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Bicester set to be the UK’s second 
modern Garden Town 
It was announced in the Government’s’ Autumn Statement that 
Bicester will be home to the newest Garden Town in the UK.
The Coalition have 
announced £100 million 
to be spent on the 
provision of 13,000 
new homes in what 
the Government hopes 
will be a new wave of 
Garden Cities. 10,000 
of the new homes are 
already identified in 
the Local Plan, to be 
delivered over the next 
25 years. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg said:

‘I am delighted that Bicester can now be confirmed as a pioneer in 
what I hope will be another wave of garden cities in this country. 
This is a significant victory for the approach championed by 
the Coalition Government - where local areas put their hand 
up and say we want to become a garden city or garden town. 
It is understood that more than £44 million will be spent on new 
roads and a junction on the M40 near Bicester. An additional £55 
million will be loaned to developers.’

Mr Clegg added:

‘Bicester will get help from the Government with both significant 
capital investment and in helping developers build the amenities 
that are required to be a true garden town. I hope many other 
towns will follow Bicester’s lead and we will see more garden cities 
spring up that have the affordable, well-designed homes with 
proper transport links, services and amenities which our young 
families want and need.’
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Welcome 
Welcome to the January 2015 edition of 
the Garth Gazette.
We have lots of exciting news to share 
with you all, from the expansion of 
Bicester’s services and amenities, the 
announcement of the new Garden 
Town and the launch of our wonderful 
new website.

2014 has been a busy year in Bicester 
and we have had some wonderful 
events taking place to see out the year 
and celebrate Christmas. We all enjoyed 
the Santa Fun run, Snow Flake Treasure 
Hunt and Christmas Light Spectacular.

This issue contains information on 
services that you may not realise are 
available to local residents at Bicester 
Health and Wellbeing Centre and 
details of various other volunteer run 
organisations within the town.

The big news this Autumn announced 
by the Coalition was that Bicester 
would lead the way with a new Garden 
Town – we have provided a little more 

information about what a Garden Town 
is and how it should work.

Finally our new website went live in 
October. We are really pleased that we 
are now able to offer a centralised place 
for all the Town Council’s information, 
events and services.

Sue Mackrell. 
Chief Officer, Bicester Town Council

New website for Bicester Town Council 
In October we launched our new website, which gives access to all of the council’s services 
and information. We have worked hard to ensure it is user friendly and easily accessible for 
anyone who needs information about the council, town events and services.
Within our new website you can find information on all the 
council’s services; allotments, the cemetery, Garth House and 
park, play areas and open spaces, grants and awards.
We have listed some of the most common questions about local 
services on our new FAQ page, which should help everyone 
access the information needed quickly and easily. 
There are also links to websites for other local authorities 
and organisations including Oxfordshire County Council and 
Cherwell District Council.
You can also virtually ‘Meet the Councillors’ which provides 
information on the councillors that represent your ward and 
gives you the opportunity to contact the councillor directly. 

There are downloadable versions of all the council committees’ 
minutes available under the ‘Meetings’ tab. Alongside the 
Councillors there are also options to read information on the 
Mayor Cllr Lynn Pratt and links to the website for our local MP 
Tony Baldry.
In addition to information on the council and services there is 
an up-to-date calendar of civic and local events and a gallery of 
photographs from past events.
We hope you enjoy our new website and check it regularly for 
news and events in Bicester.
www.bicester.gov.uk

What is a Garden Town?

A Garden Town is a development of new settlements 
that will enhance the natural environment and 
provide high-quality affordable housing and locally 
accessible jobs in beautiful, healthy and sociable 
communities.

Garden Town principles include (but are not limited 
to):
• Strong vision, culture, leadership and community 

engagement
• Community ownership of land and long-term 

stewardship of assets
• Mixed-tenure homes and housing types 
• Strong local jobs offered in the Garden Town itself
• Beautiful and imaginatively designed homes with 

gardens
• Generous green space, tree-lined streets and open 

space
• Opportunities for residents to grow their own food
• Recreational and shopping facilities in walkable 

neighbourhoods
• Integrated and accessible transport systems

For more information please visit
www.tcpa.org.uk (town and county planning)
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Your Councillors
East
James Porter 01869 388536 
james.porter@bicester.gov.uk

John L. Cozens 01869 243376 
beejaycee@btinternet.com

Rose Stratford* 01869 244036 
rose.stratford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

