and with professional 
sound equipment to produce your very own summer 

soundtrack. Take it to the next level by filming a music 
video and upload it to YouTube. 

Over the spring, the Youth of Bicester project took 
to the streets to interview and photograph the many 
faces of Bicester. The photos and interview quotes 
were then collated in to a Book of Bicester (BOB), 
called I am BOB.  OYAP General Manager Caroline Tress 
said “I am BOB was a fantastic way for young people in 
Bicester to get to know their local community, and for 
the community to see young people doing something 
really positive.” The project was supported by 
Positive Activities Fund, Sanctuary Housing, Artswork 
and Sainsbury’s. 

The "YoBs", with OYAP’s support, were responsible 
for setting up The Studio youth arts café in Crown 
Walk in October 2013. Since then the programme of 
activities at The Studio has grown and is now thriving. 
For more information please contact 
Carmen@oyap.org.uk or call 01869 602560 (or come 
and visit us at The Courtyard, Launton Road).

10 years of creativity celebrated this summer
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ECo nEWS

Local stakeholders and residents had the opportunity 
to test drive electric cars at A2Dominion’s launch 
event of its partnership with Fleetdrive Electric to 
accelerate the transition to ultra-low emission vehicles 
at NW Bicester.

Vehicles included the Tesla Model S, BMW i8 and i3, 
Audi e-tron, VW E-Up, E-Golf, Mitsubishi Outlander 
Phev and Nissan Leaf, as expected the Tesla was 
the most popular with the BMW i8 close behind. 
Motorists were pleasantly surprised at how quiet and 
easy to drive the vehicles were. During their test drive 
they learnt about the car and the potential savings in 
fuel costs and the environmental benefits of driving 
electric.

As  well  as  boasting  an  electric car club, car charging 
points will be available communally and optionally 

available to all 
homes on the 
first phase at 
North West 
Bicester.
The goal is 
to get 10% 
of residents 
switching to 
pure electric or 

plug-in hybrid vehicles over the next two years.

Additionally community buses are in service from the 
outset and all homes are located within 400m of a 
bus stop, with live timetable updates in each home. 
Cycle stores come as standard for each home and 
the development has safe, segregated cycle-ways 
and pedestrian routes linking directly into the town’s 
existing network.

Green transport at Bicester

Bicester Green re-use 
centre is encouraging 
people to get involved 
with their latest project 
aimed at turning waste 
wood into something 
useful. ‘Good Wood’ is 
funded by Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation 
and means that wood 

which would have otherwise been thrown away can 
be turned into bird boxes, planters, picket fences, or 

even magazine racks! The items will then be available 
to buy from the workshop.

The project will be run in the Bicester Green 
workshop; Mondays & Fridays from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
and Wednesdays 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Bicester Green is on McKay Trading Estate, Station 
Approach, Bicester and is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m – 5 p.m. 
New volunteers and donations of bicycles, small 
electrical items and furniture are always welcome. For 
more information visit www.bicestergreen.org.uk. 

 ‘Good Wood’ at Bicester Green 



10

CHaRITy nEWS

When people are struggling with housing issues it can 
seem like there is no help and no one is available to 
help them get through those troubled times.

Since 1995 Connection has been supporting clients 
to avoid homelessness and social isolation, as well as 
achieving independence.

Can you spare a few hours to help prevent 
homelessness?  As a volunteer you will have the 
opportunity to make a difference to the lives of 
people in your community, sharing your own skills and 
life experiences in order to help support them with 

their housing-related needs.

If you would like to know how you can get involved 
please visit our website www.connectionfs.org or 
contact Angela Dormon on 07799 110037
angeladormon@connectionfs.org 

Lending a helping hand to those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Hospital is now open, 
what an improvement for patients 
and staff! All the feedback we 
have had from our new hospital has 

been very good. One patient said 
that it was like being in a top hotel 
with the addition of first class 
medical care. 

The League of Friends continues 
to support the hospital. We 
make beds, serve drinks and have 
manned the desk in reception and 
now are able to provide assistance 
to the hospital everyday thanks to 
our rota of volunteers. A big thank 
you to everyone who responded 
to our call for new volunteers.

Our on-going fundraising has meant 
we have recently been able to 
purchase laundry trollies, special 
kitchen equipment for the therapy 
department and patient lifting 
equipment. We also continue to 
purchase small items to help make 
the patients' stay more enjoyable.
If you would like to learn more 
about us, or contact
Rose Stratford, Chairman
01869 244036
rose.stratford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Bicester Hospital League of Friends

Beth’s Pink Ladies are a group of friends and family who came 
together following the death of our beloved friend Dr Bethan 
Reading, who sadly lost her battle with Breast Cancer in January 
2013, aged only 34. 

We were keen from the outset to do something that would be 
proactive and positive to keep her memory alive, to support other 
people with the disease and help fund finding a cure. BPL have run 
a range of various activities since our inception in 2013; including a 
24 hour Horse Relay and a Zombie Arobathon helping contribute 

to the charity 
raising over £35, 000 in its first 
two years. We were lucky enough 
to be honoured with an award 
by Breast Cancer Campaign’s Best 
New Regional Group in 2014.

