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Bicester Town Council publishes the Bicester Garth 
Gazette. The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Bicester Town Council or its members, and the inclusion of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement of any 
products or services. 

Further copies of the Bicester Garth Gazette are available 
from the Town Council and local libraries. A pdf version can 
be downloaded from the Council website.

For editorial contributions and diary entries, please call or 
write to Sue Mackrell on 01869 252915 or at susan.mackrell@
bicester.gov.uk. To advertise, please call Lucy Lavers on 07813 
846569. Produced and designed by Push Start Marketing Ltd. 
Printed by Oxuniprint. Distributed by Distribution Unlimited. 

Staff
Chief Officer / Sue Mackrell MAAT
Operations Manager / Chris Johnson
Administrator Cemeteries and Mayor’s PA / Julie Trinder
Administrator Receptionist / Kim Simpson
Administrator Events / Laura Wilson
Administrator Planning / Angie Suter
Outdoor Team Leader / Rob Thompson
Outdoor Technician / Lloyd Allen
Outdoor Technician / Ray Crutchfield
Outdoor Technician / Mark Jones
Outdoor Technician / Nigel Williams
Outdoor Technician (Sports) / Phillip Robbins
 
Contacting Your Town Council
LOG IN to Bicester Town Council at www.bicester.gov.uk, or 
email us at enquiries@bicester.gov.uk.
PHONE IN on 01869 252915.
DROP IN to our office at The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester, 
OX26 6PS.

This really will be the last time I 
introduce an edition of the Town 
Council’s Garth Gazette. Having 
taken retirement earlier this year 
I have been working on a part time 
locum basis while we looked for a 
suitable replacement. I am pleased 
to announce the new chief officer 
will take up her role from 30th 
January.
 
As well as looking back over 2016’s 
winter events this edition is full of 
plans for 2017. I urge you to have a good read and get involved 
where you can, either as a participant, volunteer or supporter. OYAP 
have a great programme planned for young people and the Twinning 
Association are looking to plan a music festival and youth exchange. 
Don’t forget to have a look at page 7 and save the dates for the 
Town Council’s summer events.
 
We would like to thank all the people that submit information to be 
included in the Garth Gazette. I appreciate this can be a daunting task 
for some but we love to be able to include news and information 
from as many different Bicester organisations as possible. There 
are so many diverse groups in Bicester catering for all interests and 
concerns there just isn’t the space to list them all, let alone feature 
them. Have a look on Facebook and search Bicester and groups to 
see what is on your door step for you. 
 
I have had 13 very happy years at Bicester Town Council and am 
looking forward now to spending more time with my family and 
having the time to pursue different interests. I wish my successor all 
the best in the role and will still be out and about in Bicester enjoying 
the unique events and community spirit this town is so good at, and 
hopefully will keep in contact with many of you.
 
Sue Mackrell
(Retired) Chief Officer, Bicester Town Council.
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Your Councillors

Town 

Jim French 01869 322876 
jim.french1@btopenworld.com

Richard Mould 01869 245917 
richard.mould51@ntlworld.com

Central

Jolanta Lis (Mayor)  01869 247330  
jola@unblue.co.uk

North 

Lynn Pratt 01869 247080 
lynnpratt123 @ btinternet.com

Melanie Magee 07970 544775  
melanie.magee@me.com

Dave Magee 07815 151964 
dave.magee@me.com

South West

Debbie Pickford 01869 243322 
debbiepickford@hotmail.co.uk

South East 

Nick Cotter 01869 322166
nickdnl @ aol.com

Dan Sames 01869 249768
dan.sames @ cherwell-dc.gov.uk

David Anderson 01869 252939
david.anderson@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

East

Sean Gaul 07894 959820 
sean.gaul@hotmail.com

Rose Stratford 01869 243376 
rose.stratord@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Lawrie Stratford 01869 244036 
lawrie.stratford@oxfordshire.gov.uk

West

Les Sibley 01869 243367 sibleygold@aol.com

Nick Mawer 01869 249314 

nicholas.mawer@cherwell-dc.gov.uk



3

NEWS

Bicester Healthy New Town Pledges 

Remembrance Sunday

In June 2016 the Council agreed to act as the lead and accountable body for the Bicester 
Healthy New Town Programme, funded by NHS England. The aim of the Bicester Healthy New 
Town Programme is to enable people who live or work in Bicester to live healthier lives and to 
prevent ill health in the future, improving both the physical and mental health of everyone in 
Bicester – the existing community as well as those moving to the town. 