North
Lynn Pratt* (Mayor) 01869 247080 
lynnpratt123@btinternet.com

Jim Tucker 01869 205305 
cllr.Jim.Tucker@smup.net

David Magee 07815 151964 
dave.magee@me.com

South
Nick Cotter 01869 322166 
nickdnl@aol.com

Dan Sames* 01869 249768 
dan.sames@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Melanie Magee** 07970 544755 
melanie.magee@me.com

Town
Debbie Pickford* 01869 243322  
debbiepickford@hotmail.co.uk

Jim French (Deputy Mayor) 01869 322876 
jim.french1@btopenworld.com

Richard Mould 01869 245917 
richard.mould51@ntlworld.com 

West
Les Sibley** 01869 243367  
sibleygold@aol.com 

Nick Mawer* 01869 249314 
nicholas.mawer@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Jolanta Lis 01869 247330  
jola@unblue.co.uk

*Denotes membership of Cherwell District Council 
** Denotes membership of Oxfordshire County Council

BICESTER Garth
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COMING UP
Santa Fun Run 2014
Thank you to all 420 runners who entered the 2014 Santa 
Fun Run. It was hugely successful with winner Richard Gould 
finishing in an astonishingly short time for the second year 
running (under 15 minutes!!).
Bicester Town Council would especially like to thank all the 
volunteers who came out and helped with the marshalling 
and to all the community who supported and cheered on the 
runners.
In addition, a big thank you to Evolve Health & Fitness for 
sponsoring the run and also to Tesco and Sainsbury’s for the 
refreshments.
The money raised will go to the Mayor’s charities which are ABF 
The Soldiers Charity and Bicester League of Friends with 50% 
of the sponsorship money raised going to the Hummingbird.
Centre.

Christmas Lights 2014
The Bicester Lights Switch On 2014 was as festive as ever with 
crowds gathering to see the lights switched on by the winners 
of the first ever Snowflake Competition. The winners were Ella 
Gibbons, aged 7 from Langford School, Dale Girling, 8 from 
King’s Meadow School and Alisha Jenkins, 5 from Southwold 
School. The winners were joined by the Mayor of Bicester, Cllr 
Lynn Pratt who was delighted with the massive response to the 
competition.
The fun-filled evening saw a busy Bicester centre packed with 
stalls and a street fair, we all enjoyed music from Rejieli Paulo, 
Jamie Felton and some wonderful school choirs. There was 
also fire breathing in Crown Walk and even a roller skating 
Christmas pudding!

Looking forward to Summer 2015
As with the fantastic events we all 
enjoyed in 2014 we have a packed line 
up again this year. 
The season starts off with the carnival 
in Pingle Field where you can expect 
the usual fun and frolics. The day begins 
with the parade, then on to the field for 
lots of fabulous attractions including; 
fairground rides, stalls, a mini steam 
engine and spectacular arena displays. 
New for July 2015 we have popular 
Robbie Williams and Olly Murs tribute 
acts. With live music and dramatic lights, 
this will be a show not to miss.
In the middle of the summer will be the 
ever popular and this year expanded 

Bicester Activity Day and Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic. With something for everyone 
aged 0-19, you can be sure that fun is 
the order of the day and don’t forget, 
ALL THE ACTIVITIES ARE FREE!!
Another new event this year is a one-off 
Bicester Folk Festival. Whether you’re 
a stalwart of the genre, new to folk or 
it may be you just want to experience 
a festival – come along to the park on 
August 8th to get a taster. 
The season finale is the return of the 
Soulside Band; with their mix of Soul 
and Motown music you can be sure the 
summer will end on high note. It was 
a great hit in 2014 and we’re looking 

forward to 2015’s gig!
More details about all of these events 
will be on our website in due course, 
but make sure you get the dates in 
your diary now so as not to miss out. 
www.bicester.gov.uk

Summer events timetable

EVENTS

EVENTS PROPOSED DATE TIME VENUE ENTRY FEE

Bicester Carnival Saturday 27th June 11am – 5pm Pingle Sports Field All Entrants: £3.00
Under 10’s: FREE

Tribute Band:
Robbie Williams & 
Olly Murs

Saturday 18th July 7.30pm – 10pm Garth Park All Entrants: £10.00
Under 16’s: £5.00
Under 5’s: FREE

Teddy Bears Picnic / 
Bicester Activity Day

Wednesday 5th August 11am – 3pm Garth Park FREE

Bicester Folk Festival Saturday 8th August 12pm – 10.30pm Garth Park More details to be 
released next year.

