
BICESTERW
in

te
r 

Ed
iti

o
n 

20
14

A Bicester Town Council
Newsletter for
the community

Garth
Gazette

NEWS

WHAT’S ON

SUMMER EVENTS
In pictures



32

Bicester Town Council publishes the Bicester Garth Gazette, which is 
delivered by Redcore Marketing to 13,000 homes and businesses. The 
views expressed are not necessarily those of Bicester Town Council or 
its members, and the inclusion of advertisements does not constitute 
an endorsement of any products or services. 
Further copies of the Bicester Garth Gazette are available from the 
Town Council and local libraries. A pdf version can be downloaded 
from the Council website.
For editorial contributions and diary entries, please call or write 
to Sue Mackrell at 01869 252915, susan.mackrell@bicester.gov.
uk. To advertise, please call 07813 846569. Produced by Push Start 
Marketing
Design by Orange and Blue Design
Printed by OxUniprint, Kidlington.

Staff
Chief Officer / Sue Mackrell MAAT
Operations Manager / Chris Johnson
Administrator Cemeteries and Planning / Julie 
Trinder
Administrator Receptionist / Kim Simpson
Administrator Events / Laura Wilson
Administrator / Angie Suter
Outdoor Team Leader / Rob Thompson
Assistant Outdoor Team Leader / Nick Strange
Outdoor Technician / Ray Crutchfield
Outdoor Technician / Mark Jones
Outdoor Technician / Nigel Williams
Outdoor Technician (Sports) / Phillip Robbins

Contacting Your Town Council
LOG IN to Bicester Town Council on
www.bicester.gov.uk, or email us at
enquiries@bicester.gov.uk.
PHONE IN on 01869 252915.
DROP IN to our office in The Garth,
Launton Road, Bicester, OX26 6PS.
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Welcome 
Welcome to the 2014 winter edition of 
the Garth Gazette.
After a year’s absence we are glad to 
have the Garth Gazette back to share 
Bicester’s news and coming events. 
This Gazette is a real mix of endings 
and remembrance, beginnings and 
inspirations. 
We wave goodbye to the 23 Pioneer 
Regiment that’s been part of Bicester 
since the 1940s, and we remember 
Bicester 100 years after the start of 
WW1. We are proud to mention in the 
Gazette the Oxfam Bicester warehouse 
that is instrumental in helping millions 
of people around the world desperately 
in need of emergency aid, as well as the 
people and groups closer to home who 
give up their time and channel their 
passions into helping others, making a 
big difference in their community. 
There are exciting developments for 
Bicester SW as permission is granted 
for another 700 plus houses with 
community facilities, and for Bicester 
NW, where eight street names have 
been chosen following a unique 
competition to name streets in the first 
phase of homes in NW Bicester - the UK’s 

first eco-town.
We have enjoyed a wonderful summer 
full of events, the highlights of which 
are on pages 4-5, but now the kids are 
back at school Christmas will soon be 
upon us and there are lots of dates for 
your diary and events to entertain us 
throughout the autumn.
The Santa Fun Run is back this year and 
we look forward to receiving your entry 
to help raise money for the Mayor’s 
charities.

Sue Mackrell. 
Chief Officer, Bicester Town Council

A sad farewell to 23 Royal Pioneer Regiment 
It was with a sense of pride, admiration and also of sadness that large crowds gathered in 
Bicester town centre on 27 July, to bid farewell to 23 Pioneer Regiment as they paraded 
through the town for the last time before being officially disbanded in September
‘Pioneers’ are historically defined as a group of far-sighted, 
tough, skilled and determined adventurers who prepare the 
way for others. The Pioneer Corps arrived in Bicester in 1941, 
where they were engaged in the initial construction of the 
Central Ordnance Depot and the military railway. In recognition 
of their work during the Second World War, King George VI 
decreed that the Corps should have the distinction ‘Royal’ 
added to their title, and thus the Royal Pioneer Corps was 
formed in 1946. In April 1993, the Royal Pioneer Corps united 
with the Royal Corps of Transport, the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, the Army Catering Corps and the Postal and Courier 
Service of the Royal Engineers, to form the Royal Logistic Corps.
Over the last three years, the Royal Pioneer Corps has been 
deployed to Afghanistan, Iraq, Bosnia and Cyprus. In the last 
30 years, their key roles have included operational hygiene, 

defence skills (similar to infantry tasks), bricklaying, concreting 
and carpentry, logistic enabling, assault pioneering and 
mortuary affairs. 
The Pioneer Corps has a long history dating back to 1854 as 
it evolved from the Army Works Corps, which was established 
during the Crimean War. With the start of the Second World 
War in 1939, a number of infantry and cavalry reservists were 
formed into works labour companies that soon became the 
Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps (AMPC). Their name was then 
changed to the Pioneer Corps in November 1940. 
At the end of the parade, a Silver Dhow was presented to the 
Mayor of Bicester Cllr Lynn Pratt, who took the final salute, as 
a lasting reminder of the Pioneers and their association with 
Bicester.