The two key priorities for the programme are:  
      
1. To reduce the number of people who are overweight or obese in order to prevent future health problems;

2. To reduce the number of people who feel socially isolated or lonely in order to improve mental wellbeing.

Since June good progress has been made in developing the vision for the programme, its key objectives 
and a detailed action plan.  In a meeting on 7th of November local Bicester stakeholders (community leaders 
and groups) including Bicester Chamber of Commerce, Yogabeing, Oxford Health NHS, NHS England, OXSPA, 
Oxfordshire Play Association, Elmsbrook by A2 Dominion, Oxfordshire Mind, Caversfield Parish Council, Bicester 
Town Council, Sport England, OCCG, A2 Dominion, Oxford Health NHS, Gagle Brook Primary School, Oxford 
University and Bicester Green Gym made their individual pledges including:

• Promote the benefits of a healthy workforce to 
businesses

• Be a champion in promoting healthy living
• Represent Bicester HNT at a national NHS England 

level and support in whatever way we can
• Work with partners to encourage the young 

people of Bicester to be as active as possible
• Work with other organisations to tackle the 

barriers to people cycling in Bicester
• Stay involved in the programme's development 

and support the future wellbeing of Bicester
• Talk to Elmsbrook residents about active, healthy 

living and signpost everything already going on
• Use the offices of Bicester Town Council to 

co-ordinate the activities of local voluntary 
organisations

• Re-engage with all local GP practices re: physical 
activity

• Ensure Sport England continues to support using 
active design guidance and our other tools and 
resources

• Work to bring care closer to patients' homes in 
Bicester

• Engage, work with and support multi-agency 
committed guided work to regularly liaise and 
catch up with people, groups and services striving 
for the same

• Engage with pre-schools to raise awareness of 
this programme and encourage them to consider 
how they can take part

Remembrance Sunday is a celebrated event in Bicester. 
This year’s service on Sunday 13th November was led by 
Rev. Verena Breed at St Edburg’s Church. The Parade took 
place at 10.55 complete with a bugler. 1 Regt RLC paraded 
alongside local Scout Groups, Army Cadets, Brownies, 2507 
ATC Marching band and contingency, RAF Croughton, plus 
local Dignitaries including the Chairs of Oxfordshire County 
Council and Cherwell District Council, and of course the 
Royal British Legion.

The Service was also attended by Cllr. Jolanta Lis, Bicester Town 
Mayor and Deputy Lieutenant Miranda Markham. Victoria Prentis, our 
local MP, also laid a wreath.  
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Christmas Light 
Switch On 
This year’s Christmas lights were 
turned on by the winners of our 
Snowflake competition 

Evie Salter, aged 7, Bure Park
Primary School
Grace Hart, aged 7, St. Edburg’s 
Primary School
Ollie Butler, aged 5, Glory Farm 
Primary School

Thank you to Sainsbury’s for providing 
the Kindles as additional prizes. We had 
record entries to the competition this 
year. 

Images courtesy of Ric Mellis.

This year's Santa Fun Run was the biggest yet 
with around 500 participants. Congratulations 
to Ben West, aged 16, who beat last year's 
winner Richard Gould who came 2nd and Tom 
Gould, his son, who finished 3rd. Everyone 
who completed the course was rewarded with a 
medal and well-deserved bacon butty. 

Cllr Jolanta Lis, Bicester Town Mayor, started the race 
thanking everyone for their support especially Evolve 
Health and Fitness who sponsored the race for the 3rd 
year running, Tesco for donating the water, Sainsbury's 
who provided and served free refreshments, Peter 
Goss Butchers who donated 500 rashers of bacon and 
Warburton’s who donated the bread rolls and to Linda's 
Ladies who manned the water station. 

Spot Prizes were given to adults and children donated 
by Williamson Chiropractic & Sports Injuries Clinic and 
Evolve Health and Fitness. 

This year's run raised money for the Hummingbird 
Centre, local scout groups and the Army Cadet Training 
Corps.  Sponsorship monies will be split 50/50 with 
the Mayor’s charities and the Bardwell Special School.   

Bicester Mayor, Cllr Jolanta Lis, commented, 'People are 
here having fun, supporting charities and raising money. 
It's a very popular event in our community. Bicester is 
a growing town so it’s not surprising the event grows 
each year, it is very nice that people get involved with 
community events'.

Santa Fun Run
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Age UK Oxfordshire runs free IT lessons and 
gadget drop-ins for the over 50s in Bicester. 
Designed to help you get online, build your 
confidence or learn new skills, the sessions 
are usually one-to-one. Bring along your own 
laptop, tablet or smart-phone, or use the 
computers provided.

