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Bicester Town Council publishes the Bicester Garth 
Gazette. The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Bicester Town Council or its members, and the inclusion of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement of any 
products or services. 

Further copies of the Bicester Garth Gazette are available 
from the Town Council and local libraries. A pdf version can 
be downloaded from the Council website.

For editorial contributions and diary entries, please call or 
write to Sue Mackrell at 01869 252915, susan.mackrell@
bicester.gov.uk. To advertise, please call Lucy Lavers on 07813 
846569. Produced and designed by Push Start Marketing Ltd. 
Printed by Oxunipress. Distributed by Distribution Unlimited. 

Staff
Chief Officer / Sue Mackrell MAAT
Operations Manager / Chris Johnson
Administrator Cemeteries and Planning / Julie Trinder
Administrator Receptionist / Kim Simpson
Administrator Events / Laura Wilson
Administrator / Angie Suter
Outdoor Team Leader / Rob Thompson
Outdoor Technician / Lloyd Allen
Outdoor Technician / Ray Crutchfield
Outdoor Technician / Mark Jones
Outdoor Technician / Nigel Williams
Outdoor Technician (Sports) / Phillip Robbins
 
Contacting Your Town Council
LOG IN to Bicester Town Council at www.bicester.gov.uk, or 
email us at enquiries@bicester.gov.uk.
PHONE IN on 01869 252915.
DROP IN to our office at The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester, 
OX26 6PS.

Welcome to 2016’s first edition of the 
Garth Gazette. As always we have lots of 
exciting news to share and a busy 2015 to 
look back on. 2015 saw the start of the build of 
Franklins House, the new Cherwell District Council 
building, which includes a library and will complete 
the town centre development, the opening of 
Bicester Village Station in October and the Park and Ride in November.

Looking forward to 2016 we will hopefully have a new Skate Park, 
see the completion of the Garth Café and a brand new Play Park as 
well as the opening of the new Bicester Technology Studio. All these 
projects are very exciting developments and opportunities for the 
younger generations of Bicester and the surrounding area.

This has been a very busy year for the Town Council, with our events 
attracting record numbers, from the Carnival and various musical 
activities put on in the summer, to more recent events that took place 
to see out the year and celebrate Christmas. We all enjoyed the Santa 
Fun Run, the Snowflake Treasure Hunt and the Christmas Lights Switch 
On this month.

The Garth Gazette loves to support and highlight Bicester-based events 
and services, and both voluntary and non-voluntary organisations that 
you may not realise exist, or are available to local residents. Please 
remember to get in touch if you would like your project, organisation 
or news to be considered for inclusion.

Perhaps the biggest news of the year was the Technology Studio 
announcement, a new purpose-built, state-funded school, but we 
mustn’t forget that the town continues to grow and develop with 
environmental innovations in NW Bicester, the Sports Village at 
Kingsmere and the growing infrastructure that has been delivered 
and is planned to support the continual expansion. Don’t forget to 
visit our website www.bicester.gov.uk to view all of the Town 
Council’s information, events and services.

Sue Mackrell
Chief Officer, Bicester Town Council 
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Your Councillors
Town 

Jim French (Mayor) 01869 322876 
jim.french1@btopenworld.com

Richard Mould 01869 245917 
richard.mould51@ntlworld.com

Central

Jolanta Lis (Deputy Mayor)  01869 247330  
jola@unblue.co.uk

North 

Lynn Pratt 01869 247080 
lynnpratt123 @ btinternet.com

Melanie Magee 07970 544775  
melanie.magee@me.com

Dave Magee 07815 151964 
dave.magee@me.com

South West

Debbie Pickford 01869 243322 
debbiepickford@hotmail.co.uk

South East 

Nick Cotter 01869 322166
 nickdnl @ aol.com

Dan Sames 01869 249768
 dan.sames @ cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Dannie Magee 07762 793246 
dannie.magee@me.com

East

James Porter 01869 388536
jamesfporter1@aol.com

Rose Stratford 01869 243376 
rose.stratord@cherwell-dc.gove.uk

Lawrie Stratford 01869 244036 
lawrie.stratford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

West

Les Sibley 01869 243367 sibleygold@aol.com

Nick Mawer 01869 249314 

nicholas.mawer@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Sue Mackrell
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Bicester Town Council are working in 
partnership with PC Vicky Lees from Thames 
Valley Police and the young people of Bicester 
to fundraise and upgrade the existing Garth 
Park Skate Park.