‘It is extremely sad to lose such a vital part 
of our community’, said Cllr Pratt. ‘The 
Regiment has had such a positive impact on 
the town for many years. We do hope that 
those who do decide to stay continue to feel 
an important part of our community. 23 
Pioneer will forever remain in our hearts, the 
dedication of Pioneer Square in our town 
centre will ensure they remain an important 
part of the history of Bicester’.

23rd Pioneers farewell

Your Councillors
East
James Porter 01869 388536 
james.porter@bicester.gov.uk

John L. Cozens 01869 243376 
beejaycee@btinternet.com

Rose Stratford* 01869 244036 
rose.stratford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

North
Lynn Pratt* (Mayor) 01869 247080 
lynnpratt123@btinternet.com
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nickdnl@aol.com
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Melanie Magee* 07970 544755 
melanie.magee@me.com

Town
Debbie Pickford* 01869 243322  
debbiepickford@hotmail.co.uk

Jim French (Deputy Mayor) 01869 322876 
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** Denotes membership of Oxfordshire County Council
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2014SUMMER EVENTS
Bicester Town Council Summer Events

Bicester Carnival in Association 
with Armed Forces Day
A rainy start to the day did not stop the residents of Bicester 
and surrounding areas coming out to support the biggest 
Carnival procession yet. The rain continued to pour during the 
Mayor’s Fancy Dress Parade but it didn’t dampen the spirits 
of contestants. The Ministry of Defense supported the event 
with various displays and there was even a team competition 
to disassemble and then rebuild a bomb disposal robot to win 
the Mayor’s cup.  Also in the arena were dance groups and 
cheerleaders with karate and football skill demonstrations too. 
With live music all day from the stage and community stall 
holders bringing plenty of activities, it was a successful event 
that even saw the sunshine in the end.

Rule the World
Another damp start did not deter the people of Bicester 
singing and dancing their way through this year’s 
successful Take That tribute night. The evening started 
with local singer Tamsin Stewart before the headline act 
took to the stage.

SoulSide 
Motown Night
A fantastic night of 
entertainment by the SoulSide 
band who bought a mixture 
of Motown, funk and disco to 
Bicester. This popular 11 strong 
band brought the park to life 
to conclude another successful 
summer season.

Teddy Bear’s Picnic / 
Bicester Activity Day
The Teddy Bear’s Picnic was once again joined 
by the Bicester Activity Day providing activities 
for the 0-19 year olds at Garth Park. With support 
from various groups including the Courtyard and 
The Oxfordshire Play Association, this was another 
successful event for hundreds of young people. 
With climbing walls, face paints and the Mayor’s 
Best Dressed Teddy there was plenty do to for 
everyone.
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NEWSNEWS
New Oxford 
to London 
rail Link 
The train service on the Bicester to 
Oxford line stopped in February 
2014 so work could start on a 
ground-breaking, high-speed rail 
line between Oxford and London 
Marylebone. 
This is the first new rail link between London and a major British 
city in over 100 years, and it will bring significant economic 
benefits for those living and working along the route, as well 
as an additional link to the capital. The £130m investment will 
result in Chiltern Railways running services between London 
Marylebone and a new station, Oxford Parkway at the Water 
Eaton Park and Ride, from summer 2015 and from the centre of 
Oxford from spring 2016.  
North Oxfordshire towns will benefit from improved rail access 
and the fact that the new Parkway station will take traffic off 
the M40 and A34 and relieve pressure on park and ride sites. 
Bicester will also benefit from a revamped Bicester Town station 

with two new platforms and a car park. 
The project will also see the re-establishment of long lost rail 
links such as High Wycombe to Oxford. In order to achieve this, 
a new three-quarter mile line will be built at Bicester to link the 
London Marylebone to Birmingham Moor Street line with the 
existing route between Bicester Town and Oxford.  The latter 
will then be completely rebuilt to modern standards, with new 
track, signalling and bridges.
The project is being delivered in partnership with Network Rail 
as part of the Bicester to Oxford Collaboration, which will also 
see the installation of infrastructure for East West Rail lines that 
will have trains running from Oxford to Bedford from 2017.