Free sessions are held:

2nd and last Thursday of each month, 11am to 1pm at 
Bicester Library, Franklins House, Wesley Lane, Bicester 
OX26 6JU

Tuesday mornings weekly (book in advance) at 
Bicester Health & Wellbeing Centre, Launton Road, 
Bicester OX26 6DJ

To talk about which session would suit you best, or 
to find out about joining our IT volunteer team please 
contact Kasia on 07827 235402

IT Lessons and Gadget Drop-Ins  

In 2016 Churches in Bicester formed a Refugee 
Support Group as a response to the ongoing 
crisis in Syria and were delighted that Cherwell 
District Council committed to house 6 refugee 
families under the Syrian Vulnerable Person 
Resettlement Scheme. 

Churches in Bicester Refugee Support Group sees this 
as an opportunity to show generous British hospitality 
to people who have fled a terrible civil war. 

Are you a landlord with a property you would like 
to rent to a vulnerable refugee family? Or could you 
donate time, skills or money to help support refugees? 
If so, or if you would like to join our supporters' mailing 
list for occasional updates, please email 
cibrefugee@gmail.com.

To find out more, come to our open meeting at the 
Salvation Army Hall, Hart Place, Bicester, at 4.00pm on 
Sunday 5th February 2017. Everyone is welcome. We 
welcome support from people of all faiths and none.

Cherwell to welcome first Syrian refugees very soon

Late Spring Group is run by Age UK Oxfordshire 
and is open to men and women aged 60+ who 
have lost a loved one. The relaxed and friendly 
sessions provide an opportunity to remember 
with others who understand. Together, over 
coffee and cake, the group looks to the future 
without forgetting. Our Bicester sessions 
restart on 17th January 2017.

Free sessions are held:

1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, from 10am to 11.30am 
at Meeting Room 2, Emmanuel 
Church, 2 Barberry Place, Bure Park, 
Bicester OX26 3HA

For more details contact Paula on 07557 038278

Late Spring Group for 60+

A free information service to help you stay 
independent and live life to the full. Whether 
you need help at home, want to discover local 
activities in your area, or find out about 
benefits and support services – the Community 
Information Network can help. We hold regular 
free Information Sessions in Bicester. Older 
people, carers and adults with support needs 
can drop in to meet Age UK Oxfordshire’s 
local Community Networker, ask any questions 
and pick up a range of useful information. No 
appointment necessary. 

Drop-in Information Sessions are held: 
2nd Wednesday monthly, 11am to 1pm at Bicester 
Library, Franklins House, Wesley Lane, Bicester OX26 
6JU
3rd Tuesday monthly, 10am to 11.30am at Pop In Centre, 
Manorsfield Road, Bicester OX26 6EX
For details contact Community Networker Libby 
Griffin on 07827 235410

If you have a question but can’t get to an Information 
Session please call our Helpline on 0345 450 1276
www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire

Community Information Network
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In 2016 OYAP Trust began 18 months of 
research working towards a cultural strategy 
for Bicester. This will support development of 
a cultural infrastructure to be implemented by 
the District Council.  Look out for #BicesterArts 
ventures, in which we at OYAP Trust are 
excited to be developing new activities and 
partnerships that will bring a range of cultural 
opportunities to the residents of Bicester.

Fresh from the success of Sheep Street Dance on 27th 
October, which brought international and local dance 
companies to the heart of Bicester for free outdoor 
performances (our thanks to Bicester Village for their 
sponsorship and to Cherwell District Council for grant 
support), we are delighted to announce our new season 
of STEM to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Maths) programming. The programme will 
explore science, technology and engineering in digital 

arts, crafts, youth theatre workshops and music. (For 
more information on our Spring programme visit www.
oyap.org.uk/whats-on)

The Arts and Science programme will act as a warm up 
to our bigger Arts and Science Festival in April. We will 
be working alongside Science Oxford as we explore 
these new fields and develop projects that have both 
science and creativity at their heart. We believe the 
arts and science both hold creativity, curiosity and 
ingenuity at their core and have intriguing links which 
we will be exploring.

We’d love for you to join us in the programme and to 
be a part of shaping the future cultural life of Bicester. 
Share your wishes and thoughts on arts and culture in 
Bicester with us at 
www.oyap.org.uk/arts-culture-survey 

A Season of Arts and Science

Science and Arts Spring Season Programme:

Arts Explorers: Messy 
Minions’ Lab
4.30-6pm on Tues @ The Studio 
Start Date: 10th Jan
£7 per session

Grab your lab coat and goggles! Join us as we experiment in 
our messy minions art laboratory at the Studio this spring. Mix 
science with creativity as we make our own silly slime sculptures, 
handmade papers and paints, working rockets and much more!