We are always on the lookout for 
people to help the cause, anyone 
who wants to be involved, from 
running a marathon to holding a 
cake stall, please contact us online 
www.bethspinkladies.co.uk

Beth’s Pink Ladies – Fighting breast cancer in 
Bicester.
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LoCaL InTEREST

In April 2015 we celebrated two years of Bicester 
Heritage’s ownership of the former RAF Bicester. 
Since purchasing the site from the MOD in 2013 
Bicester Heritage has kick-started a major campaign of 
restoration of the UK’s best-preserved WW2 bomber 
station. All in a bid to save the derelict site, rejuvenate 
the historic buildings for modern use and to create a 
centre for historic motoring and aviation in the UK. 

In 2008 the conservation area of RAF Bicester was 
placed on the Historic England ‘At Risk Register’ and 
deemed to be the most at-risk of all defence estates 
in the UK. However, under new ownership the site has 
been transformed. The second phase of architectural 
restoration has come to a close, providing a run of 
unique workshops, soon be home to a further range 
of specialists (in addition to those already there) 
focused on supporting the historic motoring and 
aviation sector. 

At present the on-site specialist businesses range 
from vehicle and aircraft storage and a leading vintage 
Bentley specialist to a heritage oil manufacturer, an 
upholsterer and many more. Each business contributes 
to the automotive ecosystem, helping to create a 
motoring community of like-minded businesses on hand 
to deliver a high level of service for historic vehicle 
owners. In addition to the ‘marina-like’ environment, 
this significant site has hosted a range of photographic 
and film work including; The One Show, Fifth Gear and 

a vast array of motoring publications in the UK, Europe 
and as far away as Japan! 

On 26th April Bicester Heritage held their 5th Sunday 
Brunch Scramble, which was a roaring success. The 
Specialists opened the doors to their freshly restored 
1920s and ‘30s buildings, allowing unprecedented 
access to their showrooms and workshops. Visitors 
who arrived in and on their cherished vintage vehicles 
were invited to park their pride and joy around the 
base, adding to a display of machines from all ages. 
The former RAF Motor Transport Yard was filled with 
automobilia stands, food stalls and a fantastic display 
of Bristol Cars. Over two thousand people attended 
the Sunday Brunch event and with over one thousand 
cars on display, one could not be found wanting for a 
more eclectic mix of wonderful machinery. 

The next public event will be held on the 20th & 21st 
June when Bicester Heritage will host the Flywheel 
Festival, a celebration of pre-jet age motoring and 
military endeavour. This will allow visitors to get up 
close to feature displays of historic cars, aircraft and 
military vehicles from World War One; Inter-War; 
World War Two; and the early 1950s. In addition to 
the mechanical content, live music from period bands 
will add yet more excitement to the atmosphere, 
while a vintage trade fair will offer period costumes, 
accessories and souvenirs. More details are available 
at www.flywheelfestival.com

Bicester Heritage – Who we are and what we do...
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BRITISH LEGIon

The Royal British Legion support 
of the armed Forces family
The Royal British Legion supports the whole Armed Forces Family - those currently 
serving, veterans of all ages, and their dependants. RBL Pop-In Centres, on-line 
support and freephone number 0808 802 8080, all provide help and advice on:

 • Compensation claims
 • Financial problems
 • Inquests and bereavement
 • Returning to civilian life
 • Care homes
 • Providing breaks for carers, families and children
 • Help around the house
 • Dementia care

Those eligible for support services can be summarised as 
people who are serving or who have served in the Armed 
Forces, their dependants and carers. These groups of 
people fall into the following categories:

 • Beneficiaries
 • Dependants, which include children, spouses and           
   partners and other dependants
 • Carers.

Financial assessment
Some services have additional eligibility criteria. For example, 
services providing financial assistance require an income and savings 
assessment and may not be offered to beneficiaries with incomes 
or savings above the relevant thresholds.

For  further information check the RBL website at 
www.britishlegion.org.uk 
or telephone the Legion helpline: 0808 802 8080

Beneficiaries - 'Beneficiaries' are people who satisfy any of the following:

• Any man or woman who is currently serving as a regular, reserve or auxiliary member of the Royal Navy, Army or 
Royal Air Force and who is aged 16 years or over and has received seven days' pay. 

• Any man or woman who has previously received seven days' pay as a regular, reserve or auxiliary member of the 
Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air Force, and is aged 16 years or over.

• Any man or woman who has served with the Mercantile Marine afloat in hostile waters or as a full-time member 
of allied civil police forces or who is entitled to the campaign medal issued to the Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air 
Force to those giving them direct support or under their command.

• Any member of voluntary aid societies; who has served full time and in uniform in direct support of the United 
Kingdom Armed Forces. 