The Skate Park is in dire need of repair due to the 
park being over 16 years old and extremely well used. 
There are cracks and holes within the concrete that 
need filling and this has been estimated at around 
£12,500 just to repair this facility.

A new Skate Park. has been designed, which will cost 
in the region of £150,000. The new design is based 
on the existing space available in the park but will 
completely replace what is currently there and extend 
the size of the Skate Park slightly. The plans have 
not yet been finalised and a questionnaire has 
been commissioned, which you can complete 
online at www.bicester.gov.uk 

So far a total of £27,500 has been raised, with £15,000 
donated from a local bank who are also helping with 
the fundraising efforts and £12,500 from Bicester 
Town Council. 

There have been lots of fundraising ideas from young 
people including cake sales, Skate Park fun days, 
sponsored bike/skateboard rides and bag packing at 
the local supermarkets, which will help raise significant 
funds towards the park. They have set up a Facebook 
page called ‘Change Bicester Skate Park’ and so far 
have over 400 likes and regularly post their fundraising 
events and progress.

Commenting on police involvement, PC Vicky Lees 
said 'This started back in November/ December of 
2014, when we were receiving many complaints from 
members of the public about anti-social behaviour in 
the Town Centre involving BMX and skateboarders, 

particularly in the covered areas of Crown Walk, 
Pioneer Square and Bicester Village after dark'. 

PC Vicky Lees has been working closely with Chris 
Johnson, Operations Manager at Bicester Town 
Council, as well as Bicester’s young people aged from 
10-24 years, arranging several ‘Have your say’ meetings 
at the park, listening to what the young people have to 
say and taking on board their wants and then passing 
that information to Bicester Town Council.

'I felt like the youths in the Skate Park were being 
forgotten and it was paramount that they got the 
facilities that they needed to congregate and practise 
their riding skills' comments PC Vicky Lees.

When sufficient funds have been verified, Bicester’s 
young people will have a brand new, state-of-the-art 
skate/wheeled facility park that is suitable for all ages 
and all abilities to play and meet in a safe environment. 

For more information please visit
www.facebook.com/Change-Bicester-
skatepark-917826164941425/ 

Bicester's New Skate Park Plans

The renamed Bicester Village station reopened on 25th October with trains operated by 
Chiltern Railways initially running between Oxford Parkway and London Marylebone. All trains 
serving it are operated by Chiltern Railways. Trains run twice hourly in both directions and 
there are no plans to increase frequency at this point in time.
 
Bicester Village station was reopened to provide the growing town of Bicester with more services to London 
and to support the transport infrastructure within the town, providing a sustainable route for visitors to 
Bicester and Bicester Village itself, taking cars off the roads.
 
Those using the new line have given fantastic feedback on the new stations and capacity available into London, 
and even the coffee at the station has received high praise.
 
A spokesperson from Chiltern Railways commented 'The launch of the line between Oxford and London is an 
historic achievement; we have opened the first new rail link between a major British city and London in over 
100 years.  Our significant and unique investment of £130 million will be economically advantageous for the 
regional economy creating competition in the rail market between Oxford and London.  Passengers are at the 
heart of every decision we make at Chiltern Railways, which is why we conceived this new line to link London, 
Oxford and Bicester Village for the benefit of shoppers and commuters'.
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EVENTS

The Bicester Lights Switch On 2015 was as 
festive as ever with crowds gathering to 
see the lights switched on by the winners of 
the snowflake competition, which was more 
popular than ever with over three times the 
entries from last year. 

The winners were Jack Woods, aged 4 from 
Brookside Primary School, Sasha Glen, aged 8 from 
Glory Farm Primary School and Lillie-Mae Norman, 
aged 9 from Chesterton Primary School. The winners 
were joined by the Mayor of Bicester, Cllr Jim French, 
who was delighted with the massive response to the 
competition.

The fun-filled evening saw Basil & Crew mobile farm 
visit Pioneer Square with their sheep, goats and ponies 
(pictured top left) – one of which was dressed as a 
nativity donkey with fake ears! The children loved this 
attraction and were able to feed the animals. We also 
enjoyed music from Rejieli Paulo, Jamie Felton (bottom 
right), who was ‘back by popular demand’ and some 
wonderful singing from Brookside, St. Mary’s and 
Langford Village school choirs. Even Father Christmas 
came on his sleigh courtesy of Bicester Round Table.