One year anniversary celebrations of Pioneer 
Square
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 July was a weekend of promotions, partying and prizes to 
celebrate the first anniversary of the £75 million development.
Pioneer Square and Crown Walk hosted an array of 
entertainment including live music and dance performances, 
stalls and activities, a fashion parade, free face painting and 
tasty treats.
Cllr Norman Bolster, Cherwell District Council’s lead member for 
estates and economy, said: “The opening of Pioneer Square 12 
months ago has completely transformed Bicester town centre 
and brought a whole new shopping, entertainment and dining 
experience to the town. On average, 95,000 visitors use the 
new Sainsbury’s car park each month to spend their money in 
Pioneer Square and the ‘old’ town, helping to create a thriving 
and bustling town centre. With so much to celebrate, it seems 

only fitting to mark the first anniversary of Pioneer Square with 
a weekend of fun, entertainment and offers to thank both the 
shoppers and traders for their support.”
Coles Book Store started the celebrations early on the Friday 
night with a talk and book signing by Sir John Bercow, speaker 
of the House of Commons. Sir Roger Bannister also joined in 
the celebrations at a book signing on the Saturday.
Pioneer Square, which was delivered by Cherwell in partnership 
with Sainsbury’s, was opened on 10 July 2013 by Lt Colonel 
David Clouston and Cherwell’s then-chairman Cllr Lawrie 
Stratford.

709 new homes and additional community facilities 
approved
Approval has been given by Cherwell 
District Council for an additional 726 
houses, a primary school, a village 
centre and a care home to be built on 
the outskirts of Bicester on farmland 
between Middleton Stoney Road and 
Vendee Drive. The homes will be a 
mixture of maisonettes, bungalows and 
houses, and at least 30 percent will be 
affordable housing.
Phase two of South West Bicester, the 
Kingsmere estate, is being built next 
to phase one of the development by 
Countryside Properties. When the work 
is finished there will be 2,300 new 

homes, plus a primary school, a new 
care home, play spaces, sports pitches 
and allotments. 
Andrew Carrington, Director of 
Development at Countryside Properties, 
commented for The Oxford Times: ‘Phase 
two provides additional community 
and social infrastructure including a 
new primary school, as well as excellent 
connections to Bicester town centre and 
the countryside, all of which will help 
create a vibrant place to live’.
The new development will also be 
required to make contributions to 
amenities and services including the 

secondary school on phase one and 
improved transport links including bus, 
roads and rail.
Cllr Rose Stratford, Planning Chairman at 
Cherwell District Council said: ‘We were 
pleased that the developers took on-
board concerns raised by the planning 
committee at an earlier meeting and 
very pleased to note the additional 
facilities, an enlarged primary school, 
provision towards the secondary school, 
and the promised excellent connections 
to the town centre, by walking and 
cycling’.

From apples to carrots – street 
names picked for UK’s first eco 
town
Eight street names have been carefully 
chosen following a unique competition 
to name the streets of the Exemplar, 
the first phase of homes in North West 
Bicester in Oxfordshire - the UK’s first 
eco-town.
Over 900 people entered the competition 
to have their names chosen after the 
theme ‘fruit, vegetables and herbs’ was 
selected by local stakeholders.
Charlotte Avenue and Bramley Avenue 
have made the cut for the first stage of 
the development, along with Portobello 
Close, Pippin Close, Tayberry Close, 
Morello Close, Chantenay Close and 
Orchard Walk.
The theme complements other 
communities in Bicester such as Bure 
Park, which has streets named after 
plants, and Langford, which has streets 
named after birds.
Lead developer A2Dominion and 
Cherwell District Council created the 
competition as part of A2Dominion’s 
community engagement approach to 
involve the existing Bicester community 
in the development.
Louise Caves, strategic partnership 
manager at A2Dominion, said: ‘We had 
so many great entries and it was a tough 

choice trying to pick from them all. We 
are delighted with the chosen names 
which reflect the ethos of NW Bicester 
and have now all been verified with 
Royal Mail for their post code allocation.
‘Part of our ambition for NW Bicester 
is to give residents the opportunity to 
grow and share their own food using 
the community allotments and to make 
the best use of the communal herb 
boxes. The street which overlooks the 
community orchard will be aptly named 
Orchard Walk.
‘As well as allotments and herb boxes, 
each new resident will have a fruit 
tree planted in their garden, so the 
new street names really will reflect 
the character of the development. We 
really valued the involvement of the 
community as we want to give local 
people the opportunity to be a part of 
this unique development. Thank you to 
everyone who helped us to name the 
streets on the first phase’.
The Exemplar phase will consist of 393 
highly energy efficient, true zero carbon 
homes for existing and new residents of 
Bicester.
With construction on the first of four 
phases underway, the Exemplar design 

fosters a community that is vibrant, 
resilient and sustainable.
Streets will incorporate communal 
barbecue areas, seating and features to 
encourage children to play in the street 
safely. 40 percent of the development is 
designated green space.
Homes will all be located within 400m 
of a bus stop and come with bicycle 
storage, access to an electric car club and 
cycle and pedestrian links to Bicester 
Town Centre with the aim of reducing 
car usage to 50 percent. Currently 67.5 
percent of journeys in Bicester are made 
by car.
The first residents are expected to move 
into their new homes in summer 2015.