Youth Theatre: Charlie’s 
Chocolate Factory
5.30-7pm on Wed @ The Studio 
Start Date: 11th Jan
£7 per session 

Explore this classic Roald Dahl tale in a new and exciting way!  
Create a multimedia performance as you explore the chocolate 
factory through drama, dance, song, green screen technology, 
shadow theatre and more! Gain vocal skills and work on 
movement techniques while you build your confidence in a fun 
and safe environment. 

Digi-Arts: Retro Robots
4.30-6pm on Thurs @ The Studio 
Start Date: 12th Jan 
£7 per session

Explore technology like never before! Build your own robot 
and create a short video trailer to introduce it. Experiment with 
animation, photography, green screen and music manipulation 
while gaining technological skills and experimenting with 
engineering! 

Junior Rock School: Sound 
Experiments
4.00-5.30pm on Fri @ The Studio  
Start Date: 13th Jan
£7 per session (10 sessions)

Bring along your musical instruments as we experiment with 
different instruments and sounds in our Junior Rock School. Work 
with local musicians to develop your musical skills and knowledge 
in a fun, creative and friendly environment. 

Rock School Studio Sessions
5.30-7.30pm Fridays @ The Studio 
Start Date: 13th Jan 
£7 per session (10 sessions)
Ages: 12-17

Write, record and produce your own music with professional 
musician Rob Gilmore. Work with other young musicians to create 
your own tracks for a YouTube channel aimed at promoting and 
growing young musical talent in and around Bicester.



SUMMER EVENTS 2017
SAVE THE DATES!

Bicester Carnival  
Robbie Williams Tribute Night (plus guest)
Teddy Bears’ Picnic / Bicester Activity Day
Bicester Music Festival 
Classic Car Show & Music
Bicester 80s Rewind

Saturday 24th June
Saturday 22nd July

Wednesday 2nd August
Saturday 5th August
Sunday 20th August

Saturday 26th August

7

THE

mayor’s

band

concert

St. Edburg’s Church on 
Friday 24th February

For more information please look on 
our website www.bicester.gov.uk

We try and represent as many groups and 
organisations in Bicester as we can but we’ll never 
reach or represent them all. If you have a particular 
interest or hobby then have a look on Facebook and 
search Bicester groups. We found over 50 and were 
still counting. Below are just a few...

Bicester 
on 
Facebook
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Students get creative on branding project
Students at Bicester’s newest school are making their mark by taking part in a creative branding 
project.

The students at Bicester Technology Studio (BTS) have completed their first employer-led project of the year, 
with a brief written by Rory Currin of ROR creative and BTS Vice Principal Dean Woodham.

The challenge invited them to develop the names and visual identities for one of the school’s trusts – the BTS 
equivalent of ‘houses’. The students were required to create a logo, strapline, ethos document, website, social 
media accounts, brochure and merchandise.

Rory Currin, owner of ROR creative, one of the school’s industry partners, commented: 'It was good to work 
with the students on this project, guiding them through the process of designing a brand. I was very impressed 
by their level of professionalism, to not only develop their brand from concept to final layout, but also 
present it to an audience of one hundred people'.

Vice Principal Dean Woodham said: 'Experiences like this are highly valuable for our students and reinforce what 
BTS is all about – preparing young people for the working world. We are already looking forward to our next 
employer-led project'.

Bicester Technology Studio is accepting applications for students interested in joining the school in September 
2017. For details of the next open event, visit www.bicestertechstudio.org.uk/our-events.

Bicester and District Twinning Association
The Bicester and District Twinning Association 
welcomed two new members to the committee 
this year Puranjay Parchure and Przemyslaw 
Rybka. We would welcome more local residents 
to come and join us and volunteers to host a 
youth exchange programme. 
 
My year as chairman started with a visit with four 
members to Neunkirchen Seelchied (Germany) to 
celebrate Third Advent with the three towns we are 
twinned with. Then in May the annual weekend meeting 
was also hosted by Neunkirchen Seelchied with eight 
Bicester members attending. The programme of events 
included a visit to the residence of Conrad Adenhauer 
on the banks of the Rhine.
 
Our French and German partners held another youth 
exchange in August with some 40 teenagers aged 
between 13 and 15 spending 10 days in the Vendee. 
We would be delighted if Bicester were able to host a 
youth exchange in the future. To be able to achieve this 
we need families to host the visiting young people, if 
this is something you would like to do please contact 
me on the details below.
 