Turning on the Christmas Lights

This year there were 470 entries in the Santa 
Fun run, which made for quite a festive sight. 
The winner, for the 3rd year running, was 
Richard Gould from Langford Village and his 
son Tom Gould, a pupil at Cooper School, came 
second. All participants who finished the race 
received a medal and free bacon buttie.
 
Bicester Town Council would like to thank Evolve 
Health and Fitness, Tesco and Sainsbury’s, Williamsons 
Chiropractors and all those who gave up their time to 
help marshal the race.
 
All proceeds will be going to the Mayor’s charities 
which are Bicester Squadron 2507 ATC and Homestart 
Bicester and Oxford. With 50% of sponsorship money 
raised going to the Hummingbird Centre.
 
It was a really fantastic event and race director Julie 
Trinder excelled herself making sure this race is now a 
true event in runner’s diaries in the local area.

470 Santas Run for Fun
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NEWS

After a year-long delay, Bicester’s new Park and Ride service officially opened on 30th 
November 2015. The new Park and Ride facility at Kingsmere off the A41 at Vendee 
Drive provides 580 free parking spaces and is designed to allow Bicester Village traffic 
during its peak periods (weekends and bank holidays) to be diverted into this brand 
new car park. This will both improve traffic flow and greatly reduce congestion, 
providing easier access to both the town centre and Bicester Village. Served daily by 
the Stagecoach S5 service, it offers direct links to Bicester and Oxford. 

Bicester's New Park and Ride

New Café and Playground
Planning permission has been granted for the café and play area to be built in Garth Park ready 
to open Easter 2016.
Bicester’s first natural playground will feature bridges, stepping stones and pebble streams, which will be 
constructed using natural, sustainable, renewable and/or recycled materials. Eco-friendly gym equipment is 
expected to follow once the development is complete. 
The new café built of timber will be constructed offsite in Milton Keynes and transported to Garth Park for 
assembly. The café will also offer various other activities including Mother and Baby mornings, reading groups 
for young children and craft workshops.
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NEWS

The construction of Bicester’s new community 
facility, recently named Franklins House, is 
expected to be completed in early Spring 2016 
and completes the final phase of the Pioneer 
Square development in Bicester town centre.

The five-storey building will face onto the new Wesley 
Lane and Wesley Square. On the ground floor offices 
will be made available for local solicitor Brethertons 
and a Cherwell District Council Link Point alongside 
restaurant and retail space.

On the first floor will be the new Oxfordshire County 
Council Library, which will house the Bicester Historical 
Society. Further office space will be formed on the 
first and second floors, and the third and fourth floors 
will consist of a 53-bedroom Travelodge hotel.

The community building has been designed to utilise 

existing car parks within the town centre and so will 
not include additional parking provision.

Diane Gorvin and Phil Bews have been commissioned 
to prepare two new pieces of Public Art installation 
following the Crow theme used within the adjoining 
Pioneer Square Shopping Centre.

Franklins House





COMMUNITY

The Air Training Corps (ATC) is community-based and open to anyone aged between 13 (or 12 if you've 
started year 8 at school) and 20 years. Organised into more than 900 squadrons around the country.

The ATC motto is 'Venture - Adventure' and our cadets know that it's more than just words - it's an attitude that helps you 
stand out from the crowd.

The aims of the ATC are to:
1. Promote and encourage a practical interest in aviation and the Royal Air Force among young people.
2. Provide training which will be useful in the Services and civilian life.
3. Encourage the spirit of adventure and develop qualities of leadership and good citizenship.

Home-Start trains volunteers who will then make weekly home visits to families with at least one child 
under 5. They give emotional and practical support to those struggling with their parenting for reasons such as social 
isolation, psychological/physical problems, domestic abuse. Safeguarding is key, and our paid coordinators oversee all the 
family work and supervise our dedicated volunteers.

Having recently settled in Bicester, and with a bit 
of time to spare, I decided to volunteer. I decided 
to look for opportunities to volunteer where I 
could use my knowledge and experience as an urban 
development specialist to help people, but I also 
wanted to be part of a team where I could learn new 
skills and be challenged.