For more information about NW 
Bicester visit www.NWbicester.co.uk 
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WHAT’S ON in Bicester

Sunday 21 December 2014 ~ 11am ~ Pingle Field 

Name:        Age:  
If you are completing this form on behalf of a group, please write all the 
names (and ages) of the party. This can be written on back of form if required. 
 

Address:          
            
            
Telephone:          
Email:           
 
I will not participate in the Santa Fun Run unless I am fit enough to complete 5km’s. I am 
taking part at my own risk, and the promoters or any person involved in the 
organisation of the event are not responsible for my well being. I have no objections to 
my details being held on computer by Bicester Town Council for future reference. In the 
spirit of Christmas I will wear my Santa Suit at all times during the event. 

I give my permission for photographs to be taken (parent/guardian to sign if under 16)  
 

Signature:        Date:       
 

PLEASE NOTE: Closing date for entries is Friday 5 December 2014.  

Entry Form 

Send your completed entry form and fee to: 
Bicester Town Council, The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester, OX26 6PS 

Or email julie.trinder@bicester.gov.uk for more information. 
Cheques made payable to The Town Mayor’s Account 

www.bicester.gov.uk 

 
Entry fee: 

 
£8 per adult 
£4 per child  
(4-11 years) 

£20 family ticket  
(2 adults and 2 children) 

Includes santa suit, 
participation medal & 

bacon buttie! 

Sponsored by 

Bicester Christmas 
lights 
The big switch 
on Thursday 4th 
December 
Every year the people of Bicester 
turn out in their thousands 
to enjoy the Christmas lights 
event. This year there will be 
hot chestnuts, teacup rides, 
a multitude of stalls and not 
forgetting the special visit from 
Santa in his sleigh. All the action 
takes place in Sheep Street, with 
entertainment from 5pm and the 
lights at 7pm.
Entertainment includes local 
school choirs and local musicians. 
The Mayor, Cllr Lynn Pratt, will be 
in attendance and is thrilled to 
highlight the community spirit 
of the event and hopes as many 
people as possible can attend 
and enjoy the festivities.

The new POP-IN in 
Bicester is now open
Monday-Friday 10am-12 noon
Everyone over 50  is welcome to join us 
for a drink and a chat. Tea and coffee are 
only 40p/50p which includes a biscuit too! 
The POP-IN is situated by the bus stops in 
Manorsfield Road.
There is always a friendly welcome from the 
Volunteers who work there. Do give it a try. If 
you’ve got 2 hours a fortnight to spare, how 
about becoming a Volunteer?
Call in any morning for further details.

Trinity Camerata 
autumn 2014 
family concert
Sunday 16 November 
2014 at 3:45 pm 
St. Edburg’s Church, 
Bicester
Conductor: Sam Laughton
Rossini: La Gazza Ladra (The 
Thieving Magpie)
Stephens: We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt (Narrator: Lynn Farleigh)
Grieg: Peer Gynt
Bizet: Jeux d’Enfants (Petite Suite)

Bicester’s Christmas 
Market
Saturday 6th December 2014 
on Sheep Street

Bicester Choral 
Operatic Society

St Edburg’s 
Foundation – 
Dates for your 
Diary
Saturday September 27th – St. 
Edburg’s History Trail afternoon 3.00 
p.m. to 5.00 p.m.  
A free event with costumed re-
enactments giving the history of St. 
Edburg’s Church from Saxon times to 
the present day. Why not come along 
and find out more about Bicester’s 
oldest building and meet some of 
the personalities who have shaped 
the history of Bicester.
Come in costume if you wish – serfs, 
maidens, monks, peasants and 
knights all welcome!

Monday October 27th – Launch of 
the Photographic Exhibition Week in 
St. Edburg’s at 6.00 p.m. Supported 
by IMAGEX of Bicester, this week-
long exhibition will have Bicester as 
the main theme.
Contact Revd. Maggie Durran ARPS, 
maggiedurran@virginmedia.com, 
for more details, or see ???
For Bicester residents wishing 
to submit photographs, the 4 
categories for submissions are:
1. Best photograph by a child.
2. Best sporting photograph.
3. Best ‘Catching the Moment’ 

photograph
4. Best urban, rural or wildlife scene.  

Monday November 3rd – St. 
Edburg’s Foundation AGM and finale 
of the Photographic Exhibition.  
Guest speaker from the National 
Churches Trust.  Free event – all 
welcome.  7.30 p.m. in St. Edburg’s 
Church.