Looking to the future we have several things planned 
for 2017. The year will see two twinning milestones, 
the 35th anniversary of the Charter Signing with 
Neunkirchen Seelchied and twenty-five years with Les 
Essarts.

In January two students from Les Essarts will spend a 
one month placement in Bicester at Bardwell School 
as part of their course preparing them for a life in 
education, and in March the Clemenceau college 
in Les Essarts will spend a day at our new Bicester 
Technology school. A number of our primary schools 
are also communicating with counterparts in Les 
Essarts as part of their French lessons.
 
At Easter we will host 12 people from Neunkirchen 
Seelchied on a cultural weekend and take them to 
local places of interest. If you would like to be a part 
or/and are able to host please get in touch. 

There will not be the usual May celebrations this year 
due to the French Presidential elections but there may 
be an invite for a small delegation to celebrate Bastille 
Day, we await further details on this. In October we 
will start working with Neunkirchen Seelchied on a 
music festival in Bicester and will be engaging with 
young people and local groups to make this happen.
 
The Bicester and District Twinning Association 
welcomes new members and full details can be 
obtained by contacting myself, the Chairman, Richard 
Mould at richard.mould@bicester.gov.uk
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Have your say. Getting involved in Consultations
Oxfordshire County Council and Cherwell District Council are committed to listening and 
learning from local people, community groups and businesses.

Consultation allows members of the public to be involved in planning, prioritising and improvement of services.

Consultations are regularly held throughout the year on a range of subjects from planning and traffic issues to 
care and health issues and connectivity. 

At the moment, for example, you can have your say on Better Broadband for Oxfordshire and get involved in 
a Food Business Questionnaire consultation with a chance to win an e-learning course. 

For more information on consultations there are several places you can visit, but the email address below will 
take you to a page with links to alternative websites that give details of consultation activity you may find 
useful:

• Cherwell District Council consultations
• Oxford City Council consultations
• South Oxfordshire District Council consultations
• Vale of White Horse District Council consultations
• West Oxfordshire District Council consultations
• Talking Health consultations (Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group)
• Central Government consultations

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/other-places-find-consultations

More building plots released at Graven Hill 
The Graven Hill site is about the size of 300 
football fields and is in the south of Bicester 
with direct access to the bypass, roughly 3 
miles from junction 9 of the M40.  The site is 
arranged in a circle, around a wooded hill. The 
woodland and vast open space will create a 
great place to live.

It is currently occupied by the MOD, but they are 
vacating most of the site and there is outline planning 
for 1,900 new homes, along with a primary school, 
employment space, a local pub/restaurant and a small 
number of local shops. 

Phase 1A opened for sale in August 2016, and demand 
remains high as buyers recognise the fantastic 
opportunity to build your dream home at Graven Hill.

The latest release of plots on 21st November 2016 
included a mix of plots suitable for homes with up 
to three and four bedrooms, all close to the village 
centre. There are still some plots remaining from earlier 
releases, offering excellent value and equity potential. 

It is recommended that you register your interest with 
the sales team sales@gravenhill.co.uk or call 01295 

753700 as soon as possible for the best chance of 
securing the plot of your choice. A priority period 
applies for people who live or work in the Cherwell 
District Council area (proof required).

They are continuing the steady release of plots in 
Phase 1A with a further nine Golden Brick plots. There 
are four 3-bedroom plots, ranging in price from 
£149,000 to £152,000 for the plot, two 4-bedroom 
plots and three 4/5-Bedroom plots ranging in price 
from £208,000 to £227,500 for the plot.

For more information visit www.gravenhill.co.uk 
or contact sales@gravenhill.co.uk or call 01295 
753700.

'Illustration by Ian Law, 
courtesy of Graven Hill Village 
Development Company'.
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After the complete refurbishment of the Garth 
Park play park three other play park areas 
have been identified for future investment 
and improvement.

Holm Square, Southwold will receive a new cableway 
(located outside the existing fenced area), a new 
tailor-made play unit and a new large play unit. There 
will be four new pole uprights and two play panel 
boards, new grass matting and a new grass mound, 
plus the painting of remaining equipment and seating. 

Bowmont Square in Shakespeare Drive will receive 
a new cableway (located inside the existing fenced 
area), a new large climbing net pyramid, new grass 
matting and two new grass mounds, plus the repair 
and painting of existing equipment and seating.
 
Finally, Lucerne Avenue on Bure Park will also have the 
fenced and play area footprint extended, and a new 
cableway (located inside the existing fenced area), a 
new large climbing net pyramid, new grass matting and 
two new grass mounds, plus the repair and painting of 
existing equipment and seating.