My attention was drawn to Connection Floating Support, 
a charity helping people with their housing needs. This is a 
charity that not only helps those at risk of homelessness, 
but also tackles the underlying factors putting people at 
risk in the first place. Connection FS helps build long-term 
solutions for individuals and provides them with support 

every step of the way so that they can aspire towards living 
independently.
Make it your New Year’s resolution. Become a Connection 
FS volunteer and be part of something that impacts lives 
and provides everyone with a second chance. You can get 
involved with our service in Bicester or other areas across 
the county.  If you just need a hand we are here for you as 
well.   

Visit our Bicester drop-in at The Salvation Army held every 
Wednesday and Friday from 12:30 to 2 p.m. or download a 
referral form at www.connectionfs.org.

If you would like to volunteer, contact Angela Dormon at 
angeladormon@connectionfs.org

The Mayor's Chosen Charities

If you are new to Bicester, want to expand your 
social circle, try out something new or put 
something back into the local community, why 
not join the members of Bicester Ladies Circle at 
a new members’ evening on 8th March 2016.  We 
will be meeting for drinks and a chat at 8pm at 
The Nightingale Pub, Nightingale Place, Langford 
Village, OX26 6XX.

Next year, we will celebrate our 50th anniversary since we 
were founded by a group of ladies in Bicester who wanted 
to get together to make friends and have fun.  It is very 
exciting that, after half a century, our club is as strong and 
lively as ever.  

Ladies Circle is an international organisation for women aged 
18 to 45, which focuses on fun, friendship and fundraising for 
local charities.  We meet twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays, and organise a varied programme of events, with 
input from all of our members.  Sometimes we try out a new 
activity, and sometimes we meet just for a general catch-
up and chat.  Recently, we have visited a local chocolate 
factory, organised our own Bingo night and tried a pole 
fitness lesson.

We also raise money by helping Bicester Round Table with 
their Santa Float and at Bicester Fireworks Night.  Last year, 
we were able to make donations to various local causes, 
including the Hummingbird Cancer Support & Therapy 
Centre, Bicester Food Bank and the Oxford Sexual Abuse 
and Rape Crises Centre.

'Ladies Circle can introduce you to friends who you would 
not have ordinarily have met.  I joined when I was living in 
Bicester but commuting to Oxford for work, so didn’t really 
know anyone in the local area.  I have been a member for 
several years and have made some wonderful friends and 
had a lot of fun; said Jane Lightfoot, the Chairman of Bicester 
Ladies Circle. 

If you are interested but over 45, we have a sister 
organisation called Bicester Ladies Tangent, which meets 
monthly.   
If you would like to join us on 8th March, or at any other 
meeting, or would like more information about Ladies Circle, 
please email bicesterladiescircle@gmail.com or have a look 
at our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/BicesterLadiesCircle

Your Local Housing Support Charity

Bicester Ladies Circle: Come and Join Us
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A new state-funded school for Bicester, offering a whole 
new approach to learning for 14-19 year olds.

BICESTER  
TECHNOLOGY  
STUDIO

Lead sponsorFind out more  

www.bicestertechstudio.org.uk

Ten key facts about Bicester Technology Studio:

 » Launching in September 2016 from new, purpose-built facilities 
in Bicester

 » Offering 110 places for boys and girls in Year 10 and Year 12 
from 2016, growing to 310 students aged 14 to 19 in the future

 » Offering core GCSEs and A-levels alongside specialisms in 
business and engineering 

 » A curriculum focused on practical learning and problem 
solving, developed in partnership with leading local employers

 » Focus on work experience and coaching

 » No fees and no entrance tests for Year 10

 » A regional catchment area spanning approximately 15 miles

 » Key stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) curriculum – core GCSEs and 

 » Key Stage 5 (Years 12 and 13) options – A-levels, BTEC 

leadership and employability skills

 » Clear progression for all students into higher education, 
employment and apprenticeships

RECRUITING NOW 



NEWS
A Clear Route to Future Careers
A new type of school opening in North 
Oxfordshire in 2016 is set to prepare students 
for careers in local growth industries. 

Bicester Technology Studio offers students in Years 
10 to 13 core GCSEs and A levels alongside specialist 
qualifications in engineering and business.

In its first year, Bicester Technology Studio will take 
just 40 Year 10 students and 70 Year 12 students. It will
eventually grow to cater for up to 310 students. 
The school is sponsored by Activate Learning, the 
education group behind City of Oxford College, 
Reading College and Banbury and Bicester College. The 
group’s schools division includes The Bicester School, 
UTC Oxfordshire and UTC Reading – the country’s 
only UTC to be rated outstanding by Ofsted.