Friday December 12th to Sunday 
December 14th – Christmas Tree 
Festival in St. Edburg’s Church. An 
event for the whole community.

For more information
www.stedburgsfoundation.co.uk
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Bicester Ladies Circle is looking for new members
Bicester Ladies 
Circle almost 
closed earlier 
this year due 
to dwindling 
n u m b e r s . 
The current 
members have 
fought to save 
the group, and 
m e m b e r s h i p 
has started to 

increase. Ladies Circle is an international 
organisation for women aged between 
18 and 45 which is all about fun, 

friendship and fundraising.
Bicester Ladies Circle meet once a 
fortnight on a Tuesday evening, and 
enjoy activities ranging from archery to 
chocolate-making and from trips to the 
theatre to wine-tasting. ‘It’s a great way 
to meet people and make new friends’, 
explains Tamsin, Bicester Ladies Circle 
Chairman, ‘It was a lifeline for me when 
I moved to Bicester a few years ago as 
I didn’t know anyone in the local area. 
Now I have a whole group of friends 
and get to give something back to my 
community too’.
The group recently donated £1,500 

to Headway Oxfordshire; a result of 
fundraising activities such as collecting 
with Round Table’s Santa float and 
selling glowing items at their firework 
display.
If you are interested in making new 
friends and giving something back to 
your community please get in touch. We 
would love to welcome you along one 
evening to meet the girls. 
For more information about Bicester 
Circle visit
E-mail bicesterladiescircle@gmail.com
Facebook
facebook.com/BicesterLadiesCircle

New Scout Troop enjoys their first camp
16 members of the newly opened 3rd 
Bicester Scout Troop undertook their 
first camp during the weekend of 6-8th 
June, with an action-packed programme 
of water sports. ‘Aqua Camp’ saw over 
350 Scouts from all around Oxfordshire 
descend on Lynch Hill Leisure Centre 
near Witney for three days of activities 
on the water, including: kayaking, 
sailing, rowing, canoeing, dragon boat 
racing and much more.
Scout Leader Elbert Loubser 
commented: ‘We’ve had a fantastic first 
camp, which is going to be hard to beat, 

it was great to see so many happy, but 
exhausted, Scouts get their first taste of 
camping with 3rd Bicester.
None of this would be possible without 
the generosity of the people of Bicester 
and the local charities that have 
supported us over the past few months. 
Our special thanks go to Bicester Round 
Table, Bicester Rotary Club, Highfield 
Social Club and Bicester Town Council 
whose contributions have enabled us 
to purchase the necessary tents and 
camping equipment needed to make 
this a reality.

A highlight of the weekend was seeing 
all the new Scouts and some of our 
Leaders being invested into the Group 
aboard a Dragon Boat, all in the presence 
of our District Commissioner, Nick Davis’.

The 3rd Bicester (Glory Farm) Scout 
group is divided into three sections:
• Beaver Scouts, a colony of twelve 

6-8 year olds • Cub Scouts, a pack of 
twenty between the ages of 8 and 10 
½. 

• Scouts a troop of twelve, between the 
ages of 10 ½ and 14.

Beavers and Cubs meet on Tuesday 
evenings during term time at the 
Bicester Children’s Centre, Glory Farm 
(Beavers) and the Salvation Army Hall, 
Hart Place (Cubs). Scouts meet at the 
Salvation Army Hall on Thursdays.

For further information please contact
Gerald Daniels
3rd Bicester (Glory Farm)
Scout Group
E-mail
3rdBicester@NorthOxfordshireScouts.org.uk
Tel 07935 617290

Young people inspiring creative change
This autumn, Bicester-based youth arts charity OYAP Trust is launching an irresistible 
programme of arts projects for young people in Bicester, all chosen by talking to young 
people about what they want to see happen in their town.

Director, Helen Le Brocq, says “There 
is real value in young people making 
decisions about what is happening for 
themselves. The Youth of Bicester have 
been designing a programme that young 
people will want to take part in. The 
Studio, our youth and community venue 
has been open for a year, and OYAP also 
runs the youth arts programme at The 
Courtyard. There is a new programme 

of after-school activities for all young 
people to get involved in, something for 
everyone.”
The Youth of Bicester is a group of 11 to 
18 year olds supported by OYAP Trust 
who meet in The Studio each week 
to plan amazing projects in Bicester 
including a major music and arts festival 
next summer for young people from 
across our European twin towns. 
Radio Bicester are another example of 
a great project run by young people, 
broadcasting from a professional studio 
at OYAP’s headquarters at The Courtyard. 
If you are interested in getting involved 
in the Youth of Bicester, The Studio or 
Radio Bicester, contact Danny (danny@
oyap.org.uk) or pop in to OYAP’s home 
in The Courtyard. 
OYAP Trust‘s new and improved 
programme for the autumn for young 

people between 7 and 21 is booking 
now, with even more activities and 
irresistible projects, from Horrid History 
youth drama and performing arts, to 
Minecrafters’ digital and creative arts 
club, Roald Dahl’s Art Imaginarium 
for young visual artists, Rock, Pop and 
Music Technology school for bands 
and musicians, and loom banding and 
fashion trending workshops. Everyone 
has the opportunity to gain a nationally 
recognised qualification called the Arts 
Award.