We are continually looking to improve all our play 
facilities and are also installing a new subbase and 
membrane to the Garth Park Play Park to alleviate the 
heavy muddy patches that have formed in high traffic 
areas in the six months since it opened. 

Refurbishing Bicester’s play parks

The Apprenticeship & Training Company 
Ltd, Oxfordshire’s first Skills Funding 
Agency-approved Apprenticeship Training 
Agency (ATA), opened for business on 3rd 
January 2017. The initial focus will be on the 
construction sector, which is experiencing a 
severe skills shortage at a time when the need 
for a skilled workforce across Oxfordshire is 
great, particularly in the Cherwell district.

This not-for-profit company, which was set up on 
behalf of Cherwell District Council (CDC), recruits, 
employs and arranges training for apprentices on 
behalf of local employers, saving them valuable time 
and effort. 

Apprentices are employed by the ATA, which then 
places them with a host employer. This means that 
businesses who would like to employ an apprentice, 
but may not currently have enough work for someone 
full time, are able to offer placements during periods 
when they need an extra pair of hands. It also means 
that apprentices may spend the duration of their 

apprenticeship in a variety of settings, giving them the 
opportunity to learn the full range of skills required 
to achieve their apprenticeship and more. Both 
employers and apprentices will benefit from a simple, 
secure and flexible approach to apprenticeships.

In addition to helping employers to meet their skills 
needs, the Apprenticeship & Training Company is 
offering high quality apprenticeship opportunities for 
young people in Bicester and the wider area. 

For further information on the 
Apprenticeship & Training Company Ltd, see 
apprenticeshiptrainingcompany.org.uk, follow 
them on Twitter @ApprenticeTrain and like them 
on Facebook /ApprenticeTrain. 
Contact the Company on tel: 07455 007293 or email: 
info@apprenticeshiptrainingcompany.org.uk. 

Building careers for 
young people in Cherwell

Ongoing improvements at Lucerne Avenue
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10 years of Bicester Green Gym

2016 saw Bicester Green Gym celebrate its 10th 
anniversary. Originally set up by request of Bicester 
Town Council, the group enjoys a steady membership 
of around 14 people from all walks of life, getting 
involved in litter picking, planting, pruning and more. 
That is - 'working out' - keeping fit outdoors and 
having fun in the process. New members are welcome 
to the free sessions every Tuesday morning. All tools 
and training are provided. All that is needed is time 
and enthusiasm. For more details see 
www.bicestergreengym.org or phone Bea Foster 
on 01869 600952.

New FREE workshops for people out of work 
at Bicester Green

Are you currently unemployed and looking to gain 
new skills to help you get back into work? Bicester 
Green is running completely free practical training 
sessions in furniture upholstery, general DIY and 
upcycling throughout January and February.

3rd January - Taster session – an introduction to 
upholstery, DIY and upcycling

10th and 17th January - Upholstery course 11-2pm

24th and 31st January - Introduction to DIY 11-2pm

7th and 14th February - Upcycling course 11-2pm

21st February - back to work skill share

All sessions run from 11am-2pm at the Bicester Green 
workshop on the Mckay Trading Estate, Station 
Approach, OX26 2BZ. For more information or to 
book a place call 01869 388564 
or email: info@bicestergreen.org.uk 
www.bicestergreen.org.uk/skills-courses
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The Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme is a 
voluntary organisation that offers a friendly, 
free home-visiting service to older people in 
Bicester and nearby villages. We match those 
who need a little help or some company with a 
bank of local people who donate some of their 
spare time. Our volunteers are happy to visit 
anyone who needs support, but give priority 
to those who are over 65 and live alone. 

Volunteers visit their clients at home, usually once a 
week, and may just have a cup of tea and a chat, or 
they may help with small practical tasks around the 
home, do some gardening or shopping, or accompany 
clients to appointments. Val describes her volunteer: 

'A really good friend. So very thoughtful and kind; I 
simply couldn't manage without her.'

All volunteers are police checked through the DBS 
scheme. We rely on charitable grants, donations from 
local organisations & businesses, and fundraising to 
cover our costs. If you can help we would love to 
hear from you, so please get in touch. 

To see how the scheme could help you, or to talk 
about volunteering please contact Phillipa on 
01869 242808
bgns@live.com
Find us on Facebook.
www.goodneighbourscheme.com

Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme
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Make yourself heard at Bicester Speakers Club
Bicester Speakers Club offers a highly 
affordable way for people to learn, practise 
and hone both their Public Speaking and 
Leadership skills through active participation 
in the club’s activities.