The school’s principal designate, Richard Brown, joined 
partners from lead sponsor Activate Learning and 
contractors ISG, to cut the first turf on Wednesday 
14 October.
 
He said: “It is incredibly exciting to be here on site and 
to see work starting on our new school. As work gets 
underway we are also beginning to meet with pupils 
who are interested in joining us next September. We 
have already held two successful taster events and 
have been delighted with the enthusiastic response to 
our vision for the school.”

Bicester Technology Studio is now recruiting. To find 
out more about the school and make an application 
visit www.bicestertechstudio.org.uk

Autumn Statement Confirms £19m Boost for Bicester
Funding of £19m over the next four years has 
been granted to Bicester, it was confirmed 
in the Chancellor's autumn statement on 
Wednesday 25 November.

The news comes after Bicester was awarded Garden 
Town status by the Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG) in December 2014, following 
a successful bid by Cherwell District Council (CDC), 
which set out how it planned to provide affordable 
homes, new schools and jobs and at the same time 
preserve the countryside.

The announcement has been welcomed by CDC's 
leader Cllr Barry Wood, who said: 'Our plan for 
Bicester is ambitious, but before we can deliver it 
we need to put in place the community and transport 
infrastructure to support them.

We have been working closely with the DCLG to 
ensure that our vision for a Bicester Garden Town is 
achievable and sustainable. The award of this funding is 
a vote of confidence not only in our ability to deliver 
but also in our ability, with additional government 
support, to accelerate that delivery and bring about a 
Garden Town that meets the needs and aspirations of 
its residents and businesses'.

Housing and Planning Minister Brandon Lewis said: 
'Bicester Garden Town is a great example of a scheme 
to build more much needed homes for hard-working 
families and first time buyers, and one that is being 
driven by the local community.  I'm delighted that 
we've provided £19m funding for community facilities 
and transport to help speed up making this new town 
a reality'.
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What is Eco-Bicester?
Cherwell District Council and Bioregional, an 
international sustainability charity and social enterprise, 
have worked together since 2010 on a pioneering 
initiative known as Eco-Bicester. This project adopts a 
holistic approach to develop Bicester as a sustainable 
and healthy town through a range of low-carbon 
initiatives designed to benefit all 30,000 residents.

Projects delivered 
• Subsidies for insulation and boiler replacements
• Creation of a super-insulated demonstration 

building and community hub 
• Design and construction of 23 energy-efficient, 

affordable homes, built in partnership with 
Sanctuary Housing

• Innovative retrofit of the Garth - a local, landmark 

heritage building which is home to Bicester Town 
Council

• Zero carbon extension to a local secondary school
• Green Deal Pioneer Places scheme
• Creation of Bicester Green
• Renewable energy projects including the 

installation of a biomass boiler into the municipal 
swimming pool

• Set up a portfolio of loan schemes for residents 

Future projects
• Explore the opportunities for a low carbon heat 

network in Bicester, channelling the heat from the 
Energy Recovery Plant at nearby Ardley

• An understanding of the electricity grid constraints 
that limit the expansion of renewable energy 
sources in Bicester

Eco-Bicester Update



COMMUNITY

Hello again from Bicester Hospital League of 
Friends. I hope you all had a good Christmas 
and that 2016 will be happy and healthy for 
you.

Our Santa (Ray Rushby) made his visit to the hospital 
on Christmas day with gifts for the patients and staff 
from the League of Friends. Thank you Ray for your 13 
years as our Santa.

We continue to do the morning and afternoon drinks 
round, make the beds, and supply little things to make 
the patients' stay a little better. At the request from 
staff, we now stock and sell small items which patients 
often ask for, like toiletries, biscuits, cards & tissues.

We would like to thank Michael McKeon for his 
support; he lets us have the dining room free of charge 
and his staff who look after us. We also thank Jim May, 

who called in and gave us a bag of mixed coins to add 
to our takings.

Our numbers attending were down this year, partly 
due to the heavy rain on the day. It was a pity our two 
local newspapers were unable to put a note in their 
papers advising that the coffee morning was taking 
place.

We are hoping to hold a fete in the summer, we have 
not had one for a number of years, and it was always 
well attended and enjoyed by everyone. So fingers 
crossed for 2016.

We have a more visible presence in the new hospital, 
and are looking for volunteers to man the tea and 
coffee trolley. Please contact us on 01869 252246 
to see what we do.