Soul & Motown Night Saturday 29th August 7.30pm – 10pm Back Lawn All Entrants: £10.00
Under 16’s: £5.00
Under 5’s: FREE

Band stand 
Performances

Throughout the summer the bandstand will used by local groups for a variety of performances. If you 
would like to enquire about how to get involved then please email laura.wilson@bicester.gov.uk
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NEWSNEWS
Bicester Park and Ride 
Proposals for Bicester Village to expand its site received 
planning permission on condition that they funded a Bicester 
Park and Ride through a ‘Section 106’, agreement.
The Bicester Village expansion would be an expansion into the 
adjacent Tesco site, once Tesco has relocated to a bigger store 
off Oxford Road scheduled to open in 2015. However, Tesco put 
its plans on hold and the new £3.5million Park and Ride facility 
in Bicester has therefore been delayed.
County Councillor David Nimmo Smith, Cabinet member for 
Environment and Economy, said:

‘Oxfordshire County Council has already carried out the necessary 
design and planning approval work for the 580 space facility, so 
when the money is available we should be in a good position to 
start work.’

Delays surrounding legal agreements for the Park and Ride 
have since been resolved and it is expected that it will be 
delivered in 2015.

Timber systems arrive on site at NW Bicester
The first timber systems arrived on site early November at NW Bicester, the UK’s first eco 
town, marking a significant milestone in the delivery of this ground-breaking scheme. Over 
the following weeks there were further deliveries as the first 94 homes began to take shape.
Taking delivery of locally manufactured timber systems is a 
major milestone for NW Bicester and just the beginning of the 
initial build programme that will see the first homes completed 
next spring. Manufactured off site, the Sigma II Build System 
enables these new homes to be built with high energy 
performance levels and erected on site with reduced prelim 
costs, wind and watertight within 5-7 days
Construction of homes for the Exemplar phase and 
the combined heat and power plant of this pioneering 
development are now underway. Once complete, this phase 
will see 393 highly energy efficient, true zero carbon homes 
built over the next five years. 
For more information about the UK’s first eco town at NW 
Bicester visit: www.nwbicester.co.uk

Additional wards to 
accommodate a growing town
With the addition of the New Eco Town (NW Bicester) and Kingsmere (Bicester 
SW) Bicester’s boundaries have been revised to create parity for residents’ council 
tax liability, and two new wards have been created, increasing the town council 
to 15 councillors. Changes will come into effect prior to the 2015 May elections. 
In the longer term, with the new developments, Bicester will comprise 9 wards 
with 3-5 elected councillors, each depending on the numbers of electorates 
resulting in a possible town council of 27-36 elected members in total . 
Please note the map (left) gives an indication of new ward boundaries and is not 
intended to show detailed boundary lines.

Bicester sports village. Under starters orders
As part of the community facilities on the Kingsmere estate, to the southwest of Bicester 
town centre, a sports village with four football pitches, three rugby pitches, a cricket pitch, 
a running track and three junior pitches will be built. There will also be free green space and 
children’s play areas.
Phase 1 of the development is nearing 
completion; the construction of the 
cycling/jogging track and the planting 
and landscape works. The grass pitches 
have been constructed and will be 
nurtured and maintained for use in early 
2016. 
Phase 2; the construction of a pavillion 
with changing rooms, floodlight 
provision for grass pitches, conference 
room, bar, car park and small cricket 
scorers hut with toilet is currently in 
the pre-planning application process, 
with final designs being submitted for 
approval June 2015. The construction 
programme is due to commence in July 
and will be finished approximately six 
months later in early 2016. 
The third and final phase is the 

provision of a 3G synthetic pitch, tennis 
courts and an athletics facility. Cherwell 
District Council has agreed subject to 
its 2015/16 capital programme and 
external grant aid support to include the 
3G pitch in phase 2 but not the tennis 
and athletics facilities. Submission for 
funding from the Sport England Inspired 
Facilities Fund, Football Foundation 
grant fund and the England RFU has 
been submitted and will be considered 
in 2015. 
The Sports Development Plan from 
Cherwell District Council and the 
Oxfordshire Sports Partnership are 
working with sports clubs and relevant 
national governing bodies to form an 
overall Sports Development plan for 
Bicester. It is proposed to undertake 

consultation and with the public, sports 
clubs and other interested parties 
in January 2015 to gather further 
views prior to submitting a planning 
application. 
Cllr George Reynolds, deputy leader for 
Cherwell, said:

‘The Bicester Sports Village will not only 
benefit the existing people of Bicester, but 
future residents for generations to come. 
However until it is built, a project of this 
size will also offer us a unique opportunity 
to support the local economy.’