Benefits that members regularly note include; 
promotion at work and job retention, increased self 
confidence, being better able to deal with meetings 
with schools, fellow employees and employers.

The Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 
month, with meetings starting at 7:30pm prompt 
and usually finishing by 9:45pm. Within each meeting 
there is a mix of impromptu and prepared speeches 
delivered by members with varying experience from 
beginner to well-established speakers.

There is no charge to visit and no need to pre-book, 
just turn up at The Council Chambers at the Garth 
in Launton Road, Bicester for 7:30pm. Tea, coffee 
and biscuits are available at the interval. There is no 
pressure on visitors to participate - just come along 
and be entertained.

There is an affordable membership fee for those wishing 
to become more involved, and more information can 
be found via: bicester.toastmasterclub.org, by 
joining the Bicester Speakers group on Facebook or 
emailing ben@bbkmedia.com 

The Club thanks Bicester Town Council for facilitating 
their use of the Council Chambers for the last ten 
years – this is truly appreciated.

Bicester Hospital League of Friends
The League of Friends continues to support 
the hospital, where our volunteers make beds, 
serve drinks and man the desk in reception.

At the request of the staff we now provide a small 
trolley service selling toiletries which the patients 
need but the NHS does not supply. This has gone 
down well with patients and visitors. We run it as a 
non-profit-making service.

We continue to purchase items for the hospital and 
patients. We get wish lists from the staff for things 
they feel make life a bit more comfortable for the 
patients. We have just purchased a CD player which 
will enable the patients to enjoy music in the day room.
I have been a member of the League of Friends for 
over 20 years (where I am a relative newcomer) and I 
have never known a request refused.

We held our Fete in the hospital grounds on 10th 
September 2016. Anyone who remembers Saturday 
10th September will recall that there was torrential 
rain all day, but the League of Friends members are 
not easily deterred. Despite the weather, we were 
delighted that so many turned out to support us, and 
we raised £752. 

A big thank you to those who supported us with items 
to sell and raffle prizes, too many to thank individually, 
but I must mention Bicester Village, who sponsored 
the face painter and gave raffle prizes, and Wyevale, 
who gave us a fabulous hamper for the raffle and a 
huge number of plants to sell.

We will not be holding our usual Christmas Coffee 
Morning ‘Bring and Buy’ this year. We need to restock 
items after our great Fete success. Wyevale are 
allowing us to have a stall and sell our Christmas cards, 
hopefully we will sell lots of cards.

We thank (Ray Rushby) Santa for his visit on Christmas 
day to give gifts to those patients who have to stay in 
hospital over the festive period. Ray has been taking 
time out from his Christmas day for 15 years to visit 
the hospital, it is good to see the big smile on the 
faces of the patients when he walks in.

We are hoping to hold one in the spring, maybe an 
Easter Coffee Morning ‘Bring and Buy’. In his usual 
generous way, Michael at the Littlebury has said we 
can hold it there.

I cannot close without thanking the volunteers for all 
they do, day in day out, to help the patients and staff.

If you would like to learn more about us, or join us my 
contact details are below.

Rose Stratford
Chairman
Bicester Community Hospital League of Friends.
8 Queens Court
Bicester OX26 6JX
  
Tel: 01869 244036
email: rosetjstratford@outlook.com
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Read something different with Bicester Book Group
If you love to read and would like to share 
your thoughts with a variety of like-minded 
people, the Bicester Book Group is for you!

We have been meeting for the last six years to discuss 
and review a book every month. We meet at The 
Littlebury Hotel, 7.30pm, usually on the first Tuesday 
of the month.

You will be introduced to books you may never have 
encountered or thought of reading. We can't promise 
you'll always enjoy them but they should hopefully 
provide plenty of discussion. We read all sorts of 
books from fiction to non-fiction, from fantasy to 
crime thrillers, nothing is off limits. All members are 

encouraged to suggest books for the group to read 
and we select books a couple of months in advance. 
Recent books include: Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 
and The Girl Who Saved the King of Sweden by Jonas 
Jonasson.

Everyone is welcome and we are always open to 
new people coming along. There are no joining or 
subscription fees.

So, if you want to see what it’s all about please look 
up ‘Bicester Book Group’ on Facebook or pop along 
to our next meeting.
www.facebook.com/groups/
Bicesterbookgroup/

Royal British Legion, Bicester and District Branch 
and The Cooper School Service of Remembrance
On Friday 11th November 2016 at 11am 
members of the Royal British Legion Bicester 
and District Branch and staff and pupils from 
The Cooper School Bicester attended an Act 
of Remembrance at the Commonwealth War 
Graves located in the churchyard of St Laurence 
Church Caversfield. The school children laid a 
Cross of Remembrance and a fresh red rose 
(donated by Sainsbury’s Bicester) at the head 
of each military grave.  