League of Friends
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Poppy Appeal 2015/16
A huge thank you to all the volunteer 
collectors who willingly gave up 
their time to collect on behalf of the 
Legion Poppy Appeal 2015/16. Their 
magnificent efforts raised a total 

of £44,143.38 to date, all of which helps provide 
thousands of veterans, young and old, servicemen and 
women and their families with vital advice and welfare 
support.

The Bicester and District Branch Needs Your 
Help
The current Branch Secretary and Poppy Appeal 
Organiser (PAO) is retiring from the post during 
2016. The Branch would therefore like to hear from 
anyone who would consider taking on one of these 

very worthwhile and satisfying voluntary positions. 
The Branch Secretary must be a member of the Royal 
British Legion and be familiar with administration and 
also be computer literate. The PAO need not be a 
member of the Legion but must be a person of high 
integrity, able to organise and enjoy fund raising. A 
job description for either post is available on request. 
Neither position is onerous but both require the ability 
to accept responsibility and a high level of dedication.

If you are interested in either of the above positions 
please email David Crabbe, the current Branch 
Secretary and Poppy Appeal Organiser at: 
branchsec.rblbicester@gmail.com
Web: branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/
bicester

Royal British Legion Bicester and District Branch

Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme is a simple, positive 
solution to the loneliness felt by some older people in our 
area. We aim to provide a personal, caring, free home visiting service 

to older people living in the Bicester area. Our volunteers are happy to visit anyone who needs help, but 
priority will be given to those who are over 65 and living alone. All volunteers have been checked by the 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS formerly CRB) and they all carry identification. If you feel you could benefit 
from a little extra friendship and support, then we are happy to help you and arranging for a volunteer to visit 
you. 

You may like to have one of our volunteers visit you every week for a cup of tea and a chat, or you might just 
call on us when you need help with a particular job or problem. If you would like to be visited by one of our 
helpful volunteers, please telephone us to arrange a visit. The office is open from 8.30am to 4.00pm, Monday 
to Friday. 

Interested in volunteering?If you are interested in becoming a volunteer and helping older people in your 
community, please call us to find out more. Call us on 01869 242808 and ask for the Bicester Good Neighbour 
Scheme or visit www.goodneighbourscheme.com

Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme
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COMMUNITY

Bicester Foodbank has been operating since 
December 2006, originally we opened just 
two days a week but in December 2014 we 
managed to rent a permanent building and we 
are now open 5 days a week for 2 hours each 
day.
 
The foodbank gives food to people in need who have 
received a voucher from a recognisable agency, i.e. 
CAB, Children's Centres, Probation Service, Doctors 
Surgeries and many more. The client receives food 
for 3 days which has been nutrionally balanced and 
provides 3 meals a day. We also provide toys at 
Christmas and for the last 3 years we have held a meal 
on Christmas day for people who are lonely.
 
Over the years we have seen people with different 
types of need and this year we have seen an increase 
in the number of homeless people in Bicester.

Bicester Foodbank is run entirely by volunteers and 

we have a very good committed team. This year we 
collected 2500 kg of food from the local primary 
schools in Bicester and the surrounding villages and 
also from the churches.

Twice a year we have a collection outside Tesco 
Pringle Drive and this helps to top up our store 
cupboard. We also give toy parcels to children whose 
families have visited the foodbank.

For more information please visit our website 
www.bicester.foodbank.org.uk or drop us an 
email at bicesterfoodbank@gmail.com

Bicester Food Bank

Ride out your New Year’s resolution with a 
bike from Bicester Green. Want to get fit 
in the New Year? Fed up with being stuck in 
traffic on your commute?

Bicester Green has a wide selection of road, mountain, 
adult and kids' bikes discounted as part of their big 

January sale. Come along for a test ride and speak to 
our bike experts who are on hand to find the bike that’s 
perfect for you! Bicester Green is open Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10am-5pm and 
is located on Station Approach, near to Bicester Town 
Station. Call 01869 388564 or email 
info@bicestergreen.org.uk to find out more.

Riding into 2016

OYAP Trust is a youth arts charity based in 
The Studio, a converted shop in Bicester Town 
Centre. The role of youth arts in a community 
is vital. Not only does it grow the cultural wealth 
of a community but it also provides opportunities 
for young people to engage in creative projects, 
participate in new experiences and gain skills.