For more information please contact 
Philip Rolls recreation and health 
improvement manager
philip.rolls@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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LOCAL GROUPS

Trinity Camerata 
Fine Music-Making 
in Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire
Spring 2015 Concert
Sunday 01 March 2015 at 3:45 pm

St. Edburg’s Church, Bicester 
Conductor: Sam Laughton
Fauré: Masques et bergamasques
Saint-Saens: Cello Concerto No.1 
(soloist: Yvonne Parsons)
Britten: Suite on English Folk Tunes
Mozart: Symphony No.35 K385 
(‘Haffner’)

Tickets: Adults £10 on the door

St Edburg’s Foundation – 
Dates for your Diary
Saturday May 16th – Day visit by coach to St. Albans, to include a guided 
tour of the Cathedral.

April 2015 – Book Event in St. Edburg’s Church.

July 2015 – St. Edburg’s themed cycle rides including family rides.

September 2015  – Fashion Show in St. Edburg’s Church.

For more information go to
www.stedburgsfoundation.co.uk

Bicester Green Gym
Bicester Green Gym aims to get you fit physically 
and mentally by working outdoors and seeing the 
improvements that can be brought to the environment. It is 
generally a much more exciting and constructive alternative 
to going to the gym or home exercise, and it’s free!
We have been busy this year working 
in some of the villages surrounding 
the town and helping at Hanover 
Gardens, where a new flower bed has 
been developed. We recruited a local 
teenager doing her Duke of Edinburgh 
award to help keep the weeds down, 
for which we and the residents were 
extremely grateful. 
In addition we have assisted Councillor 
Couzens in brightening up Town Walk 
East, the footpath which runs from the 
Longfields rail tunnel to Churchill Road. 
A large amount of litter was picked and 

the dark overhanging vegetation cut 
back, improving visibility and safety. 
In the spring there should be a lovely 
show of daffodils after 5kg of bulbs were 
planted in the newly cleared grass. 
We continue working all through the 
year and for 2015 will be looking to 
maintain some of these projects and 
look for more. New volunteers are 
always welcome to join our sessions, 
free of charge, on Tuesday mornings. 
For more information visit
www.bicestergreengym.org

New residents association – Kingsmere
The Kingsmere Residents’ Association (KRA) was formed by residents in May 2014 to 
positively represent all Kingsmere residents on a diverse range of key issues and to help 
Kingsmere become a truly integrated and constructive part of Bicester.
Constitutionally formed, the KRA is recognised by Countryside, 
Cherwell District Council, Bicester Town Council and Thames 
Valley Police as the official voice of the residents of Kingsmere 
and as such is working closely with those stakeholders and all 
relevant developers and agencies to help ensure developments 
continue on track and in line with plans to deliver some 2,500 
homes with associated services and facilities.

‘It is a privilege to represent our fellow residents, neighbours and 
friends on a diverse range of issues and we hope Kingsmere will 
continue to thrive through collaborative working and clear, open 
and transparent communication’.

said Co-Chairs Viki Heil and Graham Brogden, who, along with 
the KRA Committee have volunteered their spare time to their 
community to ensure it continues to thrive.
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NEWSNEWS

Bicester League of Friends
I hope you all had 
a good Christmas 
and that 2015 will 
be happy and 
healthy for you.
First I would like 
to thank those 
who responded 

to my request for volunteers; we now 
have six new volunteers on our register! 
We continue to do the morning and 
afternoon drinks round, make the beds, 
and supply little things to make the 
patients, stay a little better.
We held our annual coffee morning/ 
Bring and Buy on 9th December at the 
Littlebury Hotel - it was good to see so 
many of you. We would like to thank 

Michael McKeon for his support; he hosts 
us free of charge, he also donates the 
coffee and cakes and makes donations 
through out the year.
Our Santa made his visit to the hospital 
on Christmas day with gifts for the 
patients and staff from the League of 
Friends. Everyone was delighted to see 
him, thank you Ray for giving your time 
on Christmas Day.
We also thank The Inner Wheel Club of 
Bicester, who made a donation of £275 
from their coffee mornings towards 
the cost of the over bed tables for our 
new hospital. We also thank those of 
you who have made donations to us 
through out the year. In November the 
Mason’s presented us with a cheque for 

£2400.00, raised by the Mason’s clubs 
of Bicester; a big thank you to them 
for their support and generosity. This 
donation has enabled us to purchase 
a ‘mangle camel’ which is a piece of 
lifting equipment to help the staff and 
patients.
We hope to have a more visible presence 
in the new hospital, where you will be 
able to contact us and see what we do.