• Any British subject (whether by birth or otherwise) who has served at least seven days in the forces of an allied 
nation and received seven days' pay from that nation or a resistance organisation of an allied nation during hostilities 
in which the United Kingdom Armed Forces were engaged. 

• Any person who served in the Home Guard for at least six months, or in a bomb and mine disposal unit for at least 
three months, or was awarded the Defence Medal in respect of service in the Home Guard or in a bomb and mine 
disposal unit.

• Financially dependent on a beneficiary; and cohabiting with a beneficiary; and related to a beneficiary by way of 
birth, marriage or civil partnership. Or someone who is entirely dependent on a beneficiary due to a physical or 
mental impairment.
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LoCaL HISToRy

With the local and national elections behind them 
Bicester Town Councillors can now get on with the 
task of looking after the interests of the townsfolk. 
Councillors meet in the Council Chamber of the Garth. 
On the wall of the chamber are listed the previous 
Chairmen of Bicester Urban District Council (1895-
1973) and the Town Mayors of Bicester Town Council 
(1974 to the present). 

In the centre, normally 
hidden behind a screen, 
is the copy of the Grant 
of the Armorial Bearings 
granted in 1959 – an 

illuminated manuscript signed by various Knights of the 
Realm and the Queen’s Privy Councillors. On the list 
of Bicester Urban District Council Chairmen are names 
that are still familiar to Bicester residence; Grimsley, 
Hudson, Lambourne, Clifton, Goble, Jackson, Clothier, 
Leach, Hollis and a Mrs Lillian Davies who in 1952 was 
the first lady Chairman of the Council. And in 1915, Mr 
W J French (who used to be the town Postmaster, 
when the Post Office was located in the Market 
Square), who went on to be a successful publisher 
and stationer and published many pictorial postcards 
of Bicester that occasionally appear on eBay!

Also in the Council Chamber is the ceremonial Town 
Mace, presented to the Mayor and Councillors in 
1994 by Bicester Garrison, to celebrate the close 
collaboration between the town and the garrison.

In the entrance hall to the Council offices are the 
old town stocks and whipping post that used to be 
situated in Market Square in the 18th and early 19th 
Century. 

There is also a glass 
case that contains the 
various awards and 
commemorative items 
given to the town. 
One unusual one 
which possibly didn’t 
get much publicity at 
the time was the 2003 
Cemetery of the Year Award - for the most improved 
cemetery.

Up in the attic of the 
Garth, apart from 
an older version of 
the list of Bicester 
Urban District Council 
Chairmen, there 
are two plaques 
presented to the 
town in 1943 and 1944 
to commemorate 
“Wings for Victory 
Week” and “Salute 
the Soldier Week” .

These were national 
fund raising events 
when each county 
was set a target for 
the amount of money 
they should raise in 
order to contribute 
to the cost of, for 

example, an aircraft or a tank, which in turn would be 
named after the town or county which raised enough 
money. In turn, districts within each county were set 
individual targets to make up this total. When their 
targets were successfully reached, commemorative 
plaques were awarded by the Air Ministry, Army or 
Navy to recognise their achievement.

However, one 
final item makes an 
extraordinary exhibit. 
It is part of the Garth 
House itself, described 
as a Patent Column W.C. 
manufactured by J. 
Tyler & Sons, London. 
It sat in splendour in 
the attic and has been 
saved for posterity 
(or should that be 
posteriority?!) by 
Bicester Local History 
Society.

Supplied by Bob Hessian 
Bicester Local History 

The Garth a hidden history
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ToWn CounCIL SPEnDInG
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Locks
It might sound obvious but remember to keep all doors and windows 
locked. Many thieves gain entry through open windows and unlocked 
back doors.

Alarms
Alarms are a great deterrent, and can be easily fitted and maintained.  
Remember to turn them on regularly when you leave the house, break-ins 
don’t only occur whilst you’re on holiday!
 

Lighting and sound
Motion sensor lighting can deter burglars; the higher they are, the wider 
the area they illuminate. Timers that turn lamps and even radios on and 
off while you are out will give the illusion someone is at home.

Out of sight
Don’t keep your keys by the front door where a small hand or piece of 
wire could reach them through the letter box. Close your curtains when 
you can and don’t leave laptops and games consoles out in full view. 

Don’t help
Ladders and garden tools can make the job of breaking in a lot 
easier.  Store them out of sight or, better still, lock them away 
with garden furniture, outdoor toys, bikes and expensive potted 
plants.

Need to know
Let your neighbours know when you are going away, so they can 
keep an eye on things. But do not make it common knowledge 
on social media.

If you are a home-owner looking to activate an existing 
alarm system or a business owner looking to secure a 
commercial property, our qualified engineers can 
access, install, maintain and explain everything for you.

With more than 40 years experience, you are in safe 
hands with Safeguard. Give us a call and let us prove 
what others have trusted for years.

 www.safeguardsecure.co.uk                  

Easy ways to keep your home safer this winter

Intruder/Burglar Alarms, CCTV & Access Control Systems Office & Emergency 01869 247750 