So what are you waiting for? For more 
details go to www.oyap.org.uk
E-mail amie@oyap.org.uk to join OYAP’s 
mailing list and be the first in line to 
secure your place, or take a look at the 
back page of the Gazette for a timetable 
of activities.

Bicester Hospital League of Friends.
We are often asked: Who are you? What do you do?
Who are we?
We are a group of ladies and 
gentlemen who support our 
Community Hospital, which 
we have been doing for the 
last 40 years.
We have lobbied for the 
last 30-plus years for a new 
hospital. 
10 years ago we collected 
9000 letters of support for a 
new hospital. I was privileged 
to take them to Westminster 
and see our MP Sir Tony 
Baldry hand them over in the 
House of Commons.
It has taken a long time, but 
we never gave up the fight. 
As Sir Tony said at the cutting 
of the first sod: ‘These League 

of Friends girls are a force to 
be reckoned with, mess with 
them at your peril’.
It is so exciting to see our 
new hospital become 
a reality. We thank the 
developers and contactors, 
who have kept us informed 
and involved all through the 
development; we really felt 
part of the project.

What do we do?
We raise funds via coffee 
mornings, bring and buy 
sales, and donations. 
This money is spent on extras 
for the patients which the 
NHS does not supply; we also 
purchase extra equipment 

which the nursing staff 
need/want, but again is not 
supplied by the NHS.
A recent example is that for 
the new hospital we have 
paid for over bed tables and 
personal lockers for all the 12 
beds.
We also have a team of 
Volunteers, some do the 
rounds morning and 
afternoon with coffee and 
tea, others make beds in the 
mornings.
If you would like to join 
us we would love to meet 
you, either as a member, or 
possibly as a volunteer. 
Volunteers are always 
needed, and we have a small 

band of dedicated volunteers 
who are always ready to help 
anyone new.

If you would like to learn 
more about us or join us, my 
contact details are below:
Rose Stratford
Chairman
Bicester Community Hospital 
League of Friends.
Cllr Rose Stratford
8 Queens Court
Bicester OX26 6JX
Tel
01869 244036
E-mail
rose.stratford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

New Claypit allotments open and available
After a long wait due to contamination, drainage, access, newts and badgers, the Claypit 
allotments were opened in April of this year.
£45,000 was given by the developer WS 
Atkins, who built the nearby care home, 
to get the site ready. Chris Johnson, the 
Town Council’s Operations Manager, 
said: ‘The money was used to reinstate 
the area to plots including items such 
as paths, fences, weed management, 
gates, water feed and noticeboards’.

The Claypit plots are smaller than 
traditional allotment sizes at 30m2. This 
is to ensure they are a manageable size 
to tend so that all the available land is 
used efficiently and not wasted in plots 
that prove too large to manage. 
Bicester has five allotment sites at Leach 
Road, Colne House, Evenlode House, 

Anson Way and London Road (Claypits) 
with availability across all five sites.
If you are interested in an allotment 
please contact Bicester Town Council on 
01869 252915 for further details.
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What are your biggest 
challenges as Mayor?
One of the biggest challenges 
is keeping on top of my diary, 
being a Councillor on two 
Councils and being Mayor keeps 
me very busy!

Do you think the character 
of Bicester will change with its new expansions and 
developments?
I am confident Bicester will retain its unique character. I would 
encourage all the residents on our new developments to get 
involved with the town and the many organisations that flourish 
here.  A lot of groups are always looking for volunteers and 
what better way to get to know people than by volunteering?

How do you think your second term as Mayor will differ 
from your first?
The main difference is how much busier the Mayor’s diary is than 
it was 10 years ago. As the town has grown more engagements 
have been added to the diary both in Bicester and representing 
the town throughout Oxfordshire.

Is there an event you are most looking forward to?
I am looking forward to the opening of our new hospital, which 
the residents of Bicester have been wanting for a number of 
years. I would like to look back on two recent events; the 
Farewell Parade to 23 Pioneer Corp, the people of Bicester 
turned out in their 100’s to say farewell to the men and women 
of this regiment. The other was the Lights Out Ceremony at St 
Edburg’s Church to mark the 100 year Anniversary of the start 
of World War 1.