Interest sought to deliver Garth Park eco-café
Proposals to use the site of a former demonstration building to provide Bicester park users 
with a catering outlet and public toilets are continuing to move forward.
Bicester Town Council have sought  
expressions of interest to pursue plans 
to build a new eco-cafe at the site of 
the former Eco Bicester demonstration 
building in Garth Park.
The site, which sits adjacent to The Garth 
building, previously housed the Eco 
Bicester demonstration house until its 
relocation to Warwickshire in 2013.
Cllr Richard Mould, chairman of Bicester 
Town Council’s policy committee said: 

‘Following extensive consultation both on 
line and at the teddy bears’ picnic event 
in August the proposal to have a café and 
new toilets in Garth Park is something 
regular users of the park will appreciate. 

By making it a sustainable building it will 
be supporting the vision for Bicester which 
we are all striving to achieve’.

Plans for the cafe include the provision 
of new male, female and disabled 
toilets and a catering outlet which will 
be supported by an outside, covered 
seating area. In line with the Eco Bicester 
ethos, the building will need to be of 
sustainable construction incorporating 
as many sustainability features as 
possible such as photovoltaic solar 
panels.
Expressions of interest have been sought 
for either the design and build (including 
or excluding the internal fit out) or the 

design build and management of the 
café once built. Special consideration is 
being given to expressions of interest 
from local organisations, contractors 
and suppliers as this will support 
the local economy and reduce the 
carbon emissions associated with 
transportation.
It is anticipated that subject to the 
necessary approvals building work 
will begin on site in spring 2015, to be 
completed in the summer of the same 
year.
For more information on the scheme call 
01869 252915
or email
sue.mackrell@bicester.gov.uk

Bicester’s young people celebrate The Studios’ first 
year, supported by OYAP Trust and local business

The Studio, a redundant shop unit 
transformed into an accessible ideas 
factory where young people can learn 
new skills, gain qualifications, try new 
activities, meet new people and discover 
new career opportunities within the 
creative industries celebrated its 1st 
birthday this Autumn.
The Studio has been made possible 
through innovative support from a 
range of businesses and organisations 
across the town. 
Sanctuary Housing provided vital 
funding to kick-start the project, which 
also enables the development of youth-
led social enterprises and small business 
start ups, as well as the formation of 

YOBs, the Youth of Bicester board that 
consults on The Studio’s programme. 
Caroline Tress, Manager of OYAP Trust 
says

‘Sainsbury’s have donated an amazing 
space for young people to use, we’ve had 
an incredible amount of support from 
local businesses; Faux Grass donated 
flooring for young people to decorate 
the Studio; Kingswood Consultants 
donated funds for the YOBs to create “I 
love Bicester” t-shirts on sale now at the 
Studio; ES-tech support the WIFI so that 
Radio Bicester can broadcast the live 
youth gigs and performances; support 
from Highfields Social Club enable us to 
run arts workshops which are accessible 

to young people from all backgrounds – 
the business community have really got 
behind this project’!

Key to the Studio’s development is 
support offered by Bicester Village, 
whose communications team designed 
the logo, window displays and offered 
a team of passionate volunteers to 
support the venue and the activities for 
young people. Bicester Village continues 
to support the Studio and the OYAP 
Trust through bursary place funding 
for young people at risk of exclusion or 
isolation. This has enabled OYAP Trust to 
engage wider groups of young people 
in positive activities and increase much 
needed provision of youth activities in 
the town.
Helen Le Brocq, Director of the OYAP 
Trust is delighted by the Studio’s success 
to date, she says ‘It was a bit of a risk 
initially, but having been open for a year, 
young people are demonstrating that 
there is a real need for a space where they 
can make magical things happen in their 
community’.
To volunteer to take part at The 
Studio, or to donate money to support 
young people in Bicester, contact 
danny@oyap.org.uk
or call 01869 602560

Bicester Community 
Hospital open for 
business

The new 12-bed facility in Coker 
Close, Bicester opened its doors to 
new patients on the 12th December. 

The hospital opened with 12 beds but was designed 
with the intention that it could be easily expanded 
to add another 4 beds on an additional floor in the 
future. 
Chief operating officer at Oxford Health NHS 
Foundation Trust Yvonne Taylor said:

‘We are delighted to have moved into this purpose-
built community facility which provides an excellent, 
modern and safe environment to deliver community 
hospital services and care to local people.’