The Poppy Appeal 2016/17 has again been a huge 
success and at the time of writing the sum collected 
had reached a magnificent record total of £45,794.58. 
David Crabbe, the Branch Poppy Appeal Organiser 
(PAO), expresses his sincere gratitude to the volunteer 
collectors, to the Bicester Knitters for knitting over 
five hundred woollen poppies in support of the 
Appeal and to E.P. Barrus Ltd, Sainsbury’s Bicester and 
Heyfordian Travel for their collection and commercial 
support. 

We currently have two volunteer vacancies the 
Bicester and District Branch Secretary and Poppy 
Appeal Organiser. The Branch would therefore like 

to hear from anyone who would consider taking 
on either of these very worthwhile and satisfying 
voluntary positions. 
If you are interested in either of the above positions 
please email David Crabbe, the current Branch 
Secretary at: branchsec.rblbicester@gmail.com
Web: http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/
branches/bicester

Bicester Ladies Circle have had a busy few months with fundraising at the Bicester firework 
show and helping Santa out on his sleigh. As always we are overwhelmed by the generosity of 
the public, who have enabled us to help so many local good causes in the area.

We start the year welcoming new members aged 18-45 who are looking for friendship, fun and fundraising. We 
meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month and have a lot of fun-filled events to look forward to. For more 
information contact us at bicesterladiescircle@gmail.com or check out our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/BicesterLadiesCircle

Busy, busy Bicester Ladies Circle
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SPRING 2017 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT

Sunday 19th March 2017  3.45 p.m.
St. Edburg's Church, Bicester

Conductor: Sam Laughton

Sullivan: Iolanthe - Overture
Mendelssohn: Overture and Incidental Music 

to 'A Midsummer Night’s Dream'
Vaughan Williams: Symphony No. 5 

Tickets on the door
'Great Music on your doorstep'
www.trinitycamerata.org

Any small household 
electrical items are suitable 
for recycling; if it has a 
plug or batteries and fits 
in a carrier bag, Cherwell 
District Council can recycle 
it from the kerbside.

Just place your items in a bag and 
put on top of your blue or green 
bin on collection day. The items 
will be collected by the council and 
placed in separate containers on 

the side of the vehicles. The 
electrical items will be taken 

to a special facility where they will 
be safely dismantled and recycled. 

Electrical 
Items lost 
their spark?

Electrical 
Items lost 
their spark?

Electrical 
Items lost 
their spark?

Since the 
service started 

you have helped save 
around 70 tonnes 
of electricals from being 
landfilled. 

Also – don’t forget that 
you can recycle 
household batteries 
as well. Just place 
these in a small plastic 
bag (sandwich bags 
are ideal) and put  
on top of the blue 
or green bin  
on collection day. 

If you have any large electrical items 
these can be collected through 
the council’s separate bulky waste 
collection service. This costs £16 per 
collection for up to three items or 
£32 for up to six items and can be 
booked by calling 01295 227003. 

Alternatively you can take them to 
Farthinghoe Recycling and Reuse 
Centre (near Brackley).

Please visit www.cherwell.gov.uk 
for more information.

for Cherwell
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Oxfordshire Home Guard Living History Group
OXF HG have come from just a handful of 
people trying to raise the profile of the Home 
Guard at shows and events to over 30 people, 
men and women, actively promoting not only 
the Home Guard but also the Women’s Home 
Guard, which has even less recognition than 
the services provided by the men during the 
dark days of WWII.  A further recent addition 
to the group is an ARP Warden complete with 
1930s car.

We are a regular feature at Bicester Heritage Group’s 
Sunday Scramble events, often taking over bunkers 
and putting on static and mobile displays. The two-
day Bicester Flywheel festival was also held at the 
old airfield, a fantastic opportunity to see classic 
cars and aircraft from all eras, fly-pasts from Spitfires 
and Vulcans, and aerial dogfights between allied and 
German re-enactors in WW1 mono, bi and tri-planes.  

All in all we have had a fantastic year and have been 
delighted to welcome well over a dozen new 
members to our ranks.  Anyone interested in joining 
us would be most welcome even if just to deliver a 

talk or information relevant to World War 2.  All ages 
are welcome.  We meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30pm in Launton parish hall.  
Membership details can be obtained by visiting our 
website at www.oxfordshirehomeguard.uk or by 
ringing Pete on 07804 501930