If you could instantly change one thing for Bicester what 
would it be?
Bicester is a great place to live, we are fortunate to live not that 
far from London and also from the beautiful Cotswolds, both 
great to visit.  As for change a lot is happening at the moment 
in all parts of the town so I would not be inclined to change 
anything else at the present time!

What is your biggest passion in life? 
My family, I have 6 grandchildren and love them all to bits. They 
do not live locally but I see them all as much as I can.

Councillor Lynn Pratt is Bicester’s Mayor for 
2014/15 and for the second time. Elected 
to Bicester Town Council in 1999 Lynn has 
been on the Council ever since and is also a 
Councillor on Cherwell District Council. 

Lynn has been Chairman of various committees on both Councils 
and enjoys the role very much; finding satisfaction in helping 
residents with any problems they may have.

Bicester’s vital role in worldwide disaster relief
The Bicester Oxfam warehouse is the charity’s largest 
distribution and trading warehouse which helps Oxfam 
meet the humanitarian logistical challenge of preparing 
and responding to disasters and conflicts. From the Bicester 
warehouse Oxfam can rapidly respond to humanitarian crises 
by air freighting or chartering planes to where supplies are 
needed. 
The warehouse stores Oxfam’s water and sanitation equipment; 
everything from buckets and water purifying sachets to 
pipes, tanks and slabs for building latrines.  Oxfam also send 
administrative equipment and communications equipment; 
for example satellite phones that are essential in areas where 
phone reception is poor.
Large steel water tanks were amongst equipment recently sent 
to Syria, where Oxfam has reached nearly a million refugees 
with lifesaving aid.
Recently, supplies have been sent to the Philippines, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, East Africa, Pakistan, 
the Central African Republic and the Syria crisis - which also 
includes Jordan and Lebanon.

In South Sudan more than one million people forced from 
their homes by conflict need water, food and safety. Christina 
Corbett, Humanitarian Press Officer, commented: “for South 
Sudan we sent almost everything – but one tiny thing that 
we sent – no bigger than the palm of your hand – was water 
purifying sachets. These were specifically for cholera prevention 
and purified the water for drinking, cooking and washing.     
The news reports the headlines, but it is easy to forget how 
many people are in need and how big a role the Bicester Oxfam 
warehouse plays in delivering aid to where it’s needed. Last 
year, Oxfam transformed the lives of 11 million people. 
For more information go to www.oxfam.org.uk 

Bicester at war 
This year sees the commemoration of 100 years since the start of the 1st World War and 75 
years since the start of the 2nd World War. Both had a major effect on the town.  

War was declared on 4th August 1914. 
Mobilisation notices were immediately 
put on display in the Bicester Post Office 
windows and this drew large crowds 
to Market Square to read them. The 
Territorial Reserve was called up; even 
the Scouts were mobilised! With people 
fearing the worst, sugar prices doubled 
overnight. Regiments from the local 
Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars and 
the Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry prepared for action.
The Ladies of Bicester met at St Edburg’s 
Hall to produce clothing and bandages 
for the troops. Meetings were held in 
the Corn Exchange (situated behind the 
Crown Hotel), encouraging men to join 
Lord Kitchener’s army. Many did and by 
the end of that year over 20 men had 
enlisted, the town’s population was just 
over 3100 at that time.
In early September of 1914, there 
was news of the first local casualty Lt. 
C.Hoare of Bignell House, Chesterton; 
inevitably there were many more to 
follow. The Bicester Herald, would later 
publish a “Roll of Honour” listing all local 
men serving in the armed forces and 
whether they were missing, killed in 
action or imprisoned. By the end of the 
war the list extended to over 500 service 
men from the area.

World War 2
The British declared war on Nazi 
Germany on September 3rd 1939. 
The Bicester air raid siren sounded for 
the first time on 6th September 1939, 
just a few days after the first evacuees 
arrived at Bicester North station from 
London. More evacuees followed and 
the children, sometimes with their 
mothers, were billeted in the town and 
surrounding villages.
For Bicester the biggest impact on 
the town was from the military. RAF 
Bicester had already re-opened before 
the war started but there were other 
local airfields at Finmere, Upper Heyford 
and Weston on the Green, all of whom 
relied on local civilian as well as military 
personnel.
The construction of the Central Ordnance 
Depot at Arncott and Graven Hill from 
1941 onwards brought thousands 
more personnel into the area and had 
a lasting influence on the development 
of the town and surrounding area. There 
was also a prisoner of war camp close by 
at Windmill Camp, Blackthorn who even 
issued their own ‘local currency’. Mostly 
Italian prisoners, they helped build and 
maintain the Depot and worked on local 
farms. Many decided to stay in Bicester 
after the war and contribute to the 
economy of the area.
Bicester can be, and is, very proud 
of its association with the military 
and its heritage of community spirit; 
borne out in the town’s war time 
history and the continual support of 
the military personnel and regiments 
that call Bicester home. 