Twinning Weekend in Bicester  
 

Fri 22nd - Sun 24th May 2015 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Can you help to host our twinning visitors from 
Germany, France and Poland?   

Brief Agenda  
 

Fri -  Dinner & evening with hosts  
Sat - Sports and lunch at Chesterton Cricket Club  
Sat pm - Buffet dinner and Concert at Highfield Club  
Sun am - Young peoples’ meeting at The Studio  
Sun pm - Most guests depart  

 
It could be the start of great friendships!    

 
If you’re interested or want to find out more  
please contact James Porter on 07721 761774 

 
To learn more about Twinning please visit our website 

www.bicester-twinning.org  

Mrs Rose Stratford, Chairman

Bicester Hospital League of Friends



1312

HISTORY - Lest We Forget
In Memoriam – Bicester’s memorials to the fallen

On 9th November 2014, Bicester 
commemorated Remembrance Sunday 
with the traditional laying of wreaths 
around the war memorial in St Edburg’s 
churchyard. The event was made more 
poignant as 2014 was the centenary of 
the start of the First World War.
This war memorial, erected not long 
after the end of WW1, was dedicated by 
the Bishop of Oxford on 10th February 
1921. The original intention was to have 
the names of the fallen inscribed on the 
memorial itself, but the design didn’t 
lend itself to the number of inscriptions, 
121, that would have been required. 
A memorial tablet listing the names of 

those who had died in the conflict was 
placed inside the North porch of St 
Edburg’s Church.
In 1948, a second tablet was inscribed 
and erected in the porch and dedicated 
to the 26 from Bicester who had died 
in WW2. A later plaque was added 
to commemorate a young man from 
Bicester who had died in the Korean 
War. The war memorial inscription was 
amended at this time.
Other memorial plaques also exist.
There are two memorial plaques in the 
Methodist Church, Sheep Street – one 
for the members of their church who 
had died and another that had been in 
the Congregational Church in Chapel 
Street before it closed in 1970s.
The old Post Office in Sheep Street, 
now the Penny Black, had a memorial 
dedicated to the post office workers who 
died during the war and this memorial 
is now in the Royal Mail sorting office in 
Murdock Road.
And in 1953, a memorial plaque was 
unveiled at Bicester County School, now 
Hometree House, to commemorate 

twelve old boys who lost their lives in 
the Second World War. It was made by a 
group of scholars from the school under 
the direction of the woodwork master. 
There were almost a million British 
military deaths in the First World War, 
and nearly 400,000 in the Second World 
War. It is important that the memorials 
that were erected in memory of the 
men who fought for this country are 
preserved and their names are not 
forgotten.
Bob Hessian – Bicester Local History 
Society. For more information visit
www.blhs.org.uk

Refurbishment of Bicester Town War Memorial 
The Royal British Legion Bicester and District 
Branch (The Branch) is proud to announce that 
the campaign to refurbish the Bicester Town war 
memorial (BTWM) was completed on schedule 
and in time for the Remembrance Service held on 
Sunday 9th November 2014.
This refurbishment work was eighteen months in the planning and 
finding the necessary funding. Funding was provided by a grant from 
Cherwell District Council and the outstanding balance was donated by 
the Carillion Rail Consortium.
The refurbishment of the BTWM was initiated by Paul Gamble who sadly 
lost his fight against cancer and passed away in March 2014 aged just 
47 years. The successful campaign to complete the work is dedicated to 
Paul’s memory.

A new war memorial for Bicester
It is the opinion of The Branch Committee that the existing BTWM is not 
fit for purpose. It is currently located away from the town centre and 
does not commemorate, in one place, all who have paid the ‘ultimate 
price’ during and since WW1. The names of the fallen are inscribed on 
wall plaques located inside the church rather than on the memorial 
itself.
The Committee has therefore decided to run a campaign to replace 
the existing memorial and relocate it to a central location to be 

successfully completed to mark the end of the Great War 
with a dedication on 11th November 2018.
As this idea was also Paul Gamble’s it was unanimously decided 
to name the funds raised and held in support of the campaign 
as ‘The Gamble BTWM Fund’.