Over the last year we have done several projects 
which include us writing a book called IamBob (a.k.a. 

The Book Of Bicester). We were asked to help out 
at the yearly music festival held in The Courtyard – 
Yardfest and many more, which you can view on our 
website.

We’re all about making amazing things happen in 
Bicester, so if you would like to get involved, support 
us or work with us please don’t hesitate to contact us 
on www.OYAP.org.uk or find us on
Facebook – OYAP Trust.

OYAP - Young People Making a Change

Bicester



DATES

Trinity Camerata

Sunday 13 March 2016 at 3:45 pm
St. Edburg's Church, Bicester 
Conductor: Jonathan Timms
Mendelssohn: The Fair Melusina - Overture
Mozart: Oboe Concerto in C major 
(Soloist: Maddy Aldis-Evans)
Klughardt: Konzertstück for Oboe and 
Orchestra, Op.18
Haydn: Symphony No. 104 (London)

For more information and 
ticket reservations email info@
trinitycamerata.org
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HISTORY

Over the years, Bicester has received various 
doses of weather extremes. 

A report in a newspaper of April, 1678 reads as 
follows:
“Strange and wonderful news from Bicester: a terrible 
tempest of lightening, rain, hail and thunder, which 
happened on the 20th April and continued for several 
hours; it burnt much corn, some barns and outhouses 
and killed many cattle, also spoyled several persons” 
– there was no explanation as to how the people 
were “spoyled”!

In 1763 it was reported that it began raining in June 
and continued until the beginning of February 1764 
with a perpetual flood from November to February – 
some 15 weeks!

In 1765, local historian John Dunkin reports of a 
dreadful storm during which the church was set on 
fire. Lightening was reported to have torn the lead off 
the tower roof, split the frame that the biggest bell 
hangs on, tore all the chimes to pieces (these would 
be the chimes for the clock), travelled down into the 
body of the church and broke all the windows – the 
main reason why St Edburg’s Church does not have any 
of its original medieval stained glass windows (apart 

from possibly the “Angel” window in the chancel).

There was a great hailstorm in August 1843 which 
left a swathe of devastation that ran from Chipping 
Norton in the west to beyond Norwich in the east. 
Bicester caught the edge of that  - thunder, lightning 
and hailstones – some of which were measured at 
over 2” in diameter. Another extreme was the snowfall 
in 1908 (pictured left)

The winters of 1947 and 1963 also stand out, as 
snow fell on the 22nd January 1947  - and through 
to 17th March snow fell everyday somewhere in the 
UK! It came as a bit of a shock because it had been 
preceded by a particularly mild start to the year with 
a recorded temperature of 14°C in Norfolk. 

As for 1962/63 – snow blizzards hit the country on 
Boxing Day 1962, followed by more in January. This 
was accompanied by bitterly cold weather - very 
rarely did the temperature rise above 5°C with the 
result that the snow lay on the ground well into March 
1963. Lakes, ponds and rivers were frozen and the 
children loved it. 

It was only two years ago when the houses in 
Hanover Gardens, Bicester  were extensively flooded 
(pictured below) – caused by a combination of 
heavy rain and blocked culverts. Thankfully there has 
been no reoccurrence since then. 
Bob Hessian – Bicester Local History Society

Bicester’s Weather Extremes  

This year (2016) sees the 30th Anniversary of the 
formation of Bicester Local History Society (BLHS). 
Apart from the 2016 Anniversary Calendar (a few 
copies still available – see contact details below), 
we will be holding a local history exhibition later in 
the year when other local history related groups will 
be participating. But a major event for the Society will 

be the opening of the new library in Franklins House 
– the new community centre off Pioneer Square. The 
Society are currently working with Bicester Library 
and Oxfordshire County Council to create a section 
specialising in local history and BLHS will be able to 
mount displays related to the rich history of Bicester 
and the surrounding area. 

Society meetings take place at the Clifton Centre, 
Ashdene Road, Bicester on the third Monday of the 
month at 7.30pm. 

For further details visit the BLHS website:  
www.blhs.org.uk  
or send an email to info@blhs.org.uk or contact the 
Chairman, Bob Hessian on 01869 350662.



Sales, Lettings & Damn Fine Advice

Call us today for a

FREE VALUATION
of your home on

01865 959099

not everyone wants you to 
lose pounds this year.

www.taycox.co.uk  | dale@taycox.com