Introducing The Mayor

Cllr Lynn Pratt

Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars in 
Market Square

Bicester Red Cross Hospital Wounded 
1915
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£300 Bicester boiler cashback offer
Bicester residents can take advantage of a new scheme to 
replace gas, LPG and oil boilers that will save money, energy 
and the environment and help them keep warm this winter.
Gabi Kaiser, Cherwell District Council’s 
sustainability project officer said: “This 
scheme means that if you own a home 
or rent privately you can get £300 
cashback for upgrading your boiler. The 
cashback is available for those whose 
current boiler is rated as D or below. As a 
rule of thumb, if a boiler is more than ten 
years old it is likely to be rated D or 
below.  Boilers account for around 60 
per cent of what you spend in a year on 
energy bills, so upgrading to a new and 
efficient boiler makes a big difference.” 
The cashback is available to 
homeowners and private tenants living 
within Bicester’s ring road.
Modern, building regulations compliant 
boilers are highly efficient, safer, 

more reliable and are better for the 
environment. 
The scheme, funded by Eco Bicester 
Strategic Delivery Board and delivered 
by the National Energy Foundation. It 
only takes a few hours to get the job done 
with the minimum of disruption. The 
first step is to arrange a no-obligation 
survey and register your interest in the 
scheme before the boiler is installed.
For more information visit
www.ecobicester.org.uk/boilerscheme
To apply for £300 cashback phone
01908 256929 or alternatively you can 
register your details at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/bicesterboiler.

Wind Turbines built at Bicester Green
Bicester Green played host to a ‘Learn to build your own 
wind turbine’ workshop.
The workshop was organised by Claire 
Morris of Abingdon Carbon Cutters and 
was used for handcrafting 1.2m turbine 
blades out of larch wood, the meeting 
room played host to explanatory 
videos and group meetings, the office 
became the tea and rest area. Once 
all the various components had been 

manufactured and mostly assembled, 
the flat pack windmill was transported 
back to Abingdon for its inaugural setup, 
and in a medium to strong wind the 
turbine started generating its first watts 
of green energy. If you are interested in 
future courses then they should get in 
touch with Bicester Green.

Cherwell 
District 
Council 
EcoBicester 
team
are looking for Bicester 
businesses and not-for-
profits that are interested 
in taking up the following 
grants.
Low Carbon Workspaces grant
£5,000 match funded grant to 
reduce your workplace energy bills, 
cut carbon and boost your bottom 
line.
Can be used for:
Roof and cavity wall insulation
LED lighting
Energy efficient boilers
Double glazing
And many other energy saving 
measures!

Grants for Eco Innovation
£3,000 match funded grant to help 
promote your environmentally 
friendly product or service.
Can be used for:
Marketing and web development
Trade shows
Sales agents
And much more...Talk to us about 
your idea!

Sustainable Routes grant
£1,000 to help you work from home.
Can be used for:
Laptops or tablet PCs to support 
home working
Video conferencing equipment
Bike racks and shower facilities
Connecting to office servers from 
home
And many more possibilities!

Take advantage of these easy to 
access grants for your business, 
charity or not for profit organisation.
E-mail info@ngagesolutions.co.uk
to find out more or contact Cherwell 
District council EcoBicester team 
Gabi Kaiser on 01295 221962

EcoBicester  
boiler scheme 
• Save money • Save energy 
•  Help protect the 

environment

01908 256929 
www.ecobicester.org.uk/energysaving 

£300 off  a replacement boiler



7 to 11s 11 to 18s

Monday Horrid History - youth theatre and performing arts Digital Arts - photography, animation and film

Tuesday Looming, Fashion and Trends Illusion Dance - street dance meets contemporary

Wednesday Roald Dahl’s Arts Imaginarium - arts and crafts Youth of Bicester & Courtyard Collective 

Thursday Minecrafters - art and animation

Friday Rock, Pop and Music Technology - for experienced 
muscians and those wishing to learn

Event Nights - Come join us for gigs and film nights, or 
get in touch to host your own event

Saturday Arts & Crafts at The Studio - all ages welcome to come and take part, or volunteer to help Bicester get 
creative

For more information or to get involved email amie@oyap.org.uk or call 01869 602560
www.oyap.org.uk

OYAP Trust is a registered charity no. 1111500.)

Look no further... CREATIVE AFTER-SCHOOL WORKSHOPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN BICESTER

Are you looking 
for something creative 
to do after school? 

Have fun, learn something 
new and meet people… 
And get an Arts Award 

qualification too!