Branch Affiliation and Activities
The Branch does not manage a Royal British Legion Club, but 
is affiliated to the Ex Serviceman’s and Families Club in Pioneer 
Square. Membership is available at £7 per annum or £1.50 per 
annum if aged over 65 years. 
The last Branch activity was the Bicester Christmas Lights 
event held in Sheep Street on Thursday 4th December 2014 
from 4.30pm. The Branch managed a stand in association with 
Finders Keepers, the local property letting agent, and all funds 
raised were donated to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
A very successful Branch Christmas dinner was held on the 

same evening in the Denis Mediterranean Restaurant. More 
fund raising activities are or will be planned for the spring and 
summer months. For full details visit
http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bicester

Branch Management Committee
The Branch is managed by a committee who work tirelessly 
year round (not just during the Poppy Appeal) to raise funds 
for the Royal British Legion and to support old and new military 
veterans and their families who fall on hard times.
The need is as great now as it has ever been. We are continuously 
looking for new members to help and actively contribute to 
this important work. If you would like to join the RBL and help 
with this vital work please contact David Crabbe, the branch 
secretary at branchsec.rblbicester@gmail.com
or telephone 01869 249303.

What did you do last night? 
Join Bicester Ladies Circle and you’ll always have an interesting answer!
Ladies Circle is an international organisation for women aged 
18 to 45 who focus on fun, friendship and fundraising. We meet 
twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday. We have a varied 
calendar that means you get to try all sorts of new activities 
(archery, cocktail making, car maintenance etc.) and fundraise 
for local charities.
Want to find out more? Then come along to our new members’ 
night on 24th February 2015 from 8pm in The Nightingale, 10 
Nightingale Place, Bicester.
Sound of interest but you’re over 45? Don’t worry we have a 
sister organisation called Tangent! 
For more information email bicesterladiescircle@gmail.com 
or have a look at our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/BicesterLadiesCircle

Bicester Round Table – always open to new members 
New to the area, want to meet new people and get involved in your local community then 
Round Table might be what you’re looking for.
Ask members what it is they like most about Round Table, 
and they’ll tell you it’s the opportunity to have fun and do 
something different which they would never try alone. It is like 
having a stag do every other week (by this we mean everything 
other than being handcuffed to the prom at Blackpool).
As a member you get to enjoy the social benefits of Round Table; 
making new friendships, building new contacts, having fun 
and working together to support local communities. Whether 
you’re into karting, off-roading, a simple game of football or 
just a few beers down the local, Bicester Round Table could be 
for you. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month.
We also organise a number of community events each year 
including a beer festival, fireworks and the Santa Float; all 
the money raised at these events goes to supporting local 
good causes. We get involved in our local community, we put 

something back and make a real difference. 
If you are a man aged 18 to 45 and would like to find out more 
email bicesterroundtable@yahoo.co.uk or visit our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com./bicesterroundtable 

War Memorial Before War Memorial After
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SERVICES
Bicester Health and 
Wellbeing Centre are 
pleased to welcome new 
members
The Health and Wellbeing Centre, formerly the Day 
Centre, provides a place where people can receive 
care and support, and have fun socialising, while 
feeling at home and retaining their independence.
The Centre offers a range of activities 
and services helping people to stay 
healthy, independent, engaged, make 
new friends and enjoy spending time 
socialising. The Centre, on the Launton 
Road, is run by Oxfordshire County 
Council.
A vast range of services are on offer 
and include podiatry, hairdressing, 
manicures, as well as occupational 
health, physiotherapy, Seitai Japanese 
back care and massage.
Activities include arts and crafts, 
computers, health walks, baking, seated 
exercises, quizzes, musical memories, 
Zumba Gold, book and cinema clubs, 
and much more.

The care team staff are supported by 
volunteers who are invaluable bringing 
a diverse range of skills and interests 
which really enhance the service we are 
able to offer to our members. The Centre 
recently hosted its annual volunteer 
celebration day where we were pleased 
to recognise the fantastic contribution 
volunteers bring to the service. We were 
delighted to be joined by Councillors 
Rose and Lawrie Stratford, who made 
the presentations to the attendees.
Members enjoy a hot freshly cooked 
meal and refreshments are available 
throughout the day. We currently have 
130 members in addition to around 100 
other members from the community 

access services at the Centre.
The Centre is open Monday to Saturday 
and we are pleased to welcome new 
members. Please ring on 01869 242808 
and arrange to come and have a look 
around and try a free taster session with 
us.
For more information about the Centre 
and the services we offer, or to find out 
what volunteering opportunities are 
available, please contact Jan Clarke, 
manager, on 01869 242808.
jan.clarke@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
Bicester Health and Wellbeing Centre, 
Launton Road, Bicester, Oxfordshire., 
OX26 6DJ

The Hummingbird cancer support & therapy centre
The Hummingbird Centre focuses on providing a relaxed 
and comforting atmosphere for people affected by cancer. 
We have created a space for guests to come and escape 
the pressures of daily life, have the opportunity to speak to 
people who can help and support them both practically and 
emotionally, share their experience and realise that they are 
not alone, be pampered, spoilt and have fun. 

We realise that discovering you have 
cancer is frightening, overwhelming and 
life-changing. Our philosophy is that 
no-one affected by cancer should feel 
alone, and therefore we strive to provide 
help, support, advice, friendship and 
complementary therapies they need at 
any stage through their journey. 
Residents of Bicester and the 
surrounding areas are welcome to come 
and visit, take a look around and see 
some of the fabulous cards and other 
crafts that we have for sale to raise 
much-needed funds. We are a registered 
charity which relies on donations and 

fundraising in order to function.
The Hummingbird Centre, located in 
Station Road, Launton, near Bicester, 
currently opens from 10.00 – 15.00 
hours on Tuesdays and Fridays. On 
1 October 2014 the charity expanded 
its premises considerably, enabling 
the provision of rooms for beauty 
therapy, arts and crafts, counselling, 
complementary therapies, socialising 
and activities (e.g. board games, 
jigsaw puzzles, knitting/sewing) and 
a reception area/quiet room for our 
guests. Macmillan Cancer Support, 
together with the enormous generosity 

of local businesses and the people of 
Bicester, enable us to offer most of our 
services to our guests free of charge 
once a recommendation form from a 
Bicester General Practitioner has been 
received. 
If you are interested in finding out more, 
becoming a Hummingbird volunteer 
or a Friend of the Hummingbird 
Centre, please contact Mechelle Harris, 
The Hummingbird Centre founder, 
telephone 01869 2442344 or via e-mail: 
mechelle@thehummingbirdcentre.org.uk

Locks
It might sound obvious but remember to keep all doors and windows 
locked. Many thieves gain entry through open windows and unlocked 
back doors.

Alarms
Alarms are a great deterrent, and can be easily fitted and maintained.  
Remember to turn them on regularly when you leave the house, break-ins 
don’t only occur whilst you’re on holiday!
 

Lighting and sound
Motion sensor lighting can deter burglars; the higher they are, the wider 
the area they illuminate. Timers that turn lamps and even radios on and 
off while you are out will give the illusion someone is at home.

Out of sight
Don’t keep your keys by the front door where a small hand or piece of 
wire could reach them through the letter box. Close your curtains when 
you can and don’t leave laptops and games consoles out in full view. 

Don’t help
Ladders and garden tools can make the job of breaking in a lot 
easier.  Store them out of sight or, better still, lock them away 
with garden furniture, outdoor toys, bikes and expensive potted 
plants.

Need to know
Let your neighbours know when you are going away, so they can 
keep an eye on things. But do not make it common knowledge 
on social media.

If you are a home-owner looking to activate an existing 
alarm system or a business owner looking to secure a 
commercial property, our qualified engineers can 
access, install, maintain and explain everything for you.

With m ore than 4 0 years experience, y ou a re i n safe 
hands with Safeguard. Give us a call and let us prove 
what others have trusted for years.

 www.safeguardsecuresolutions.co.uk                  

Easy ways to keep your home safer this winter

Intruder/Burglar Alarms, CCTV & Access Control Systems Office & Emergency 01869 247750 

EVER WISHED YOU HAD A COMPUTER EXPERT FRIEND TO 
PHONE WHEN THINGS GO WRONG?

WELL NOW YOU DO

The Computer Clinic Bicester is your local friendly IT 
company and we can help you with everything from those 
pesky viruses to screen repairs to fixing coffee cup/keyboard 
disasters.

We can also supply high quality computer solutions at unbeatable 
prices and because we understand that computers are part of you 
and your family's everyday lives we are here to help however and 
whenever you need us.

Let us help you deal with all your computer problems today, have 
a look at our services page to see what we can do - you can drop 
the offending equipment at our town centre office on Sheep 
Street or we can come to you. 

Our engineers will quickly and efficiently determine your IT issues 
and provide you with the solutions needed, in some cases this 
can even be done remotely.  All our work is guaranteed.

Contact us today to let us help you with your 
computer and IT problems on 01869 320646 or email 

support@thecomputerclinicbicester.co.uk

For business owners out there,  we specialise in hosted 
365 email and European encrypted offsite backup . 




